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Breakfast with the Easter Bunny, Saturday, March 21st 9-10am
Join us for a fun-filled morning at the Peachtree Café! Start the day with a delicious 

breakfast of warm sausage biscuits and sweet, fresh donuts, then spend some time visiting 
with the Easter Bunny. Parents, don’t forget your cameras!

W e’ re also spreading a little ex tra j oy this E aster.  P lease b ring a new  children’ s b ook  to help 
St. Andrews Episcopal Church fill their seven Little Free Libraries here in Fort Valley.

Peach County 
Hires New County 

Administrator

By Zoe Hammond
News Editor

FORT VALLEY, Ga. – �e 
Peach County Board of Com-
missioners   has selected a new 

county administrator during 
their March board meeting on 
Tuesday, March 10, 2026.
Jillian Bowen has been selected 

to be the new County Adminis-

trator. She brings nearly 20 years 
of experience serving the Peach 
County community through her 

City of Byron 
Extends 

Moratorium 
on Land 

Development
By Zoe Hammond

News Editor
BYRON, Ga. – �e Mayor 

and City Council of Byron have 
agreed to extend a temporary 
moratorium on land develop-
ment until July 14, 2026, during 
their March board meeting on 
March 9.
�is moratorium covers the 

acceptance and/or approval of 
applications for zoning, rezon-
ing, development, redevelop-
ment, platting, construction, 
permitting, land uses, land dis-
turbances, and related matters 
in all land parcels zoned as A-1 
agricultural, R-1 low density 
residential, R-2 medium den-
sity residential, and R-3 high 
density residential, within the 
city limits of Byron.
Next, the council unanimous-

ly approved authorizing Mayor 
Michael Chidester to approve 
the Convention and Visitors 
Bureau’s submission of a Train 
Watching Platform and Doggie 
Depot Dog Park at the Jailhouse 
Alley Park; with the grant sub-
mission deadline being March 
31, 2026.
�e Mayor and council ap-

proved a quote of $26,000 from 

�orn Construction, LLC’s for 
a smooth roof coating for the 
Byron Fire Department. �ey 
approved a resolution concern-
ing an update to Personnel Pol-
icy 5.1, work schedules. 
Next, the council authorized 

the Mayor to approve an In-
spection and Maintenance 
Agreement with Uni�ed De-
fense regarding property locat-
ed at Tax Map B02A 057, B02A 
056, and B02A 055.
�e Mayor and council ap-

proved a resolution authorizing 
the Mayor to execute a Legal 
Services Agreement with Stag 
Liuzza, LLC and Carothers & 
Mitchell, LLC regarding civil 
action and/or claims pertaining 
to AFFF PFAS Litigation.
Next, the council approved a 

Resolution regarding a GEFA 
Second Modi�cation to Loan 
CW2021030 and all other nec-
essary documents. �ey autho-
rized the Mayor to execute a 
Brindlee Mountain Listing & 
Marketing Commission Agree-
ment to broker a 2002 Pierce 
Saber Pumper on the city’s be-
half subject to it being sold to 
another government agency.

Fort Valley Convicted, 
Sentenced to 25 Years 
for Child Molestation

By Zoe Hammond
News Editor

FORT VALLEY, Ga. – A Fort 
Valley man was convicted of 
child molestation by a Hous-
ton County jury on Wednesday, 
March 11, according to a media 
release from the Houston Coun-
ty District Attorney’s O�ce.
According to the release, the 

Houston County District Attor-
ney’s O�ce stated that Corey 
Alan Lusk, 34-years-old, had 
sexually abused a child over a 
two-year span. �ey said that the 
abuse started when the child was 
9-years-old.
“When a child has been sub-

jected to abuse, our responsibil-
ity is to stand beside them and 
make sure their voice is heard,” 
District Attorney Eric Edwards 
said in the release. “In this case, 
the jury heard this child’s voice 
loud and clear, and justice was 

served.”
�e Houston County Sheri� ’s 

O�ce Juvenile Investigations 
Division looked into the case, af-
ter the child told a family friend 
about it, according to the re-

lease. Lusk was convicted of �ve 
counts of child molestation a�er 
a three-day trial and was sen-
tenced to 60 years with the �rst 
25 years to be served in prison 
Lusk will have to register as a sex 
o�ender for life a�er the 25 years 
in prison.
“A child’s safety is our top pri-

ority. With this conviction, that 
safety is restored for this victim, 
and the defendant will be unable 
to prey upon any other children 
in this community,” said Assis-
tant District Attorney Elizabeth 
McDaniel. “I would like to thank 
Special Agent Adrian Moss and 
the Crescent House Child Ad-
vocacy Center for their work on 
this case. Our job is not possible 
without the dedicated work of 
the law enforcement agencies 
and child advocacy centers in 
Houston County.”

Photo Contributed
Corey Alan Lusk, 34-years-old

FVPD Investigating Juvenile 
Shot near Tabor Circle

By Zoe Hammond
News Editor

FORT VALLEY, Ga. – A juve-
nile was injured in a shooting 
Friday, March 6, in Fort Valley, 
according to the Fort Valley Po-
lice Department.
According to FVPD Interim 

Chief David Wilson, the shoot-
ing happened around 9 p.m. in 
the area of Tabor Circle.
�e FVPD Criminal Investi-

gations Division is investigating 
the incident. Police said investi-
gators are working tips and leads 
as they attempt to identify and 
locate the suspect or suspects 
involved. Wilson said it’s unclear 
whether the incident is gang-re-
lated, and the shooting is still 
under investigation. 
�e Fort Valley Police De-

partment is asking anyone with 
information regarding the inci-
dent to contact the department at (478) 825-3383.

Peach County Schools 
Compiles Bullying 

Prevention Resources 
onto Newly Launched 

Web Page
By Zoe Hammond

News Editor
PEACH COUNTY, Ga. – �e 

Peach County School System 
has launched a new web page, 
Bullying Prevention & Student 
Support, on its website. �is 
new page compiles all of the re-
sources on bullying prevention 
and safe school advocacy found 
throughout the Peach County 
school’s website and Student 
handbook into one convenient 
location for students and par-
ents.
�e Bullying Prevention & Stu-

dent Support webpage can be 
reached by going to the Peach 
County School’s website – www.
peachschools.org – and hov-
ering over the parent tab. �e 
webpage should be the second 
option in the column on the le�. 
�e Bullying Prevention & 

Student Support page states 
Peach County Schools will not 
tolerate bullying, harassment, 
intimidation, or cyber-bullying 
and is committed to providing a 
safe, supportive, and respectful 
environment for all students.
“Our priority is ensuring that 

every student feels valued, re-
spected, and safe at school and 

during school-related activities. 
We strive to cultivate a learning 
environment where every stu-
dent can focus, learn, and thrive 
without distraction,” Peach 
County Schools states.
Teachers, coaches, and sta� are 

working to prevent bullying by 
promoting positive character, 
responsible digital behavior, 
and clear reporting procedures.
To combat bullying, the dis-

trict uses monitoring so�ware 
on school-owned equipment, 
restricts access to inappropriate 
material and social media on 
networks/devices, and prohibits 
cell phone use during the school 
day to prevent unsupervised in-
teractions.
Students, parents, and sta� are 

encouraged to report bullying 
immediately; reports can be 
made by speaking with a teach-
er, counselor, administrator, or 
school sta� member or by con-
tacting school administration 
directly. A�er a report is made, 
the school administration will 
investigate the incident(s) and 
notify the parents of the alleged 
bully and the targeted student. 

BULLYING PREVENTION
CONTINUED PG 2A  

NEW ADMIN.
CONTINUED PG 6A  

Photo by Zoe Hammond
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Jill Bowen, Commissioner Wade Yoder, Commissioner Vice-Chair Betty Hill.
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Last Weeks Storm Left 
Damage At Ponderosa RV Park 

In Peach County

Big changes coming to 
Georgia General Assembly 

in 2026 elections as 
lawmakers leave office
By Mark Niesse

Staff Writer
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — With legislators 
running for higher o�ce, long-
time lawmakers retiring, and 
many challenges to incumbents, 
the Georgia General Assembly 
is set for high turnover a�er this 
year’s elections.
Control of the state House and 

Senate is at stake as Republicans 
are defending the majorities 
they’ve held in both chambers 
for over 20 years.
Eighteen senators and repre-

sentatives signed up to run for 
higher o�ces before candidate 
qualifying ended last week, 
leaving behind districts where 
they would have been incum-
bents seeking reelection. In the 
contest for lieutenant governor 
alone, �ve senators are compet-
ing against each other.
And many new challengers 

entered the fray. A total of 537 
candidates are running for 236 
seats in the General Assembly.
To take control of the House, 

Democrats need to �ip 10 seats. 
Republicans currently hold 

a 99-77 advantage, with four 
Democratic-leaning seats va-
cant. Democrats have already 
secured two of those seats be-
cause no Republicans are run-
ning.
“�e wave is building, and 

Georgia can feel it,” said House 
Minority Leader Carolyn Hug-
ley, D-Columbus. “We are with-
in striking distance of the ma-
jority, and this qualifying period 
has made one thing absolutely 
clear: House Democrats are not 
just competing — we are com-
ing to win.”
Republicans hold �rmer con-

trol of the Senate, where they 
have a 32-23 advantage, with 
one GOP-leaning seat vacant.
Republican Party Chair Josh 

McKoon said Georgia remains 
a center-right state, but no elec-
tion can be taken for granted.
“Republicans have been great 

stewards of the public trust. 
When you look at the Repub-
lican record, it’s really striking 
how they’ve made Georgia such 
an engine of economic growth,” 
McKoon said. “Voters will con-
tinue to reward Republicans for 
that record.”

Despite the �ood of candi-
dates, some incumbents lack 
any challengers, especially in 
deeply conservative or liberal 
districts.
�ere are 54 seats where only 

one candidate �led to run for 
election, e�ectively winning 
their races before a vote is cast.
Besides candidates running for 

higher o�ce, retirements and 
resignations also created open-
ings.
�e nine retiring legislators in-

clude House Speaker Pro Tem 
Jan Jones, R-Milton; House 
Natural Resources Chair Lynn 
Smith, R-Newnan; Sen. Ed Har-
bison, D-Columbus; and Sen. 
Elena Parent, D-Decatur.
�ree Democrats le� the 

House a�er facing federal 
charges for COVID-19 unem-
ployment fraud. Reps. Karen 
Bennett, D-Stone Mountain, 
and Dexter Sharper, D-Valdo-
sta, resigned from o�ce. Rep. 
Sharon Henderson, D-Coving-
ton, was suspended from the 
House by Gov. Brian Kemp, and 
she’s running for state Senate.

Could gold be used as 
currency in Georgia? A gold 

bill passed the state Senate
By Mark Niesse

Staff Writer
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA —  Forget paper 
money. Georgia senators want 
to legalize using gold and silver 
for everyday purchases.
�e Senate passed a bill last 

week that would set up a system 
for Georgians to buy gold, store 
it in a depository, and use a deb-
it card to spend it on items such 
as fast food or milkshakes.
Senators are selling gold as a 

hedge against in�ation of the 
U.S. dollar, but skeptics say gold 
doesn’t necessarily protect hard-
earned cash from rising prices.
Sen. Marty Harbin, R-Tyrone, 

the sponsor of Senate Bill 424, 
said making gold legal tender 
will bring “�nancial freedom” to 
Georgians.
“It’s really true money, because 

paper money is currency that 
we have the faith of the govern-
ment in it,” Harbin said. “�is is 
hard currency that we can own.”
�e bill passed on a bipartisan 

29-21 vote Friday and now ad-
vances to the House.
Under the legislation, a politi-

cally appointed “Bullion Depos-
itory Commission” would con-
tract with a private company, 
such as Brinks, to provide vault 
and electronic payment systems 
for gold and silver.
Critics say the idea doesn’t 

make �nancial sense.
For Georgians are trying to 

avoid in�ation, investing in 
gold also comes with risks, said 
Campbell Harvey, a �nance 
professor at Duke University 
with expertise in decentralized 
�nance and investment man-
agement.
“Gold is as volatile as the stock 

market. �ere is no guaran-
tee that it will provide a hedge 
for in�ation in the short term,” 
Harvey said. “What if in�ation 
surges and the price of gold goes 
down? �is is not, in my opin-
ion, the business that a state 
should engage in.”
Instead of buying gold direct-

ly, Georgians could instead 

purchase it through an ex-
change-traded fund, which has 
lower costs and security issues, 
Harvey said. Gold is near re-
cord-high values today, but he 
said buying at a high point is of-
ten an investing mistake.
�e bill calls for the costs of 

gold storage to be paid in the 
form of storage fees charged to 
Georgia residents who choose 
to use it. Harbin said public 
money wouldn’t be used to run 
the depository.
Several other states recognize 

gold as legal tender, including 
Arkansas, Florida, Missouri, 
Texas, and Utah.
Legislators also moved forward 

with another bill that would 
change transactions.
�e price of products sold 

in-person in Georgia would be 
rounded down to the nearest 
�ve cents, according to House 
Bill 1112, which passed the 
House on Friday. �e bill is a 
response to the Trump adminis-
tration’s decision to stop making 
pennies.

BULLYING PREVENTION
CONTINUED FROM 1A

If the interaction has been de-
termined to be bullying, appro-
priate consequences will be ap-
plied based on the o�ense.  
Peach County Schools has a 

system in place to determine 
whether negative interactions 
between students are con�ict or 
bullying. Normal peer con�ict 
may include disagreements, ar-
guments, or isolated incidents 
where both students have equal 
power; every school has meth-
ods to approach and resolve 
these con�icts through discus-
sion, mediation, or guidance 
from school sta�.
Bullying involves intentional 

harm, intimidation, or a power 
imbalance between students that 
is severe, persistent, or perva-
sive. 
In the case of bullying, the 

schools have and will dispense 
disciplinary consequences – in 
accordance with the district’s 

code of conduct – which in-
cludes counseling or behavioral 
intervention, restorative practic-
es, detention or suspension, or 
assignment to an alternative ed-
ucation program when required 
by law. Georgia law requires that 
students in grades 6 through 12 
who commit bullying for the 
third time in a school year be 
assigned to an alternative school.
�e Bullying Prevention & Stu-

dent Support webpage provides 
a list of resources ranging from 
mobile, online, and district. �e 
district resources include Peach 
County Parent ProTech and 
Peach 360. Peach 360 encour-
ages students to demonstrate 
respect, responsibility, kindness, 
and leadership in their daily in-
teractions. 
Online resources include links 

to StopBullying.gov, Common 
Sense Media, and PACER’s Na-
tional Bullying Prevention Cen-

ter.
Mobile resources include 

the Georgia School Safety 
Hotline at 1-877-SAY-STOP 
(1-877-729-7867); the 988 Sui-
cide & Crisis Lifeline, call or 
text 988; the Georgia Crisis 
and Access Line (GCAL) at 
1-800-715-4225, and the Crisis 
Text Line, text HOME to 741741.
Peach County Schools has also 

provided a guide on cyber-bully-
ing awareness; the warning signs 
can include sudden distress af-
ter using technology, avoiding 
friends or school, secretive be-
havior online, and withdrawal 
from devices or social interac-
tion. Parents are encouraged to 
talk regularly with their children 
about responsible online behav-
ior.

Photo Contributed 
www.peachschools.org
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Byron Arrests/Citations
 Bates, Matthew Paul, 37, Covington, GA: 
Illegal Possession Of Controlled Substance, 
Illegal Possession Of Controlled Substance, 
Illegal Possession Of Controlled Substance, 
Possession Of Drug Related Object, 
Obstructing Or Hindering Law Enforcement 
O�cers

Bibbs, Kenya Breanna, 35, Macon, GA: 
Conspiracy To Commit Prison Drop W/
Unmanned Aircra�

Carthen, Myron Edward, 23, Warner Robins, 
GA: Driving With Suspended License, 
Improper Handicap Parking

Clowers, Vashaan Marquis, 29, Macon, GA: 
Driving With Suspended License

Cotton, Pam Janella, 46, Lizella, GA: DUI - 
Alcohol Less Safe

Delafe, Raul, 72, Juliette, GA: Illegal 
Possession Of Controlled Substance

Demarco, Joseph Vernon, 51, Silver Springs, 
FL: DUI - Drugs Less Safe, Failure To 
Maintain A Single Lane, Possession Of 
Drug Related Object, Illegal Possession Of 
Controlled Substance

Gonzales, Jose Alfredo, 46, Warner Robins, 
GA: No Tag Or Expired Registration, Driving 
Without A Valid License

Howard, Kristina Kennedy, 18, Lizella, GA: 
Driving With Suspended License, Failure To 
Signal Lane Change Or Turn

Jones, Teagan Michelle, 33, Macon, GA: 
Probation Violation

Mcdonald, Brenton Lewis, 39, Montezuma, 
GA: Illegal Possession Of Controlled 
Substance, Possession Of Firearm Or Knife 
During Certain Crimes

Patterson, Shania D, 24, Macon, GA: 
Conspiracy To Commit Prison Drop W/ 
Unmanned Aircra�, Marijuana-Possess Less 
�an 1 Oz.

Salter, Joseph Richard, 41, Warner Robins, 
GA: Illegal Possession Of Controlled 
Substance

Singleton, Anthony Marquis, 35, Haddock, 
GA: Conspiracy To Commit Prison Drop W/ 
Unmanned Aircra�

White, Destin Remon, 21, Macon, GA: 
Defective Or Missing Mirrors, DUI - Alcohol 
0.08 Grams Or More 21 YOA Or Over

Williams, Courtney Danielle, 36, Lizella, GA: 
Failure To Appear

Fort Valley Arrests/Citations
 Parling, Lemuel Keane, 19, Fort Valley, GA: 
Possession Of Firearm Or Knife During 
Commission Of Or Attempt To Commit 

Certain Felonies, Marijuana-Possess Less 
�an 1 Oz., Failure To Have License On 
Person, �e� By Receiving Property Stolen 
In Another State - Felony, Possession And 
Use Of Drug Related Objects

Peach County Sheri� ’s O�ce 
Arrests/Citations
Blackmon, Kasey Deshawn, 46, Barnsville, 
GA: Possession Of A Schedule I Or II 
Controlled Substance With Intent To 
Distribute, Possession Of A Schedule III 
Controlled Substance

Cephus, Freddreka Michelle Shanta, 25, 
Warner Robins, GA: Driving While License 
Suspended

Correa, Gustavo, 31, Macon, GA: Failure To 
Appear - Misdemeanor

Dessaint, Edgard, 51, Locust Grove, GA: 
Homicide By Vehicle In 1st Degree - Felony

Haslem, Omar, 31, Tennille, GA: Probation 
Violation (When Probation Terms Are 
Altered) - Felony

Harris, Nekia Shunae, 41, East Point, GA: 
Marijuana-Possess Less �an 1 Oz., Illegal 
Possession Of Controlled Substance, 
Possession With Intent

Jackson, Delvin Marquis, 25, Fort Valley, GA: 
Reckless Driving, Improper Passing In No 
Passing Zone

Jones, Colton Bradley, 20, Cataula, GA: 
Terroristic �reats And Acts, Harassing 
Phone Calls

Lightner, Christopher Tavaris, 39, Clearwater, 
FL: Disorderly Conduct, Criminal Trespass

Mcpherson, Jennifer Renea, 45, Byron, GA: 
Financial Transaction Card Fraud

Poole, David Robert, 43, Centerville, GA: 
Illegal Possession Of Controlled Substance, 
Possession Of Drug Related Objects

Riggins, Dorell Michael, 40, Winter 
Haven, FL: Possession Of A Schedule I Or 
II Controlled Substance With Intent To 
Distribute, Illegal Possession Of Controlled 
Substance, Marijuana-Possess Less �an 1 
Oz., Possession Of Open Alcohol Container, 
Speeding In Excess Of Maximum Limits 
(State Speed And Zone Limits)

Singletary, Richard Frank, 33, Perry, GA: 
Driving While License Suspended, Giving 
False Name, Address, Or Birthdate To Law 
Enforcement O�cer

Taylor, Joshua Adam, 51, Cordele, GA: 
Probation Violation (When Probation Terms 
Are Altered) - Felony

Whit�eld, Tocarro Tremayne, 44, Perry, GA: 
Probation Violation (When Probation Terms 
Are Altered) - Felony

The information below is provided by local law 
enforcement agencies, who are solely responsible for 
the accuracy of the information.  These reports are 
published for information purposes only.  Publication 

of an arrest or citation report is not evidence of a crime.  All persons named in the reports are 
presumed innocent unless proven guilty in a court of law.  Some minor violations that do not 
threaten public safety are not included.  

110 Commercial Heights, Fort Valley, GA

Call or Text 478-955-1999

WadeYoder.com
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Police Beat

 N O T I C E
P U B L I C  M E E T I N G S
C i t y  o f  F o r t  V a l l e y
 M a y o r  &  C o u n c i l  

M e e t i n g s
Location: City Hall 204 W. 

Church St., Ft. Valley, GA 31030
C I T Y  C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G
T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  19,  2026 
T i m e  06: 30 P . M .
J o i n  Z o o m  M e e t i n g
M e e t i n g  I D : 832 3457 106 3
P as s c o d e : 26 236 8

C i t y  o f  F o r t  V a l l e y
PUBLIC NOTICE

Effective Immediately.
T h e  M a y o r ’ s  M o n d a y  

%riefinJs KaYe Eeen 
c a n c e l l e d  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  
n o t i c e .  T h an k  y o u  f o r y o u r 
u n d e rs t an d i n g .
M a d a m  M a y o r
S h a k e e n a  B .  R e e v e s

P e a c h  C o u n t y  S c h o o l s
P r e -K  R e g i s t r a t i o n  

2026-2027
Pre-K Registration will be 

Open, Monday, February 9, 2026  
to Friday, March 27, 2026.

P e a c h  C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f  
E d u c a t i o n   

M e e t i n g  S c h e d u l e  
Fort Valley, GA - Peach 

County Schools  
�e March Board Study 

Session and Regular Board 
Meeting will be held as 
scheduled on March 2, 2026 at 
6:00 p.m. and March 3, 2026 at 
1:00 p.m. at the Peach County 
Board of Education.  

T h e  B a t t l e  o f  B y r o n  
)estiYaO %Rard RI 
D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g

�e Battle of Byron Festival 
Board of Directors meet every 
�ird �ursday of  the Month 
at the Old Byron Train Depot at 
6:30 P.M. 

2026-2027 F O R T  V A L L E Y  
H E A D  S T A R T

R E C R U I T M E N T
700 Spruce St, Ft. Valley, GA 

31030. (478)825-8584.
Ages 3 -5.  Required 

Documentation: Proof 
of birth, Social Security 
Card, Immunization 3231, 
Medicarid/Insurance card, 
Proof of income, Well child 
check, Dental exam, GA public 
health 3300 (if applicable),   
www.mgcaa.org

A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  
M e e t i n g s  

Veterans, consider joining 
the American Legion Frederick 
Withoft Post 76 in Peach County, 
GA.  We are an organization of 
Veterans supporting Veterans 
and the local community. 

Regular Post Meetings are 
held on the Third Thursday of 
Every Month, Social Hour with 
American Legion, American 
Legion Auxiliary, and Guests at 
1700 (5:00pm) followed by the 
Meeting Start at 1800 (6:00pm) 
at 1212 Peach Parkway, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030.

We can be reached at our 
Facebook Page (American 
Legion Post 76 – Peach 
County GA) or via e-mail 
( legionpost76pcga@gmail .
com). All Veterans and Spouses 
are encouraged to participate.

A T T E N T I O N :  V e t e r a n s  
Veterans who would like to 

get together for brotherhood, 
please meet for dinner at Mi 
Ranchito at 311-A Vineville St, 
Fort Valley, GA on 12 August 

2023 at 6:30 p.m./1830.  Please 
RSVP to Ernest Cooling by 
emailing ecooling79@gmail.
com.  If further information is 
needed, please call me at (478) 
955-8850.

F o r t  V a l l e y  D o w n t o w n  
'eYeORSPent $utKRrity

- B o a r d  M e e t i n g
The Fort Valley Downtown 

Development Authority meets 
1st Tuesday every month at 
6pm, located at Troutman 

House Conference Room, 201 
Oakland Heights Parkway, Fort 

Valley, GA 31030. Visit our 
website for more information: 
http://fortvalleymainstreet.org

P e a c h  C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  
W ork  S essi ons

�e Peach County Board of 
Commissioners holds Work 
Sessions* on the �rst Tuesday 
of each month at 5pm in 
Commission Chambers 
located at 213 Persons Street in 
Fort Valley.

Regular Meetings* are 
held on the second Tuesday 
of each month at 6:00pm 
in Commission Chambers 
located at 213 Persons Street in 
Fort Valley.
�e Board also conducts 

Public Hearings to consider 
zoning requests at 6:30pm 
during regularly scheduled 
monthly meetings.
*Scheduling may di�er due 

to holidays and unforeseen 
circumstances. Prior notice 
will be given. Visit our website 
for more information: https://
www.peachcounty.net/board-
of-commissioners.cfm

F o r t V a l l e y  U t i l i t y  
C o m m i s s i o n

500 Anthoine St, Fort Valley. 
�e Commission doors are open 
to customers  from 8:00am - 
5:00pm. 

Public Work Session Meeting 
�rst Monday of every month at 
4 p.m. 

Regular Meeting every 
second Monday of each month 
at 6 p.m.

.iZanis &OuE RI 
F o r t  V a l l e y

�e Kiwanis Club of 
Fort Valley meets 1st & 3rd 
�ursdays every month, 
noon at Kay Center in Fort 
Valley. Kiwanis is a civic group 
focused on helping children, 
and community service. Each 
week, members and guests 
enjoy lunch and a guest speaker 
who addresses a topic of local, 
state and sometimes even 
global interest. Come see what 
Kiwanis is all about and join 
one of America’s oldest service 
organizations. See the Kiwanis 
Club of Fort Valley Facebook 
page for more information. (TFN)

3eaFK 3uEOiF /iEraries
B o a r d  O f  T r u s t e e s

R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G
THOMAS PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

FORT VALLEY, GA
Peach Public Libraries Board 

of Trustees meets the second 
�ursday of February, April, 
June, August, October, and 
December at 5:15pm in the 
Meeting Room at �omas Public 
Library, Fort Valley, unless 
otherwise speci�ed.

P e a c h  C o u n t y  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

M e e t i n g  
Meets 4th Tuesday each 

month at 6:00pm. If anyone has 
school annuals of the past the 
Historical Society would like to 
have them. Donations welcome.

Contact:  Lrgiles77@gmail.com  

F o r t  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c  
3reserYatiRn

The Fort Valley Historic 
Preservation Commission Board 
meeting is held on the second 
Mondays of the month at 6pm, 
located at the Troutman House 
201 Oakland Heights Pkwy, Fort 
Valley, Ga 31030.

P e a c h  C o u n t y  R e t i r e d  
E d u c a t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

The Peach County Retired 
Educators Association will meet 
on the first Monday of each 
month at 2pm. The meeting will 
be held at Trinity Baptist Church 
507 State Unversity Drive. For 
further info. please contact Dr. 
Quintin Green (478)951-1911.

B y r o n  A L -A N O N   
)aPiOy *rRuS

Byron Al-Anon meets on 
Monday mornings at 11 a.m. in 
the Old Byron School, next to 
the Byron Municipal Complex.  
Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of relatives and 
friends of alcoholics who share 
their experience, strength 
and hope in order to solve 
their common problems. 
Newcomers are always 
welcome. Contact Debbie 
Harrelson 478-714-9393.

&RPSassiRnate 
F r i e n d s  M i d d l e  G A  

&KaSter
We are a national nonpro�t 

organization dedicated to 
helping bereaved parents by 
providing highly personal 
comfort, hope and support 
to every family experiencing 
the death of a child, a brother, 
sister or a grandchild and 
helping others to better assist 
the grieving family. We need 
not walk alone. 

Byron meeting: 4th 
�ursday of every month. 
7-9pm. Byron Baptist Church 
100 W White Rd, Byron, Ga 
21008.

Macon meeting location for 
TCF: Rock Springs Church, 
6601 Zebulon Rd, Macon, GA.

Please contact Chapter 
Leaders for more information: 
Karla Chidester – 478-954-
4592, or Teresa Tompkins - 
478-319-3526, or visit www.
compassionatefriends.org.

%yrRn /iRns &OuE
�e club meets on the �rst and 

third �ursdays of the month, 
the �rst �ursday of the month at 
Uncorked Event Center (behind 
Georgia Bobs) at 6:00PM, and 
the third �ursday of the month 
at 9:00 AM at Denny’s. Anyone 
interested in participating is 
heartily invited to join us. For 
more information, please contact 
Lion Marlene Humphry at 478-
918-3666, email at mhumphry@
cox.net

%yrRn 5Rtary &OuE
Meets every Wednesday at 

8:00am at Denny’s.

B y r o n  D D A / C V B
�e 1st Mondays of each 

month at 5:00 p.m., at Denny’s. 
�e CVB meetings are usually 
held the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month at the Byron Welcome 
Center at 5:00p.m.

%yrRn Ta[ 2IfiFe
Opened Tuesday & �ursday 

8:30am-5:00pm. Closed 12-
1:00pm at the Byron Municipal 
Complex. All o�cial regular 
meetings are in the Council 
Chamber at the Byron Municipal 
Complex, 401 Main Street, 
Byron, GA. 

Alabama and Georgia end 
decades-long legal conflict

By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — No blood was 

shed, but it will go down as one 
of the longer con�icts in mem-
ory.

Last week, Alabama �nally 
raised a white �ag a�er near-
ly four decades of legal battles 
with Georgia in one front of 
what came to be known as the 
“Tri-State Water Wars,” which 
included Florida.

�e Eleventh U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Atlanta 
granted Alabama’s request to 
dismiss its appeal that chal-
lenged water use in the Apala-
chicola-Chattahoochee-Flint 

River Basin.
“For the �rst time since 1989, 

there is no litigation between 
the states in this basin,” said 
Anna Roach, the executive di-
rector and CEO of the Atlanta 
Regional Commission, a party 
in the case.

“�is agreement heralds a 
new era of cooperation that 
will bene�t both states and all 
stakeholders,” Roach said in her 
statement a�er the Feb. 19 court 
order by a three-judge panel.

�e cessation of legal hos-
tilities between the two states, 
the commission, �e U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and 
other parties resolves the de-
cades-long dispute over the 
Corps’ management of the ba-

sin’s water.
�e compromise will main-

tain metro Atlanta’s supply 
from Lake Lanier and the Chat-
tahoochee River while giving 
Alabama what it sought, the 
commission said.

Although the war with Ala-
bama is over, some skirmishes 
continue.

Florida environmentalists ap-
pealed a 2021 federal court rul-
ing a�rming the Corps’ 2017 
management plan for water 
from the lake and the Chatta-
hoochee River below the Buford 
Dam.

And Alabama still has a 
pending federal court challenge 
in Washington, D.C. against a 
2021 Corps water plan.

Call today to find out how The Leader Tribune can put your 
business in front of the pack! 478-825-2432

or email us at sales@theleadertribune.com

Advertising should be a 
Marathon, NOT a Sprint.

If you wait until you “need” it, 
it may be too late. Like many 
things, the best results come 
from long term commitment. 
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By Wade Yoder
LT Columnist 

We have an internal survival 
system, much like we prepare 
externally for a time of famine 
or drought, and when some-
thing happens that scares our 
insides such as staying hungry 
for too long or dehydration, it 
will prepare itself to protect the 
body against future stress of this 
kind.

Example: when we fear a com-
ing shortage of food, we may 
start simply buying a few extra 
cans of food over the amount 
we normally need before our 
next grocery trip. �ese will 
simply go into our storage clos-
et or pantry and will be stored 
there until we have a famine. 
However, if we keep adding to 
this storage for too long and 

we never have a food shortage 
or famine to use up what we’re 
storing, our amount of stored 
food can get out of hand.

 When our storage area gets 
�lled up, we have to start look-
ing for new places to store the 
new food coming in, it’s at this 
point that we start to realize 
that all this extra food is making 
our house less functional then it 
used to be, such as being harder 
to move around, and when the 
food that has been stored too 
long begins to spoil and age it 
will create a really bad environ-
ment inside our home.

 Our body’s reserve energy 
storage system works in much 
the same way in that, it will 
store the extra food we eat over 
the amount needed in our fat 
cells for our use in case we can-
not eat. One pound of fat is ap-
proximately 3,500 calories and 
our body goes to this storage 
area and extracts needed calo-
ries when we skip a meal or two. 

 Fat is o�en looked at as some-
thing we don’t like, but it’s our 
body’s calorie pantry that our 
Creator designed to sustain us 
with through lean times when 
we need extra calories and can-
not access food. �is extra fat 

we have has been a prior invest-
ment in excess food intake that 
we don’t necessarily have to go 
and pay for a bottle of fat burn-
ers to be able to burn o�. 

 We can look at the cost of a 
meal and the amount of calories 
that it provides, 

-divide and multiply that by 
the amount of fat we need to 
lose to measure the amount of 
investment we have in stored 
food on our body. 

 Example: if we normally eat 
a meal that provides 700 calo-
ries at a cost of $6.00, (there are 
approximately 3,500 calories 
per pound of fat) so it would 
mean that each pound of fat we 
have extra on our body should 
be worth $30 in the 5 meals it 
could provide.

 Each of us has a certain 
amount of calories that we need 
on average per day based on 
what is going on inside us with 
digestion, body temperature 
control, vital organs, skeletal 
muscle, along with our increase 
or decrease in activities every 
day. (Our body simply looks for 
fuel to supply these needs), so 
if we suddenly drop our calorie 
intake very low one or two days 
or skip one or two meals, it forc-

es the body to go to its storage 
pantry and extract calories.

Example: if your daily need 
is 2,000 calories and you take 
in only 1000 calories your body 
will try to make up this 1000 
calorie de�cit from your stored 
energy system.

 You do not want to do cal-
orie restriction like this for too 
long, or the body will think this 
is the amount of food it has to 
get used to everyday and will 
simply start burning some mus-
cle to lower its metabolism to 
become more e�cient and not 
burn calories so fast. Usually if 
someone skips eating for only 
18-24 hours or goes low calorie 
for 2-3 days and then gets cal-
orie intake back up to regular 
level, there should be no muscle 
loss, and will result in only in 
burning fat for energy!

Note: getting blood sugar lev-
els low is the key to unlocking 
stored body fat and your body’s 
capability to convert it into us-
able energy, anytime we get a 
sharp spike in blood sugar, the 
energy coming from fat storage 
gets turned o�, thus turning o� 
the fat burning process. 

By J. �omas Perdue, GA 
Public Policy Foundation

Last Friday marked Cross-
over Day in the Georgia legisla-
tive session, the point by which 
bills must clear their chamber of 
origin to remain viable. While 
legislation is never entirely 
“dead” and can still resurface as 
an amendment to another bill, 
it’s a good time to take invento-
ry of where things stand under 
the Gold Dome with less than 
three weeks le� in the session.

Tax policy has drawn plenty 
of attention this year, particu-
larly a few proposals to cut or 
revise Georgia’s income and 
property taxes.

Heated debate over prop-
erty taxes is nothing new in 
Georgia, and the House’s e�ort 
on that front did not make it 
through Crossover Day totally 
unscathed. Its original propos-
al to phase out property taxes 
on owner-occupied homes by 
2032 required a constitution-
al amendment, a high bar that 
includes a two-thirds vote by 
lawmakers and rati�cation by 
Georgia voters.

A�er failing to muster two-
thirds support for that ambi-
tious proposal, the House in-
stead passed a substitute version 
on Crossover Day that would 
limit growth in property tax 
revenue to the greater of 3% or 
the rate of in�ation. �e revised 
version of the bill also added a 
“Truth in Taxation” provision, 
which requires noti�cation for 
all property owners when rev-

enues will exceed the roll-back 
rate.

Income-tax reform e�orts 
saw a wide range of bills and 
some notable passages. Senate 
Bills 476 and 477, both intro-
duced by Sen. Blake Tillery 
(R-Vidalia), cleared the Senate 
last month. SB 476 would de-
duct $50,000 from single �lers’ 
taxable income and $100,000 
from joint �lers’ taxable income, 
while repealing or sunsetting 
various tax credits to help pay 
for those cuts. Alternatively, SB 
477 would lower the income tax 
rate to 4.99% for tax year 2026, 
and then to 4.49% in 2027 and 
3.99% in 2028 if revenue con-
ditions are met. �e bills were 
introduced as separate options 
for reform.

�e House also advanced 
a few income tax reforms of 
its own including House Bills 
1000 and 1001 introduced by 
Rep. Matthew Gambill (R-Car-
tersville) and Rep. Will Wade 
(R-Dawsonville), respectively. 
HB 1000 would provide a one-
time income tax rebate of $250 
for single �lers, $375 for heads 
of household and $500 for joint 
�lers who �led returns for both 
2024 and 2025. HB 1001 would 
lower the �at income tax rate 
from 5.19% to 4.99% retroactive 
to the start of 2026.

�e House also passed House 
Bill 880, sponsored by Rep. 
Shaw Blackmon, which would 
reduce the state income tax by 
one-tenth of a percentage point 
each year until it reaches 3.99%. 

It accomplishes this by setting 
aside surplus state revenues for 
future tax relief.

Taxes aren’t the only way 
lawmakers tried to address the 
politically pertinent question 
of a�ordability. Each chamber 
saw e�orts to address permit-
ting delays, which have added 
to the cost of housing in Geor-
gia. Senate Bill 447, sponsored 
by Sen. Clint Dixon (R-Gwin-
nett), would revise the review 
process for permits tied to site 
preparation for new housing 
by requiring clearer reasons 
for denials, imposing a 14-day 
turnaround for resubmissions 
and approving permits if local 
governments miss deadlines. 
While this bill passed its cham-
ber, a similar bill in the House, 
House Bill 812, introduced by 
Rep. Mike Cheokas (R-Ameri-
cus), did not.

In education, the Senate ad-
vanced a bill to create a Geor-
gia Charter Schools Authori-
ty, which would function as a 
state-backed lender for charter 
school facilities projects since 
they o�en lack other access to 
public funding. Senate Bill 498, 
sponsored by Sen. Clint Dixon, 
is designed to expand access to 
low-interest revolving loans and 
other public �nancing tools for 
construction, renovation and 
rehabilitation.

�e Senate advanced a fol-
low-up to the Georgia Promise 
Scholarship law with the pas-
sage of Senate Bill 445, spon-
sored by Sen. Greg Dolezal 

(R-Cumming). Under current 
law, the Governor’s O�ce of 
Student Achievement produc-
es a list of public schools that 
rank in the bottom 25% state-
wide; students zoned to attend 
these schools are eligible for the 
Promise Scholarship. �is up-
date speci�es that the list should 
not include public schools with 
a statewide attendance zone or 
certain charter schools.

Finally, here are a few nota-
ble healthcare items. �e Senate 
passed legislation that would 
establish a pathway for limited 
provisional licenses and even-
tual full licensure for certain 
internationally trained physi-
cians, with hopes of addressing 
the state’s physician workforce 
shortage. �is is Senate Bill 427, 
sponsored by Sen. Ben Watson 
(R-Savannah).

Senate Bill 367, sponsored by 
Sen. Bill Cowsert (R-Athens), 
also crossed over. �is bill would 
create a new certi�cate of need 
exemption for facilities, services 
and equipment dedicated ex-
clusively to cancer treatment. 
House Bill 1292, sponsored by 
Rep. Spencer Frye (D-Athens), 
proposed a CON exemption for 
nursing homes for war veterans, 
but it did not clear the House by 
Crossover Day.

Crossover Day narrows the 
�eld, and while this list of up-
dates is not exhaustive, the next 
few weeks will determine which 
of these proposals ultimately 
make it to the governor’s desk.

Here’s Where Key Georgia Bills Stand 
After Crossover Day 

By Zoe Hammond
News Editor 

Hi my fellow Peach Coun-
�ere’s a di�erence between 
discipline and abuse and it 
seems like many parents can-
not tell what that di�erence 
is. At least, if the frequent ar-
rests for family violence and 
cruelty to children charges in 
the weekly arrest reports are 
anything to go by. Abuse is not 
only physical, it can be mental, 
emotional, sexual, and so on.
�e Centers for Disease Con-

trol de�nes child maltreatment 
as any act or series of acts of 
commission or omission by a 
parent or other caregiver that 
results in harm, potential for 
harm, or threat of harm to a 
child. �ere are di�erent kinds 
of child abuse: physical, sexual, 
or emotional. Neglect, which 
can be benign or deliberate, is 
also child abuse.
What brought on this topic 

is what happened to me the 
other day at the doctor’s o�ce. 
My husband and I were sitting 
and waiting for my appoint-
ment. �ere was only one other 
group of people in the waiting 
room – a grandmother and her 
two grandchildren. �e eldest 
was probably 7 or 8 and the 
youngest had to be younger 
than 5.
�e grandmother was consis-

tently on her phone ignoring 
the two and had brought noth-
ing to keep them occupied. So, 
they were reading the mag-
azines and playing with one 
another – at some points, they 
would get a little loud for being 
inside and the grandmother 
would snap at them and then 
go back to being on her phone.
At one point she got annoyed 

with them and took them both 
into the small bathroom in the 

o�ce. We thought it was may-
be to talk to them privately 
about their behavior. �e �rst 
time we heard a loud squeal 
but couldn’t tell if it was the 
youngest playing or not. �e 
second time, the grandmother 
dragged the youngest by his 
arm and took him into the 
bathroom – this time we could 
hear her hitting and yelling at 
him and him crying. He came 
out clutching his le� eye and 
crying.
I reported her to the o�ce 

and they acted as if this was 
a common occurrence. She 
beat this child because he was 
rambunctious and instead of 
addressing it correctly, like a 
parent or grandparent should, 
went to one of 
If you are taking a young child 

somewhere, more o�en than 
not, you should bring things 
they need such as a book, toy, 
or food. Or, if they have ener-
gy or need attention, you �nd 
a way to help them express 
that energy in a positive way. 
We were in the large medi-
cal facility tied with Houston 
Healthcare – where numerous 
people come to exercise in an 
air-conditioned building. How 
hard would it have been to al-
low them to run around and 
get some of that pent-up ener-
gy out?
�ere is a stark di�erence 

between discipline and abuse. 
Discipline is to teach a child 
right from wrong. �ere are 
far more constructive ways 
to teach children right from 
wrong without defaulting to 
harming the child.
It has long been discussed 

that physical punishment can 
work momentarily to stop 
problematic behavior because 
children are afraid of being hit, 
but it doesn’t work in the long 
term and can make children 
more aggressive according to 
Sandra Graham-Bermann, 
PhD, a psychology professor 
and principal investigator for 
the Child Violence and Trau-
ma Laboratory at the Universi-
ty of Michigan. She details this 
in her work on the American 
Psychology Foundation.
Additionally, if your goal 

B u r n i n g  F a t  S n a c k s  F r o m  O u r  F a t t y  D e p o s i t sT h e r e ’ s  a  D i f f e r e n c e  
B e t w e e n  D i s c i p l i n e  

a n d  A b u s e

Charlie Harper 
Guest Columnist

I tend to begin my mornings 
with a game of Wordle. A quick 
word game is a decent way to get 
the mind working and hopeful-
ly exercise and extend cognitive 
abilities. �ere are no stakes in-
volved other than a few minutes 
of my time and perhaps a few 
minutes of self-loathing when I 
fail to guess the right answer.

Other word games have much 
higher stakes. We’re a nation 
clearly at war. Congress hasn’t 
o�cially declared a war since 
WWII, but we’ve had quite a 
few peacekeeping missions and 
police actions since then. �e 
graves of our soldiers from the 
con�icts of the past 80 years 
look remarkably the same as to 
those who died in our declared 
wars.

We’re now even playing word 
games over the name of the 
entity that manages and funds 
our armed forces. What was 
once the Department of War 
was changed by Congress to 
the kinder, gentler name of the 
Department of Defense. Presi-

dent Trump has reverted back 
to calling it the Department of 
War. Congress, as they so o�en 
do, has made some speeches and 
sent out some press releases, but 
has o�cially shrugged at the 
change.

Over this time our language 
for public discourse has de-
volved in parallel with Con-
gress’ sense of urgency.  We’ve 
moved from “Ask not what your 
country can do for you, but what 
you can do for your country” to 
“(Expletive) ICE”.  

�e latter is supposed to be 
cool and relatable to the young 
kids.  We know this because it’s 
almost exclusively used by baby 
boomers, including those who 
have been in Congress since we 
were mopping up from the Viet-
nam…police action.

Congress appropriated bil-
lions in multi-year funding for 
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement and it’s cousin agen-
cy Customs and Border Patrol 
in the One Big Beautiful Bill. 
�e rest of the Department of 
Homeland Security has gone 
without funding a�er the agen-

cy was stripped from the last set 
this year’s appropriations bills 
passed and signed in mid-Feb-
ruary.  

�e stated goal in this word 
game is to gain concessions on 
procedures used by ICE to de-
tain and deport people who are 
in this country illegally.  �e 
TL;DR version is to (Expletive 
ICE).

But ICE is already fully fund-
ed, and the Democrats who re-
fuse to vote for the bill didn’t 
want to shut down the entire fed-
eral government.  �ey are now 
just using the non-ICE/CBP 
federal employees as “leverage”.  
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse is 
fond of that word, noting that 
a shutdown is “the only lever 
(Democrats) have”. 

Students of physics know that 
a lever works when a �xed rod 
is placed against a �xed pivot 
point, or fulcrum, to move the 
object of choice. It’s the fulcrum 
that was otherwise minding its 
own business that must absorb 
all the pressure and force for the 
lever to work.

�e pressure points in this 

government shutdown are the 
employees of the TSA, the Coast 
Guard, FEMA, Secret Service, 
and the Cybersecurity and In-
frastructure Security Agency. 
About 90% of the employees in 
these agencies are considered 
“essential”, and thus are still ex-
pected to work to retain their 
positions. �ey missed their �rst 
full paychecks last week. 

�ese aren’t desk jockey pa-
per pushers.  And as a remind-
er, word games or not, we are 
at war. �e country we’re at war 
with is the world’s largest spon-
sor of terror groups. �ey are 
known to incubate and activate 
sleeper cells around the globe. 
And we’re not paying the folks 
that screen our airports, coasts, 
or work against cyber threats.

�e last administration let 20 
million undocumented people 
enter our country without any 
sense of vetting. �is was done 
while the Biden Administration 
pretended Congress needed to 
act to stop it. 

Democrats’ Senate Filibuster Risks Domestic Disaster

Danyale Starley
Interim Executive Director
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By Billy Powell
Parables to Ponder

LT Columnist
A young female pilot was 

making a training �ight.  Since 
she always seemed to panic 
during engine stalls, her in-
structor asked her to attempt 
another stall recovery.  Deter-
mined to get it right this time, 
she cut the engines. �e next 
thing she knew her Cessna 150 
was hurtling toward earth in a 
twisting, wing-over-wing spin. 
As she wrestled with the con-
trols, she remembered her in-
structor’s words, “If you ever get 
into a spin in a Cessna 150, just 
let go of the controls. It’s built 
to pull out of a spin on its own.”  
Yet she was still �ghting the 
controls with all her strength 
and wouldn’t release her hands. 
In desperation, she shouted to 
herself, “let go!” but her hands 

still clutched the controls. Call-
ing on God and using every 
ounce of will power, she �nal-
ly threw her hands up in the 
air and held them there. A�er 
some wild yawing and pitching, 
the aircra� straightened out and 
returned to level �ight.  She had 
fallen nearly half a mile, but she 
was safe--because she had let 
go. 

Just as the pilot recovered 
from the tailspin, God is al-
ways in control even when 
things seem to be spinning 
out of control. �e trials and 
tribulations of life are many. 
People universally face disap-
pointment, rejection, sorrow, 
grief, and frustration. A young 
man I knew received the dread-
ed pink slip. His company was 
downsizing and he got caught 
in a reduction in force. He was 
crushed, despondent, and didn’t 
know which way to turn. I ad-
vised him to aggressively seek 
reemployment with other com-
panies with all the resources he 
could muster. I also cautioned 
him that he would surely hit 
brick walls along the way, but 
when that happened to turn ev-
ery thing over to God for only 
He could move brick walls. I 
further stressed that he seek 
God’s will for God had a good 

and perfect plan for his life.
When we go through di�-

cult times in our lives, we, too, 
need to let go of the controls.  
As the old saying goes, we need 
to “let go and let God.”  �at’s 
exactly what God said through 
the Psalmist in verse 46:10:  “Be 
still and know that I am God.” 
In this passage, God is urging us 
to cease striving on our own, to 
trust Him in di�cult situations, 
to let go, and to let Him handle 
things. We can do that with as-
surance because Psalm 46:1 de-
clares:  “God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present help in 
times of trouble.”

Jesus knew that John would 
face martyrdom and need a spe-
cial grace when it occurred. �e 
Master told John, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you when you were young, 
you girded yourself and walked 
where you would; but when you 
are old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and another will gird you 
and carry you where you do not 
wish to go.”  Jesus then said to 
John, “Follow me.” �ere will 
be times in life when we must 
travel a path that we prefer not 
to take.  It is then that we must 
turn to Jesus and follow him. 

Billy Powell
Parables to Ponder

Columnist

Let Go of The Controls

MARCH 21
EASTER FAMILY & FRIENDS 

DAY
�e Lighthouse Church of 

Fort Valley, Hwy 49S, 1556 
Peach Parkway, next to Georgia 
Pecan in Fort Valley, would like 
to invite you to an Easter family 
and friends day on Saturday, 
March 21 beginning at 11:00 
a.m.   Please join us for a time 
of fellowship, good food and an 
Easter Egg Hunt for the kids.  All 
are welcome!

MARCH 23
ALL ARE INVITED TO JOIN 

OUR TACTICAL CIVICS 
CHAPTER

To Learn How “We �e 
People” can Execute our God 
given American duties.

NOW WHEN WE RISE 
VIDEO SERIES

TOPIC: (X)ecution and 
Perseverance

Monday, March 23, 2026, 6:15 
pm-7:30 pm at the Perry Public 
Library, Meeting Room, 1201 
Washington Ave, Perry, GA. 
31069

YOU ARE INVITED TO 
CELEBRATE HOLY WEEK AND 

EASTER AT
SAINT ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
At 309 Central Avenue, Fort 

Valley, Georgia.
Sunday, March 29 at 9:00 am 

Palm Sunday
�ursday, April 2 at 6:00 pm 

Maundy �ursday
Friday, April 3 at 6:00 pm 

Good Friday
Sunday, April 5 at 9:00 am 

EASTER DAY
ALL ARE WELCOME!

LENTEN SCHEDULE 
ST. ANDREW’S & ST. LUKE’S 

EPISCOPAL CHURCHES 
Please join us – 
�en at St. Luke’s Episcopal 

Church, 1000 State University 
Drive, Fort Valley 

�ursday, March 19 - Anna 
Holloway, Author of “Be Sure to 
Wave,” Her Latest Book 

�ursday, March 26 - Julie 
Groce, Canon for Special 
Projects  

Friday 6:00pm February 
27-March 27  Stations of the 
Cross in St. Andrew’s Church 

St. Andrew’s & St. Luke’s wish 
you a Holy Lenten Season

USHER’S TEMPLE CME 
CHURCH

411 Railroad Street, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030. 478-825-5106.

Join us each Sunday morning 
with Pastor Tawanna B. Harris 
and members at 9:30am for 
Sunday School followed at 
11:00am with holy worship 
service. You may join us virtually 
via Facebook Live and Youtube. 
Bible study is each Wednesday 
in person at 12:00 and virtually 
at 7:00pm via Zoom. 

FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
AT  ST. PETER A.M.E. CHURCH 

ANNEX
Food Pantry Distribution at 

St. Peter A.M.E. Church Annex, 
502 State University Drive, Fort 
Valley, GA. 
Fourth �ursday of each 

month (January-October) and 
�ird �ursday of November 
and December. Call (478) 825-
8452 for details.

BAHA’I COMMUNITY OF 
PEACH COUNTY

�e Baha’i Community of 
Peach County warmly invites 
you to an interfaith devotional 
and discussion via Zoom on 
the second Wednesday of each 

month, 7:00 - 8:00pm.  �e 
purpose of the gathering is to 
build friendship and unity.  No 
contributions are solicited or 
accepted.  If you’re interested, 
email us at peachcobahais@
gmail.com, and we’ll send you 
an invitation!

COME PRAISE THE LORD 
OVER ZOOM
Sundays 10am - 12noon. 

Wednesday nights 7pm-
8:30pm. Meeting# 2059432744
Code 7Sb6h8
Host James Manning (Elder) 

CHRISTIAN FAITH BAPTIST 
CHURCH

“Connecting People to Christ”
Rev. Bobby J. Roberson, Pastor
478-822-9897. 1735 Hwy 341 

North, Fort Valley, GA 31030

FORT VALLEY METHODIST 
CHURCH

 301 W. Church Street
(478)825-2762

Join us each Sunday at 10:55AM 
for Christian fellowship and 
a spirit-lead service with our 
pastor, Rev. Herb Flanders. 
Sunday School for all ages 
begins at 9:45AM.  Nursery is 
available for infants and younger 
children.

FT VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  (behind Courthouse)

Come & worship in a casual 
atmosphere at 5:00pm each 
Sunday. Our weekly pastor will 
be the Rev. Dr. Bryan Whit�led, 
a Presbyterian minister who also 
teaches at Mercer University. 
For any interested, we will have 
weekly Sunday School Bible 
Study starting at 4:00pm in 
the room o� the sanctuary. 
Come and join us for an exciting 
summer. Brenda Rackley 478-
283-1356.

FRIENDSHIP  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

2560 Willow Lake Road, 
Fort Valley, GA 31030. 

GRACE HOUSE COMMUNITY 
FOODBANK

Open Tuesdays and �ursdays. 
9:00am - 12:00pm. Located 
behind Fort Valley Court House, 
203 Central Ave., Fort Valley. 
Phone: 478-825-2562 (TFN)

GREATER FAITH BABIES 
MINISTRIES

1000 Tulip Drive, Fort Valley.
Sunday School at 8:30am
Morning Worship at 10:00am
Wednesday: Free Fellowship 

Meal at 6pm
60 Minutes Bible Study from 

7:00pm -8:00pm Come and 
fellowship with us!

HOSTING ANGLICAN 
INQUIRERS’ CLASS

Led by Father Matt Harlow
Learn the basics of the 

Christian Faith while enjoying a 
meal and fellowship.
We will cover theology, 

history, liturgy, and more! 
To register contact Fr Matt 
at harlowmatthew@gmail.com
https://www.middlegaanglican.

org

THE LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH 
OF FORT VALLEY

Looking for a church?  Pastor 
Tony Wood invites you to 
come visit us. Bring the kids for 
Children’s Church!
Sunday School at 9:30. Sunday 

Worship at 10:30. 

SAINT ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

SAINT ANDREW’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH located 

at 309 Central Avenue, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030. �e Rev. 
Harriette Simmons Ballard.
Services every Sunday at 

9:00am with Co�ee Hour 
following in Robinson Hall.

ST. JULIANA’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

804 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
Phone:(478) 825-7127
Sat., 7:00pm Spanish Mass
Sun., 9:00am English Mass;       

11:00 am    Spanish Mass
Weekday Mass: Tues., - �urs.   

6:30pm
Confessions: �urs., 6:00pm;       

Sat. 6:30pm; Sun. 10:30am
Adoration: �urs., 7:00pm;      

Sat.  8-9am; Sun.  6:00pm

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

1000 State University Drive 
across from the �rst entrance to 
FVSU. 
We hold morning prayer 

services, at 10:15am Sundays. 
Eucharist (Communion) is on 
second Sundays at 11am.
Please donate to our Little Free 

Pantry on Charlesvoix St. behind 
the church (or take food if you 
are in need). For more info, go 
to our Facebook page or contact 
Anna Holloway 478-397-4678 
and leave a text message.

SAINT PETER AME CHURCH
502 State University Drive, 

Fort Valley GA 31030
Join us for a rewarding Worship 

Experience at “�e Rock” each 
Sunday at 10:00AM.  Our pastor 
is Rev. Anthony Dixon.  You 
may also join us via YouTube 
and Facebook.  Weekly Bible 
Study every Wednesday at 
7:00p.m.  
Bianca Ballard (478)825-8452.

SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF FORT VALLEY

1101 East Church St, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030
Please join us as we continue to 

seek to save them that are lost! 
Our weekly schedule is:

Sunday School at 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship at 11:15 A.M.
Bible Study at 7:00 P.M. – 

Tuesdays
To contact us, please leave 

a message at (478) 825-7581 
or send email to secretary@
shilohbaptistfortvalley.org or 
write us at the above post o�ce 
box.

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
505 State University Drive, Fort 

Valley, Georgia 31030
Trinity Baptist Church welcomes 

you to join us in holy worship service 
each Sunday morning at 11:00 am.  
Sunday School is scheduled at 9:30 
am. and Bible Study at 7:00 pm. on 
Wednesday, currently on Zoom.  
(Contact us at the above number for 
Zoom access information.)  

Also, we invite the participation 
of children in our Godly Girls and 
Champs Ministries.  Godly Girls, 
ages 8-15, meets Wednesday at 5 
pm; Champs on �ursday at 6 pm. 
in Church Annex.  Transportation 
is available.  We look forward to 
having you join us soon!

For additional information, call 
478-825-7349.
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Now the second Trump Ad-
ministration has virtually halted 
illegal entries into the country, 
but the minority party in Con-
gress is using it’s only levers to 
stop not just ICE practices and 
policies, but is refusing to cede 
to the validity of any deporta-
tion order issued anywhere.

�ink that’s an extreme or 
overarching statement?  Sena-
tor Chris Van Hollen �ew to El 
Salvador to meet with a “Mary-
land man” who has had a long-
standing deportation order, and 
is an MS-13 gang member and 

known human tra�cker. 
Who are the folks bearing the 

cost of this shutdown?  A TSA 
agent in Atlanta has a start-
ing salary of about $38,000, or 
about $18 an hour plus bene�ts.  
An agent with 3 to 5 years of ex-
perience makes about $50,000.  

�ese are salaries that are usu-
ally associated with people liv-
ing paycheck to paycheck. And 
now the Democrats in Congress 
believe withholding their pay-
checks is the best way for them 
to change the administration’s 
deportation arc.

We can see the results in air-
port security lines. We can’t see 
as closely what is happening in 
the minds of other o�cials ded-
icated to securing our country at 
a time of war who are trying to 
�gure out how to pay mortgag-
es, car payments, or even buy 
groceries. 

�ose blocking a �nal Senate 
vote to fund agencies designed 
to protecting Americans at 
home are enjoying their word 
games. �ey run the risk of rais-
ing the stakes to the point of a 
domestic disaster. 

when punishing your child is 
to instill fear rather than to ed-
ucate them, that’s not discipline, 
it’s abuse.
Justice for Children states: 

“Discipline is administered by a 
parent in order to teach a child 
right from wrong, or to prevent 
the child from injuring himself. 
It is consistent and not carried 
out to satisfy the parent’s anger. 
Abuse, on the other hand, is un-
predictable and stems from the 
parent’s own need to lash out in 
anger or frustration.”
Discipline does not require the 

use of any implement, such as 
a belt or stick, and should not 
leave bruises or draw blood.
For those who work o�en with 

children, most know the signs, 
but Justice for Children pro-
vides a list of potential signs of 
abuse. �ey include:
    Unexplained bruises or welts 

especially on the face, lips, back, 
buttocks, and thighs
    Bruises in various stages of 

healing.
    Unexplained burns: cigar, 

cigarette burns (especially on 

soles of feet, palms, back, or 
buttocks).
    Immersion burns (sock-like, 

glove-like burns on buttocks or 
genitalia).
    Pattern burns (shaped like 

an iron, electrical stove burner, 
curling wand, etc.)
    Internal injuries
    Unexplained fractures/dis-

locations
    Unexplained lacerations or 

abrasions
    Head injuries
    Unexplained bald patches
    Obvious attempts to hide 

bruises or injuries
    Inappropriate clothing for 

the weather
    Excessive school absentee-

ism
    Fear of parents or adults
    Running away
    Arriving to school early/

leaving late
    Behavioral extremes: ex-

tremely aggressive, opposition-
al, demanding
    Behavioral extremes: overly 

compliant, passive, withdrawn
    Academic/behavioral prob-

lems at school
    Cognitive impairment
    De�cits in speech and lan-

guage
    Lack of basic trust in others
    Depression, low self-esteem
    Destructive behavior
    Suicidal tendencies
    Fatigue
    Hypervigilance
If you notice these signs when 

interacting with children, pay 
attention to how the parents 
and grandparents act.
If you suspect that a child 

is being abused or neglected, 
the O�ce of the Child Advo-
cate (OCA) encourages you to 
make a report to the Division 
of Family and Children Services 
(DFCS).
In order to make a report to 

DFCS, you can call Central-
ized Intake at 1-855-422-4453, 
where a report can be made 24 
hours a day and 7 days a week. 
However, if a child is in imme-
diate danger, please contact 911 
or local law enforcement �rst, 
then contact DFCS.

HAMMOND
CONTINUED FROM 4A

State House declines proposal for 
regulating psychedelic therapy clinics

By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — Georgia law-

makers declined to tighten reg-
ulations for clinics that admin-
ister Ketamine and other drugs 
used for psychedelic therapy, 
but the debate is not over yet.

�e 73-88 vote against House 
Bill 717 on the House �oor 
Tuesday was a rejection of a 
request by the Georgia Com-
posite Medical Board to require 
that only specially trained phy-
sicians be allowed to have ma-

jority ownership of such clinics.
“Ketamine is a very, very dan-

gerous drug. It is FDA-approved 
only to use as an anesthet-
ic,” said Rep. Sharon Cooper, 
R-Marietta, who introduced the 
bill.

In addition to ensuring safe 
use of Ketamine, said Cooper, 
a licensed nurse, her bill would 
prepare Georgia for the future, 
“because there are more psy-
chedelic drugs coming that are 
under study now that are even 
more dangerous. How about Ec-
stasy? Or magic mushrooms?”

Two medical doctors who 

serve in the House also backed 
the measure.

Rep. Michelle Au, D-Johns 
Creek, an anesthesiologist who 
said she has administered Ket-
amine, said the legislation was 
needed to increase safety.

So did Rep. Mark Newton, 
R-Augusta, an emergency phy-
sician.

“If your hip’s out of joint, 
if your child has a bad facial 
laceration, this is a great med-
icine,” he said, adding that 
he and Au were probably the 
only two representatives in the 
House “who’ve seen people stop 

breathing because of this medi-
cine … and know how serious a 
drug this is.”

Critics saw HB 717 as an at-
tempt by doctors to corner the 
market.

Rep. Lauren McDonald III, 
R-Cumming, said he supports 
regulating these clinics. “But 
House Bill 717 simply does not 
regulate clinics. It restructures 
ownership and clinical authori-

ty in a way that prioritizes title 
over training and control over 
competency,” he said, adding 
that the legislation would re-
duce growth in the sector and 
public access to such clinics.

Cooper could o�er nothing 
when another lawmaker asked 
if she had data showing majority 
physician ownership was safer.

A�er the measure failed, a 
lawmaker motioned to recon-

sider, and Speaker Jon Burns, 
R-Newington, announced an-
other vote on HB 717 would 
occur when the House meets 
again Wednesday.

In addition to the physician 
ownership mandate, the mea-
sure would require the Georgia 
Composite Medical Board to 
establish rules and regulations 
for safe clinic operations.
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CHARLES ROY ADAMS, JR. 

(Aug. 16, 1932-Feb. 23, 2026). 
Charles Roy (“Mr. Charlie”) 
Adams, Jr. passed away at the 
age of 93 on Monday, Feb. 23, 
2026. A graveside service was 
held at 1:00 p.m. at Oakview 
Cemetery in Camilla, Geor-
gia on �ursday, Feb. 26, 2026, 
with Rev. Dennis Stalvey o�ci-
ating. Parker-Bramlett Funeral 
Home in Camilla was in charge 
of arrangements. A memorial 
service will be held on Satur-
day, March 21, 2026, at the Fort 
Valley Methodist Church, 301 
West Church Street in Fort Val-
ley, with visitation beginning at 
10:00 AM followed by a memo-
rial service at 11:00 AM. Rooks 
Funeral Home is in charge of 
memorial arrangements.

Mr. Charlie was the only child 
of C. Roy Adams of Fitzgerald 
and Mary Wilson Adams of 
Leslie, Georgia. On his father’s 
side, Mr. Charlie was related 
to Rev. Billy Graham and to 
Capt. Hugh McCall, the author 
of Georgia’s �rst history. His 
mother was the granddaughter 
of Sen. William Adams Wil-
son, one of the founders of the 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
(ironically, as we shall see). He 
was born two months prema-
ture, which resulted in him be-
ing blind in one eye and there-
fore unable to play sports as 
he would have otherwise loved 
to do. He liked to say that he 
weighed four pounds at birth, 
and subsequently gained anoth-
er 180 pounds.

He attended Fitzgerald High 
School, where he was the Vale-
dictorian of the Class of 1949, 
as well as the Manager of the 
Purple Hurricane football team 
that won the State Champion-
ship in fall, 1948. He memorial-
ized that championship season 
in his 1996 book, Purple and 
Gold Boys. He was also an Eagle 
Scout (Order of the Arrow), and 
had a lifelong love of scouting, 
which extended to his founding 
of Fort Valley Cub Scout Pack 
59 in 1966, with himself as the 
�rst Scoutmaster.

He graduated Phi Beta Kappa 
from the University of Georgia 
School of Law in 1955, having 
been admitted to practice law 
in Georgia in October 1954, as 
was allowed at the time. He was 
a member of the UGA Gridiron 
Secret Society, the Sphinx Club, 
and the Alpha Tau Omega Fra-
ternity, and was President of the 
UGA Interfraternity Council in 
1952-53.

While studying at Georgia, 

Mr. Charlie met and on Dec. 
30, 1954, married the love of 
his life, the late Margaret Leah 
Twitty of Camilla (1932-1983). 
He was commissioned as a 
First Lieutenant into the Judge 
Advocate General Corps of the 
United States Army in 1956; 
served a term of active duty at 
the Pentagon during 1956-1958, 
and therea�er in the Reserves 
for several years, attaining the 
reserve rank of Major.

Upon leaving the Army, he 
was Law Clerk to Georgia Court 
of Appeals Chief Judge Jule 
Wimberley Felton from 1958-
1959, a�er which he joined the 
Atlanta �rm of Hansell, Post, 
Brandon & Dorsey (now Jones 
Day) as a litigator.

Feeling the call to return 
to his small town roots, Mr. 
Charlie in 1962 relo-cated his 
family to Fort Valley, where 
he then practiced law for the 
next 51 years, 30 of which were 
in partnership with his son, 
Charles III. During that time, 
they served as attorneys for 
Peach County, the Peach Coun-
ty Board of Education, the City 
of Fort Valley, and the Fort Val-
ley Utility Commission, among 
many other local government 
entities. Blue Bird Body Co., 
Southern Orchards, Inc., and 
all of the local banks were also 
among their many regular cli-
ents. Mr. Charlie was known as 
the pre-eminent property law-
yer in Peach and surrounding 
counties, and his intelligence 
and hard work straightened out 
many a thorny chain of title in 
the middle Georgia area.

Charlie and Leah were close 
personal friends with Jimmy 
and Rosalynn Carter, and the 
two couples visited in each oth-
ers’ homes, including the White 
House. Mr. Charlie said that 
one of the highlights of his life 
was being invited to the White 
House Ball on Inauguration 
Day, 1977, and they were also 
subsequently invited as guests to 
the Carter White House. Asked 
the di�erence between being a 
guest at the White House as op-
posed to a tourist, Mr. Charlie 
said, “well, for one thing, they 

let you sit on the furniture.”
In addition to his law prac-

tice, Mr. Charlie found time 
for a host of extracurricular 
pursuits. An ardent Civil War 
scholar, he wrote and published 
in 1989 the book A Post of Hon-
or, which was listed in Civil 
War Times as one of the “Best 
100 Books about the Civil War.” 
�is book is about the corre-
spondence and military ex-
ploits of his great-grandfather, 
Capt. Shepherd Greene Pryor 
of Sumter County, Georgia, as a 
member of the Twel�h Georgia 
Regiment under Gen. Robert E. 
Lee in the Army of Northern 
Virginia.

He was a born actor, notably 
(for a gentile) playing the role of 
�e Rabbi in Macon Little �e-
atre’s 1973 production of Fid-
dler on the Roof. He was also an 
avid, perhaps even rabid, Geor-
gia Bulldogs fan, and for that 
reason always played down his 
family ties to Georgia Tech.

Most importantly, Mr. Char-
lie loved the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and was His follower from the 
time he accepted Him as Savior 
at age 8 in 1940. He was active in 
his local church in every com-
munity he belonged to (includ-
ing he and Leah being charter 
members of St. James Method-
ist Church in Atlanta), and he 
taught Sunday School and sang 
in the Chancel Choir at Fort 
Valley Methodist Church for 
more than ��y years.

Following the untimely death 
of his beloved Leah in 1983 
from cancer, Mr. Charlie in 1984 
married Judy Maddox McMil-
lan (1943-2020) of Fort Valley, 
with whom he shared a long and 
happy relationship. He is sur-
vived by his children, Charles R. 
Adams III and Mary Elisabeth 
Adams (Dr. Howard) Johnson; 
stepchildren, Meri Hart Khoury 
(& partner, Mohamed El-
sawah) and Amy (Shawn) Butt-
igieg; and grandchildren and 
step-grandchildren William Jo-
seph (Autumn) Adams, Alexan-
dra Johnson (Nicholas) Kissel, 
Kate Johnson, Julia and Alex 
Khoury, and Kaity, Michael, 
and Willow Buttigieg, as well as 
countless beloved kinfolk of the 
Wilson-Pryor clan.

In lieu of �owers, the family 
requests that donations be made 
to the Organ Fund of the Fort 
Valley Methodist Church, 301 
West Church Street, Fort Valley, 
Georgia 31030.

“Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant. Enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.”

Charles Roy Adams, Jr.
Obituaries Georgia House and Senate 

Republicans on parallel course 
to reduce state income tax rate

By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — One thing that 

Georgia’s House and Senate can 
agree on a�er �nishing the �rst 
round of this year’s legislative 
session is that the state income 
tax rate should continue falling.

Friday was the deadline for 
lawmakers to vote out the bills 
they were most serious about, 
moving  them from the House 
to the Senate and vice versa.

�e Senate had already sent 
legislation to the House  last 
month that would cut the in-
come tax rate to 3.99%.

On Friday, the House kicked a 
bill to the Senate with the same 
tax rate reduction and with an 
increase to the standard deduc-
tion that was similar to what 
was in the Senate bill.

Rep. Shaw Blackmon, R-Bo-
naire, the architect of the House 
measure, said it would cost the 
state $600 million in the �rst 
full year of implementation.

Democrats ridiculed the Re-
publican plan, asserting  that 
two-thirds of the tax cut would 
go to the wealthiest ��h of 
the population while leaving 
less money for services, such 
as education. Most Georgians 
might see a few hundred dol-
lars while the rich would get 
thousands, said Rep. Sam Park, 
D-Lawrenceville, the House mi-
nority whip.

“We must stop these tax cuts 
for the rich if we want to li� all 
Georgians up.”

Republicans �ipped the logic.
Rep. Chuck Martin, R-Al-

pharetta, said that if the top 

20% would get two-thirds of 
the bene�t, then they are paying 
that same proportion of the in-
come tax now.

“�e math goes both ways,” 
he said.

House Bill 880 then passed 
102-69.

It would reduce the income 
tax rate a tenth of a percent-
age point per year, conditioned 
upon continued growth in 
state revenue,  until the rate 
reached 3.99%.

�e current income tax rate 
is 5.19%. But, last month, state 
representatives  passed House 
Bill 1001, which would drop it 
to 4.99% retroactive to the start 
of this year. If the Senate em-
braces both, then it would take 
a decade to reach 3.99%.

HB 880 would simultaneous-
ly increase the standard deduc-
tion. It is $12,000 for a single �l-
er now and would increase $600 
a year until reaching $18,000 in 
a decade. �ese numbers would 
double for married couples �l-
ing jointly.

�is approach di�ers only by 
degrees from  Senate Bill 477 
passed by senators  early last 
month. �eir approach  would 
reduce the rate to 3.99% much 
sooner, by 2028. It would raise 
the standard deduction a little 
less,  to $16,000 for individuals 
and $32,000 for married cou-
ples.

�at 3.99% rate was the Sen-
ate’s second priority, the �rst 
being Senate Bill 476 to in-
crease the standard deduction 
to $50,000 for individuals and 
$100,000 for couples.

To make both options pal-
atable, the Senate handed the 

House what Sen. Blake Tillery, 
R-Vidalia, the designer of the 
two Senate bills, described as an 
“olive branch.”

He scooped out the contents 
of two unrelated measures the 
House had sent the Senate last 
year and, like a baker �lling a 
donut with custard, squeezed in 
the language from the two Sen-
ate bills. House Bill 463 mirrors 
SB 477, and House Bill 134 cop-
ies SB 476.

So, now the House has two 
bills that would reduce the in-
come tax rate to 3.99% — one 
that just reached the Senate and 
another that just got lobbed 
back from there.

Either by chance or design 
(probably the latter), HB 463 
— the bill the Senate gutted 
before tossing it back to the 
House �lled with a 3.99% in-
come tax rate— was originally 
authored by Blackmon. He is 
the same  state representative 
who rallied House Republicans 
to send HB 880, for a 3.99% tax 
rate, to the Senate on Friday.

�ere are bragging rights on 
the campaign trail for getting 
bills passed, and all seats are up 
for election this year.

Tillery, when he was asked 
about HB 880 versus HB 463 
outside the Capitol Monday, 
echoed  a line that is o�en at-
tributed to Harry S. Truman.

“�ere’s no limit on what you 
can accomplish if you don’t care 
who gets the credit,” said Til-
lery, who is running for lieu-
tenant governor and has spoken 
quite a bit about the Senate Re-
publicans’ tax cutting agenda. “I 
don’t care who gets the credit.”

Photo by Ashtin Barker/Capitol Beat 
Sen. Blake Tillery, R-Vidalia, speaking about the state budget on the Senate Floor at the Georgia Capitol 

on Friday, Feb. 20.
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Photo by Zoe Hammond
Peach County Parks and Recreation Department’s 14U Boys Basketball State Champions

work in economic develop-
ment and business leadership. 
Bowen has worked for the De-
velopment Authority of Peach 
County as well as served as Pres-
ident and CEO of the Peach Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce.
Following that, the commis-

sioners recognized the Peach 
County Parks and Recreation 
Department’s 14U Boys Basket-
ball State Champions.
At 6:30 p.m. sharp, the com-

missioners went into a public 
hearing for the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan Process by the 
Middle Georgia Regional Com-
mission (MGRC). �e Joint 
Comprehensive Plan process 
will involve gathering data from 
the citizens of Peach County and 
implementing changes to bene-

�t the community.

Concerning old business, Mid-
dle Georgia Regional Commis-
sion (MGRC) Director of Plan-
ning & Public Administration 
Greg Boike spoke on the Peach 
County Service Delivery Strate-
gy, which includes Peach Coun-
ty as well as the cities of Byron, 
Fort Valley, and Warner Robins.
Regarding new business, Chief 

County Marshal Todd Shepherd 
brought forth three business li-
cense presentations to the com-
missioners – Roof Roof Roo�ng, 
LLC., Seven Sisters Handcra�ed 
Goods, LLC., and Valley Storage 
Parking – all of which were ap-
proved. 
Vice-Chairwoman Hill dis-

cussed the road conditions of Ira 

Hicks Boulevard, recounting her 
encounter with one of the vari-
ous potholes on the road. �e 
commissioners spoke with Bob-
by Cowart, the Peach County’s 
Public Works Director, about 
working with the City of Fort 
Valley to patch parts of the road 
for now.
�ere was a Tax Levy Reso-

lution from the Peach County 
Board of Education as well as an 
Annexation Request from the 
City of Byron, which were both 
approved by the commissioners.
Concerned citizen Beverly 

Delton spoke with the commis-
sioners about issues of speeding 
and loud noises from vehicles on 
State University Drive.
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L T 26-017
I N  T H E  P R O B A T E  C O U R T  O F  

P E A C H  C O U N T Y  
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A  

I N  R E :  E S T A T E  O F  D I A N E  E .  C O L E S ,  
D E C E A S E D  
E S T A T E  N O .  2024-A D M -7027 

N O T I C E  
T h e  p e t i t i o n  o f  p e rs o n al  re p re se n t at i ve  f o r 
l e ave  t o  se l l  p ro p e rt y  i n  t h e  ab o ve -re f e r-
eQced esWaWe KaYiQJ EeeQ duly filed� 
T O: 
A N Y  A N D  A L L  I N T E R E S T E D  P A R T I E S  
7Kis is Wo QoWiIy you Wo file aQ oEMecWioQ� 
i f  t h e re  i s  an y ,  t o  t h e  ab o v e -re f e re n c e d  
p e t i t i o n ,  i n  t h i s C o u rt  o n  o r b e f o re  A P R I L  8 
2026  
B E  N O T I F I E D  F U R T H E R : A l l  o b j e ct i o n s  
t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n  m u st  b e  i n  w ri t i n g ,  se t t i n g  
f o rt h  t h e  g ro u n d s o f  an y su ch  o b j e ct i o n s.  
A l l  o b j e ct i o n s m u st  b e  sw o rn  t o  b e f o re  a 
n o t ary  p u b l i c  o r b e f o re  a p ro b at e  c o u rt  
clerN� aQd filiQJ Iees PusW Ee WeQdered 
w i t h  yo u r o b j e ct i o n s,  u n l e ss yo u  q u al i f y t o  
file as aQ iQdiJeQW SarWy� CoQWacW SroEaWe 
c o u rt  p e rs o n n e l  f o r t h e  re q u i re d  am o u n t  
oI filiQJ Iees� ,I aQy oEMecWioQs are filed� a 
h e ari n g  w i l l  b e  sch e d u l e d  at  a l at e r d at e .  
,I Qo oEMecWioQs are filed� WKe SeWiWioQ Pay 
b e  g ran t e d  w i t h o u t  a h e ari n g .  
K i m  W i l so n
Ju d g e  o f  t h e  P ro b at e  C o u rt
B y: K at ri n a C o rb i n
C l e rk o f  t h e  P ro b at e  C o u rt
205 W E S T  C H U R C H  S T  
FOR T  V A L L E Y  G A  31030 
478-825-2313 

M arch  18,  25,  A p ri l  1,  8,  2026

L T 26-019
I N  T H E  P R O B A T E  C O U R T  O F  

P E A C H  C O U N T Y  
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A

I N  R E :  E S T A T E  O F  
W I L L I E  J .  C O L B E R T  J R . ,  D E C E A S E D  
E S T A T E  N O ,  2026-A D M -7248 
P E T I T I O N  F O R  L E T T E R S  O F  A D M I N I S -

T R A T I O N  N O T I C E  
T O: A N Y  A N D  A L L  I N T E R E S T E D  P A R -
T I E S  an d  t o  w h o m  i t  m ay co n ce rn : 
J A C Q U E L I N E  C OL B E R T  h as  p e t i t i o n e d  
f o r J A C Q U E L I N E  C OL B E R T  t o  b e  ap -
p o i n t e d  ad m i n i s t rat o r( s )  o f  t h e  e s t at e  o f  
W I L L I E  J .  C OL B E R T  J R .  d e c e as e d ,  o f  s ai d  
c o u n t y .  ( T h e  p e t i t i o n e r h as  al s o  ap p l i e d  f o r 
w ai v e r o f  b o n d ,  w ai v e r o f  re p o rt s ,  w ai v e r o f  
s t at e m e n t s ,  an d / o r g ran t  o f  c e rt ai n  p o w e rs  
c o n t ai n e d  i n  O. C . G . A .  §  53-12-26 1. )  A l l  
iQWeresWed SersoQs are KereEy QoWified Wo 
s h o w  c au s e  w h y  s ai d  p e t i t i o n  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  
g ran t e d .  A l l  o b j e ct i o n s t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n  m u st  
b e  i n  w ri t i n g ,  se t t i n g  f o rt h  t h e  g ro u n d s o f  
aQy sucK oEMecWioQs� aQd PusW Ee filed ZiWK 
t h e  C o u rt  o n  o r b e f o re  M A R C H  26 ,  2026  
B E  N O T I F I E D  F U R T H E R : A l l  o b j e ct i o n s  
t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n  m u st  b e  i n  w ri t i n g ,  se t t i n g  
f o rt h  t h e  g ro u n d s o f  an y su ch  o b j e ct i o n s.  
A l l  o b j e ct i o n s sh o u l d  b e  sw o rn  t o  b e f o re  
a n o t ary p u b l i c o r b e f o re  a p ro b at e  co u rt  
clerN� aQd filiQJ Iees PusW Ee WeQdered 
w i t h  yo u r o b j e ct i o n s,  u n l e ss yo u  q u al i f y t o  
file as aQ iQdiJeQW SarWy� CoQWacW SroEaWe 
c o u rt  p e rs o n n e l  f o r t h e  re q u i re d  am o u n t  
oI filiQJ Iees� ,I aQy oEMecWioQs are filed� a 
h e ari n g  w i l l  b e  sch e d u l e d  at  a l at e r d at e .  
,I Qo oEMecWioQs are filed� WKe SeWiWioQ Pay 
b e  g ran t e d  w i t h o u t  a h e ari n g .  
K i m  W i l so n  
Ju d g e  o f  t h e  P ro b at e  C o u rt  
B y:  K at ri n a C o rb i n  
C l e rk o f  t h e  P ro b at e  C o u rt  
205 W E S T  C H U R C H  S T R E E T  
FOR T  V A L L E Y  G A  31030  
478-825-2313 

M arch  18,  25,  A p ri l  1,  8,  2026

L T 26-014
N O T I C E  O F  S A L E  U N D E R  P O W E R

S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
C O U N T Y  O F  P E A C H
T H I S  L A W  F I R M  I S  A C T I N G  A S  A  D E B T  
C O L L E C T O R  A T T E M P T I N G  T O  C O L -
L E C T  A  D E B T .   A N Y  I N F O R M A T I O N  
O B T A I N E D  W I L L  B E  U S E D  F O R  T H A T  
P U R P O S E .

N OT I C E  OF S A L E  U N D E R  P OW E R  
G E OR G I A ,  P E A C H  C OU N T Y .  T H I S  L A W  
FI R M  I S  A C T I N G  A S  A  D E B T  C OL L E C -
T OR  A T T E M P T I N G  T O C OL L E C T  A  D E B T .   
A N Y  I N FOR M A T I ON  OB T A I N E D  W I L L  
B E  U S E D  FOR  T H A T  P U R P OS E .  U n d e r 
an d  b y vi rt u e  0f  P o w e r o f  S al e  co n t ai n e d  
i n  t h at  c e rt ai n  S e c u ri t y  D e e d  g i v e n  b y  
J am e s  N .  M o rri s  an d  S t ac e y  J .  R i p p l e ,  
t o  M an i l a H .  R i si n g ,  d at e d  Ju l y 27,  2022 
aQd filed 2cWoEer ��� ����� recorded iQ 
D e e d  B o o k 6 87,  P ag e s 506 -509 ,  P e ach  
C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a R e co rd s,  co n ve yi n g  t h e  
h e re af t e r d e scr i b e d  p ro p e rt y t o  se cu re  a 
P ro m i sso ry N o t e  i n  t h e  o ri g i n al  p ri n ci p al  
am o u n t  o f  Fo rt y  T h r e e  T h o u s an d  an d  
00/ 100 d o l l ars ( $ 43, 000. 00) ,  w i t h  i n t e re st  
t h e re o n  as se t  f o rt h  t h e re i n ,  t h e re  w i l l  b e  
so l d  at  p u b l i c o u t cr y t o  t h e  h i g h e st  b i d d e r 
f o r c as h  b e f o re  t h e  c o u rt h o u s e  d o o r o f  
P e ac h  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a,  w i t h i n  t h e  l e g al  
h o u rs o f  sa l e  o n  T u e sd ay ,  A p ri l  7,  2026 ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e scr i b e d  p ro p e rt y:   
A l l  t h a t  t r a ct  o r  p a r ce l  o f  l a n d  l yi n g  a n d  

b e i n g  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  G e o r g i a ,  C o u n t y o f  
P e a ch  a n d  i n  E l w o o d  E st a t e  S u b d i v i si o n  
i n  L a n d  L o t  2 0  o f  t h e  F i f t h  L a n d  D i s t r i c t  
t h e r e i n ,  co n t a i n i n g  1 . 0 2  a cr e s a n d  b e i n g  
PRUe�SDUWLcXlDUl\�LGeQWLfieG�DV�/RW���Rf�WKe�
s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  L o t  3 8  i n  B l o c k  A  i n  s a i d  
E l w o o d  E s t a t e  S u b d i v i s i o n .  S a i d  L o t  2  
h a s su ch  m e t e s a n d  b o u n d s,  co u r se s a n d  
d i st a n ce s a s a r e  sh o w n  o n  a  ce r t a i n  p l a t  
o f  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  s a i d  L o t  3 8  b y  B r o x t o n  
S u r ve yi n g  C o .  d a t e d  N o ve m b e r  2 ,  1 9 7 2 ,  
a n d  r e co r d e d  i n  P l a t  R e co r d  9 ,  p a g e  2 2 8 ,  
CleUN¶V�Office�� 3eDcK�CRXQW\��*eRUJLD��
t o  w h i ch  sa i d  p l a t  a n d  t h e  r e co r d  t h e r e o f  
r e f e r e n c e  i s  h e r e  h a d  a n d  m a d e  f o r  a  m o r e  
co m p l e t e  d e scr i p t i o n  o f  sa i d  L o t  2 .
S u b j e ct  t o  e xi st i n g  e a se m e n t s  a n d  r e st r i c -
t i ve  co ve n a n t s o f  r e co r d .
A l so  i n cl u d i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s:  st o r a g e  
b u i l d i n g ,  c e m e n t  f r o n t  p o r c h ,  a n d  s e p t i c  
t a n k.  
T h e r e  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  s a i d  p r o p e r t y  a  d w e l l i n g  
kn o w n  u n d e r  t h e  p r e se n t  sys t e m  o f  n u m -
b e r i n g  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  B y r o n ,  G e o r g i a  a s  107 
G a s s e t t  C o u r t ,  B y r o n ,  G e o r g i a  31008.
T h i s i s t h e  sa m e  p r o p e r t y d e scr i b e d  i n  a  
W a r r a n t y  D e e d  d a t e d  Ju l y 2 7 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  f r o m  
M a n i l a  H .  R i si n g ,  t o  Ja m e s N .  M o r r i s  a n d  
S t a c e y  J .  R i p p l e ,  a n d  r e c o r d e d  i n  D e e d  
%RRN������3DJeV����������CleUN¶V�Office��
P e a ch  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t .  

 T h e  d e b t  se cu re d  b y sa i d  S e cu ri t y D e e d  
h as b e e n  an d  i s h e re b y d e cl are d  d u e  b e -
ca u se  o f ,  am o n g  o t h e r p o ssi b l e  e ve n t s o f  
d e f au l t ,  f ai l u re  t o  p ay t h e  i n d e b t e d n e ss as 
an d  w h e n  d u e  an d  i n  t h e  m an n e r p ro vi d e d  
i n  t h e  P ro m i s s o ry  N o t e  an d  S e c u ri t y  D e e d .  
T h e  d e b t  re m ai n i n g  i n  d e f au l t ,  t h i s  s al e  
w i l l  b e  m ad e  f o r t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  p ay i n g  
t h e  sa m e  an d  al l  e xp e n se s o f  t h i s sa l e ,  as 
p ro vi d e d  i n  t h e  S e cu ri t y D e e d  an d  b y l aw ,  
i n c l u d i n g  at t o rn e y ’ s  f e e s  ( n o t i c e  o f  i n t e n t  t o  
co l l e ct  at t o rn e y’ s f e e s h av i n g  b e e n  g i ve n ) .   
S ai d  p ro p e rt y w i l l  b e  so l d  su b j e ct  t o  an y 
o u t s t an d i n g  ad  v al o re m  t axe s  ( i n c l u d i n g  
t axe s  w h i c h  are  a l i e n ,  b u t  n o t  y e t  d u e  
an d  p aya b l e ) ,  an y m at t e rs w h i ch  m i g h t  b e  
d i scl o se d  b y an  accu rat e  su rve y an d  i n -
s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p ro p e rt y ,  an y  as s e s s m e n t s ,  
l i e n s,  e n cu m b ran ce s,  zo n i n g  o rd i n an ce s,  
re s t ri c t i o n s ,  c o v e n an t s ,  an d  m at t e rs  o f  
re co rd  su p e ri o r t o  t h e  S e cu ri t y D e e d  g i ve n  
b y  J am e s  N .  M o rri s  an d  S t ac e y  J .  R i p p l e  t o  
M an i l a H .  R i si n g ,  d at e d  Ju l y 27,  2022,  an d  
filed 2cWoEer ��� ����� recorded iQ 'eed 
B o o k 6 87,  P ag e s 506 -509 ,  P e ach  C o u n t y ,  
G e o rg i a R e c o rd s ,  c o n v e y i n g  t h e  ab o v e  
d e scr i b e d  p ro p e rt y t o  se cu re  a N o t e  i n  t h e  
o ri g i n al  p ri n ci p al  am o u n t  o f  $ 43, 000. 00.
  T o  t h e  b e st  kn o w l e d g e  an d  b e l i e f  o f  t h e  
u n d e rs i g n e d ,  t h e  p art y  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
p ro p e rt y i s Ja m e s N .  M o rri s an d  S t ace y 
J.  R i p p l e .  
,Q coPSliaQce ZiWK *eorJia laZ� Slease fiQd 
b e l o w  t h e  c o n t ac t  i n f o rm at i o n  f o r t h e  e n t i t y  
w h o  h as  au t h o ri t y  t o  n e g o t i at e ,  am e n d  an d  
m o d i f y t h e  t e rm s o f  t h e  l o an  d o cu m e n t s  
w h i ch  m ay i n cl u d e  a n o t e ,  m o rt g ag e ,  se -
c u ri t y  d e e d  o r d e e d  t o  s e c u re  d e b t .   S h i rl e y  
R .  W at s o n ,  1520 W at s o n  B l v d . ,  W arn e r 
R o b i n s,  G e o rg i a 3109 3;  ( 478)  328-746 4.   
T h e  sa l e  w i l l  b e  co n d u ct e d  su b j e ct  ( 1)  t o  
coQfirPaWioQ WKaW WKe sale is QoW SroKiEiWed 
u n d e r t h e  U . S .  B an kr u p t c y C o d e  an d  ( 2)  
Wo fiQal coQfirPaWioQ aQd audiW oI WKe sWaWus 
o f  t h e  l o an  w i t h  t h e  h o l d e r o f  t h e  S e cu ri t y 
D e e d .   S h i rl e y R .  W at so n ,  as A t t o rn e y i n  
Fac t  f o r M an i l a H .  R i s i n g ,  1520 W at s o n  
B l v d . ,  W arn e r R o b i n s ,  G e o r g i a 3109 3 
( 478)  328-746 4 p h o n e  ( 478)  9 22-36 6 0 f ax.  
S i g n e d ,  se al e d  an d  d e l i ve re d
i n  t h e  p re se n ce  o f :                              
     S h i rl e y  R .  W at s o n ,  as  A t t o rn e y -i n -Fac t  
f o r
M an i l a H .  R i si n g   
   M arch  11,  18,  25,  A p ri l  1,  

2026

L T 26-009
I N  T H E  J U V E N I L E  C O U R T  O F  H O U S -

T O N  C O U N T Y
I N  T H E  S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A

I N  T H E  I N T E R E S T  OF:  
   
C .  M . ,  S E X    M   ,  A G E    17  ,  D OB    
10/ 11/ 2008  ,  C A S E  # 2501714

C H I L D  U N D E R  18 Y E A R S  O F  A G E
T O  W H O M  I T  M A Y  C O N C E R N ,  S H A M I -
C A  M O N L Y N  (m o t h e r );  C H R I S T O P H E R  
C O R B I N  (f a t h e r );  A N Y  U N K N O W N  P U -
T A T I V E  F A T H E R ,  A N D  A N Y O N E  E L S E  
C L A I M I N G  A  P A R E N T A L  I N T E R E S T  I N  
T H E  A B O V E  C H I L D
You are QoWified WKaW a PeWiWioQ Ior a )iQdiQJ 
o f  D e p e n d e n c y  w i t h  T e m p o rary  C u s t o d y  
Placed ZiWK WKe PaWerQal AuQW Zas filed 
ag ai n s t  y o u  i n  s ai d  c o u rt  o n  12/ 11/ 25,  
an  Ord e r f o r S e rvi ce  b y P u b l i ca t i o n  w as 
e n t e re d  o n  12/ 15/ 25
Y O U  A R E  C O M M A N D E D  A N D  R E -
Q U I R E D  T O  B E  A N D  A P P E A R  b e f o re  
H o u s t o n  C o u n t y  J u v e n i l e  C o u rt ,  h e l d  at  
H o u s t o n  C o u n t y  J u v e n i l e  C o u rt ,  W arn e r 
R o b i n s ,  G e o r g i a o n  05/ 13/ 26  at  8:30 
o ’ cl o ck a. m . ,  f o r a h e ari n g  f o l l o w i n g  se r-
vi ce  b y p u b l i ca t i o n .  S e rv e  an  an sw e r o n  
P e t i t i o n e r ’ s A t t o rn e y ,  Ja m e s E .  P at t e rso n ,  
P .  O.  B o x 1006 ,  Fo rsyt h ,  G e o rg i a 31029 .   
Y o u  m ay  o b t ai n  a c o p y  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  
b y  c o n t ac t i n g  H o u s t o n  C o u n t y  J u v e n i l e  
C o u rt  C l e rk.

W I T N E S S  t h e  H o n o rab l e  J u d g e s  o f  t h i s  
co u rt ,  t h i s 4t h  d ay o f  M arch ,  2026 .
C H R I S T I N A  H A R P E R ,  D E P U T Y  C L E R K
H OU S T ON  C O.  JU V E N I L E  C OU R T

M arch  11,  18,  25,  A p ri l  1,  2026

L T 26-008
N OT I C E  T O D E B T OR S  A N D  C R E D I -

T OR S
G E OR G I A ,  P E A C H  C OU N T Y
A l l  cr e d i t o rs o f  t h e  e st at e  o f  JA M E S  E D -
W A R D  M ON R OE ,  S R . ,  d e c e as e d ,  l at e  
oI PeacK CouQWy� are KereEy QoWified Wo 
re n d e r i n  t h e i r d e m an d s  t o  t h e  u n d e rs i g n e d  
acco rd i n g  t o  l aw ,  an d  al l  p e rso n s i n d e b t e d  
t o  sa i d  e st at e  are  re q u i re d  t o  m ake  i m m e -
d i at e  p aym e n t  t o  t h e  u n d e rsi g n e d .
T h i s 2n d  d ay o f  M arch ,  2026 .
L A U R E N S  C .  L E E ,
C OU N T Y  A D M I N I S T R A T OR  OF
E S T A T E  OF J A M E S  E D W A R D  M ON -
R OE ,  S R .
P .  O.  B OX  1553
Fo rt  V al l e y ,  G e o rg i a  31030

M arch  11,  18,  25,  A p ri l  1,  2026

L T 26-001
I N  T H E  P R O B A T E  C O U R T  O F  

P E A C H  C O U N T Y  
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A  

I N  R E :  E S T A T E  O F  
J U D I T H  L O I S  H O L L Y ,  D E C E A S E D  
E S T A T E  N O .  2026-A D M -7238 
P E T I T I O N  F O R  L E T T E R S  O F  A D M I N I S -

T R A T I O N  N O T I C E  
T O: A N Y  A N D  A L L  I N T E R E S T E D  P A R -
T I E S  an d  t o  w h o m  i t  m ay co n ce rn : 
JE FFR E Y  S C OT T  H OL L Y  
h as  p e t i t i o n e d  f o r J E FFR E Y  S C OT T  H OL -
L Y  t o  b e  ap p o i n t e d  ad m i n i st rat o r( s)  o f  t h e  
e st at e  o f  JU D I T H  L OI S  H OL L Y  d e ce ase d ,  
o f  s ai d  c o u n t y .  ( T h e  p e t i t i o n e r h as  al s o  
ap p l i e d  f o r w ai ve r o f  b o n d ,  w ai ve r o f  re -
p o rt s ,  w ai v e r o f  s t at e m e n t s ,  an d / o r g ran t  o f  
c e rt ai n  p o w e rs  c o n t ai n e d  i n  O. C . G . A .  §  53-
12-26 1. )  A l l  i n t e re st e d  p e rso n s are  h e re b y  
QoWified Wo sKoZ cause ZKy said SeWiWioQ 
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  g ran t e d .  A l l  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  
t h e  p e t i t i o n  m u st  b e  i n  w ri t i n g ,  se t t i n g  f o rt h  
t h e  g ro u n d s o f  an y su ch  o b j e ct i o n s,  an d  
PusW Ee filed ZiWK WKe CourW oQ or EeIore 
M A R C H  18,  2026 .  
B E  N O T I F I E D  F U R T H E R : A l l  o b j e ct i o n s  
t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n  m u st  b e  i n  w ri t i n g ,  se t t i n g  
f o rt h  t h e  g ro u n d s o f  an y su ch  o b j e ct i o n s.  
A l l  o b j e ct i o n s sh o u l d  b e  sw o rn  t o  b e f o re  
a n o t ary p u b l i c o r b e f o re  a p ro b at e  co u rt  
clerN� aQd filiQJ Iees PusW Ee WeQdered 
w i t h  yo u r o b j e ct i o n s,  u n l e ss yo u  q u al i f y t o  
file as aQ iQdiJeQW SarWy� CoQWacW SroEaWe 
c o u rt  p e rs o n n e l  f o r t h e  re q u i re d  am o u n t  
oI filiQJ Iees� ,I aQy oEMecWioQs are filed� a 
h e ari n g  w i l l  b e  sch e d u l e d  at  a l at e r d at e .  
,I Qo oEMecWioQs are filed� WKe SeWiWioQ Pay 
b e  g ran t e d  w i t h o u t  a h e ari n g .  
K i m  W i l so n  
Ju d g e  o f  t h e  P ro b at e  C o u rt  
B y:  K at ri n a C o rb i n  
C l e rk o f  t h e  P ro b at e  C o u rt  
205 W E S T  C H U R C H  S T R E E T  

FOR T  V A L L E Y  G A  31030 
478-825-2313

M arch  4,  11,  18,  25,  2026

I N  T H E  P R O B A T E  C O U R T  O F  
P E A C H  C O U N T Y  
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
E S T A T E  N O .   2026-A D M -7231
I N  R E :   E S T A T E  O F
A R T H U R  F E L C H  W I L L I A M S  J R . ,  
D E C E A S E D
P E T I T I O N  F O R  L E T T E R S  O F  A D -
M I N I S T R A T I O N  
N O T I C E
    T O :  A N Y  A N D  A L L  I N T E R E S T E D  
P A R T I E S
an d  t o  w h o m  i t  m ay co n ce rn :
S H A N N ON  D A N I E L L E  W I L L I A M S  
h as p e t i t i o n e d  f o r S H A N N ON  D A N -
I E L L E  W I L L I A M S  t o  b e  ap p o i n t e d  
A d m i n i s t rat o r ( s )  o f  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  
A R T H U R  FE L C H  W I L L I A M S  J R . ,  
d e ce ase d ,  o f  sa i d  C o u n t y .   ( T h e  P e -
t i t i o n e r h as al so  ap p l i e d  f o r w ai ve r o f  
b o n d  an d / o r g ran t  o f  ce rt ai n  p o w e rs  
co n t ai n e d  i n  O. C . G . A .  §  53-12-26 1. )   
A l l  i n t e re st e d  p art i e s are  h e re b y n o -
Wified Wo sKoZ cause ZKy said PeWiWioQ 
sh o u l d  n o t  b e  g ran t e d .   A l l  o b j e ct i o n s  
t o  t h e  P e t i t i o n  m u s t  b e  i n  w ri t i n g ,  
se t t i n g  f o rt h  t h e  g ro u n d s o f  an y su ch  
oEMecWioQs� aQd PusW Ee filed ZiWK WKe 
C o u rt  o n  o r b e f o re  M A R C H  11,  2026 .   
   B E  N OT I F I E D  FU R T H E R : A l l  
o b j e ct i o n s t o  t h e  P e t i t i o n  m u st  b e  i n  
w ri t i n g ,  se t t i n g  f o rt h  t h e  g ro u n d s o f  
an y su ch  o b j e ct i o n s.   A l l  o b j e ct i o n s  
sh o u l d  b e  sw o rn  t o  b e f o re  a n o t ary 
p u b l i c  o r b e f o r e  a P ro b at e  C o u r t  
ClerN� aQd filiQJ Iees PusW Ee WeQ-
d e re d  w i t h  y o u r o b j e c t i o n s ,  u n l e s s  
you TualiIy Wo file as aQ iQdiJeQW SarWy�  
C o n t act  P ro b at e  C o u rt  p e rso n n e l  f o r 
WKe reTuired aPouQW oI filiQJ Iees�  ,I 
aQy oEMecWioQs are filed� a KeariQJ Zill 
b e  sch e d u l e d  at  a l at e r d at e .   I f  n o  
oEMecWioQs are filed� WKe PeWiWioQ Pay 
b e  g ran t e d  w i t h o u t  a h e ari n g .
K I M  W I L S ON ,  Ju d g e  o f  t h e  P ro b at e  
C o u rt
B y K at ri n a C o rb i n ,  C l e rk o f  t h e  P ro -
b at e  C o u rt
205 W e st  C h u rch  S t re e t
Fo rt  V al l e y ,  G A   31030
478-825-2313
2/ 25,  3/ 04,  3/ 11,  3/ 18,  2026
36 9 2

L T 26-020
N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S  A N D  C R E D I -

T O R S
A l l  c re d i t o rs  o f  t h e  E s t at e  o f  M ary  L e e  
M e ad o w s,  d e ce ase d  l at e  o f  P e ach  C o u n -
Wy� are KereEy QoWified Wo reQder iQ WKeir 
d e m an d s t o  t h e  u n d e rsi g n e d  acco rd i n g  t o  
l aw ,  an d  al l  p e rs o n s  i n d e b t e d  t o  s ai d  e s t at e  
are  re q u i re d  t o  m ake  i m m e d i at e  p aym e n t .
D an n y D avi d  M e ad o w s,  E xe cu t o r 
c/ o  B e cky W i l co x
A t t o rn e y A t  L aw
P . O.  B o x 303
B yr o n ,  G A   31008

M arch  18,  25,  A p ri l  1,  8,  2026

L T 26-021
N O T I C E  T O  T H E  P U B L I C  

T O W H OM  I T  M A Y  C ON C E R N : 
Y OU  A R E  H E R E B Y  N OT I FI E D  t h at  t h e  
J u d g e  o f  t h e  S u p e r i o r C o u r t  o f  P e ac h  
C o u n t y ,  M ac o n  J u d i c i al  C i rc u i t ,  G e o rg i a 
p re si d i n g  o n  t h e  1st  d ay o f  A p ri l  2026  at  
9 :30 a. m . ,  at  t h e  P e ac h  C o u n t y  C o u rt -
h o u s e  i n  Fo rt  V al l e y ,  G e o rg i a,  w i l l  h e ar 
t h e  ca se  o f  S t at e  o f  G e o rg i a v .  Fo rt  V al l e y  
U t i l i t y  C o m m i s s i o n ,  C i v i l  A c t i o n  Fi l e  N o .  
26 -V -0117 i n  P e ach  C o u n t y S u p e ri o r,  t h e  
saPe EeiQJ a SroceediQJ Wo coQfirP aQd 
va l i d at e  t h e  Fo rt  V al l e y U t i l i t y C o m m i ssi o n  
C o m b i n e d  U t i l i t y R e ve n u e  B o n d  ( B ag l e y  
E xp an si o n  P ro j e ct ) ,  S e ri e s 2026  ( t h e  “ S e -
ri e s 2026  B o n d ” ) ,  i n  t h e  p ri n ci p al  am o u n t  
o f  u p  t o  $ 7, 051, 06 7. 35,  f o r t h e  p u rp o s e  
oI fiQaQciQJ or refiQaQciQJ WKe cosWs oI 
ac q u i r i n g ,  c o n s t r u c t i n g ,  e q u i p p i n g  an d  
i n s t al l i n g  c e r t ai n  ad d i t i o n s ,  e xt e n s i o n s  
an d  i m p ro v e m e n t s  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  
n at u ral  g as syst e m  kn o w n  as t h e  “ B ag l e y  
E xp an si o n  P ro j e ct ”  an d  p ayi n g  t h e  co st s 
o f  i ssu i n g  t h e  S e ri e s 2026  B o n d ,  an d  an y 
p e rso n  w h e re ve r re si d i n g  w h o  h as a ri g h t  
t o  o b j e c t ,  m ay  i n t e rv e n e  an d  b e c o m e  a 
p art y t o  t h i s p ro ce e d i n g .  
N O  P E R F O R M A N C E  A U D I T  O R  P E R -
F O R M A N C E  R E V I E W  (A S  S U C H  
T E R M S  A R E  D E S C R I B E D  I N  S E C T I O N  
36-82-100 O F  T H E  O F F I C I A L  C O D E  O F  
G E O R G I A  A N N O T A T E D )  W I L L  B E  
C O N D U C T E D  W I T H  R E S P E C T  T O  T H E  
S E R I E S  2026 B O N D .  
T h i s 13t h  d ay o f  M arch ,  2026 .  
S h e rry G o n za l e z.
C l e rk,  S u p e ri o r C o u rt  
P e ach  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a 

M arch  18,  25,  2026

L T 26-006
N OT I C E  OF S A L E  U N D E R  P OW E R
G E OR G I A ,  P E A C H  C OU N T Y

U n d e r an d  b y  v i rt u e  o f  t h e  P o w e r o f  
S al e  co n t ai n e d  i n  a S e cu ri t y D e e d  g i ve n  
b y C ai t l i n  C o l e m an ,  Jo rg e  A  M art i n e z t o  
M o rt g ag e  E l e c t ro n i c  R e g i s t rat i o n  S y s t e m s ,  
I n c. ,  as g ran t e e ,  as n o m i n e e  f o r M o rt g ag e  
S o l u t i o n s  o f  C o l o rad o ,  L L C ,  i t s  s u c c e s -
s o rs  an d  as s i g n s  d at e d  J u n e  9 ,  2023,  
re c o rd e d  i n  D e e d  B o o k  702,  P ag e  304,  
P e ach  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a R e co rd s,  as l ast  
t ran sf e rre d  t o  M OR T G A G E  S OL U T I ON S  
OF C OL OR A D O,  L L C  D / B / A  M OR T G A G E  
S OL U T I ON S  FI N A N C I A L  b y assi g n m e n t  
re c o rd e d  i n  D e e d  B o o k  76 1,  P ag e  254,  
P e ach  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a R e co rd s,  co n ve y -
i n g  t h e  af t e r-d e scr i b e d  p ro p e rt y t o  se cu re  
a N o t e  i n  t h e  o ri g i n al  p ri n c i p al  am o u n t  
o f  T H R E E  H U N D R E D  T W E N T Y -FI V E  
T H OU S A N D  N I N E  H U N D R E D  A N D  0/ 100 
D OL L A R S  ( $ 325, 9 00. 00) ,  w i t h  i n t e re s t  
t h e re o n  as se t  f o rt h  t h e re i n ,  t h e re  w i l l  b e  
so l d  at  p u b l i c o u t cr y t o  t h e  h i g h e st  b i d d e r 
f o r c as h  b e f o re  t h e  c o u rt h o u s e  d o o r o f  
P e ach  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a,  o r at  su ch  p l ace  
as m ay b e  l aw f u l l y d e si g n at e d  as an  al t e r-
n at i v e ,  w i t h i n  t h e  l e g al  h o u rs  o f  s al e  o n  t h e  
firsW 7uesday iQ ASril� ����� WKe IolloZiQJ 
d e scr i b e d  p ro p e rt y:  
S E E  E X H I B I T  “ A ”  A T T A C H E D  H E R E T O 
A N D  M A D E  A  P A R T  H E R E OF

T h e  d e b t  s e c u re d  b y  s ai d  S e c u ri t y  D e e d  
h as b e e n  an d  i s h e re b y d e cl are d  d u e  b e -
ca u se  o f ,  am o n g  o t h e r p o ssi b l e  e ve n t s o f  
d e f au l t ,  f ai l u re  t o  p ay t h e  i n d e b t e d n e ss as 
an d  w h e n  d u e  an d  i n  t h e  m an n e r p ro vi d e d  
i n  t h e  N o t e  an d  S e cu ri t y D e e d .  T h e  d e b t  
re m ai n i n g  i n  d e f au l t ,  t h i s sa l e  w i l l  b e  m ad e  
f o r t h e  p u rp o se  o f  p ayi n g  t h e  sa m e  an d  al l  
e xp e n se s o f  t h i s sa l e ,  as p ro vi d e d  i n  t h e  
S e cu ri t y D e e d  an d  b y l aw ,  i n cl u d i n g  at t o r-
n e y’ s f e e s ( n o t i ce  p u rsu an t  t o  O. C . G . A .  §  
13-1-11 h avi n g  b e e n  g i ve n ) .

S ai d  p ro p e rt y  w i l l  b e  s o l d  s u b j e c t  t o  an y  
o u t s t an d i n g  ad  v al o re m  t axe s  ( i n c l u d i n g  
t axe s w h i ch  are  a l i e n ,  b u t  n o t  ye t  d u e  an d  
p ay ab l e ) ,  t h e  ri g h t  o f  re d e m p t i o n  o f  an y  
t axi n g  au t h o ri t y ,  an y m at t e rs w h i ch  m i g h t  
b e  d i s c l o s e d  b y  an  ac c u rat e  s u rv e y  an d  i n -
s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p ro p e rt y ,  an y  as s e s s m e n t s ,  
l i e n s,  e n cu m b ran ce s,  zo n i n g  o rd i n an ce s,  
re s t ri c t i o n s ,  c o v e n an t s ,  an d  an y  m at t e rs  o f  
re co rd  i n cl u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  t h o se  
suSerior Wo WKe 6ecuriWy 'eed firsW seW ouW 
ab o v e .  S ai d  p ro p e rt y  w i l l  b e  s o l d  o n  an  
“ as -i s ”  b as i s  w i t h o u t  an y  re p re s e n t at i o n ,  
w arran t y o r re co u rse  ag ai n st  t h e  ab o ve -
n am e d  o r t h e  u n d e rs i g n e d .  P ro s p e c t i v e  
b i d d e rs m u st  p e rf o rm  t h e i r o w n  d u e  d i l i -
g e n ce .

M OR T G A G E  S OL U T I ON S  OF C OL O-
R A D O,  L L C  D / B / A  M OR T G A G E  S OL U -
T I ON S  FI N A N C I A L  i s  t h e  h o l d e r o f  t h e  S e -
cu ri t y D e e d  t o  t h e  p ro p e rt y i n  acco rd an ce  
w i t h  OC G A  §  44-14-16 2. 2.

T h e  e n t i t y  t h at  h as  f u l l  au t h o r i t y  t o  
n e g o t i at e ,  am e n d ,  an d  m o d i f y al l  t e rm s o f  
t h e  m o rt g ag e  w i t h  t h e  d e b t o r i s:  M o rt g ag e  
S o l u t i o n s  Fi n an c i al  S e rv i c i n g ,  a d i v i s i o n  
o f  M o rt g ag e  S o l u t i o n s o f  C o l o rad o ,  L L C ,  
7450 C am p u s  D r.  S u i t e  200,  C o l o rad o  
S p ri n g s,  C O 809 20,  1-86 6 -552-6 118.

N o t e ,  h o w e ve r,  t h at  su ch  e n t i t y i s n o t  
re q u i re d  b y  l aw  t o  n e g o t i at e ,  am e n d  o r 
m o d i f y t h e  t e rm s o f  t h e  l o an .

U p o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  b e l i e f ,  s a i d  
p ro p e rt y i s m o re  co m m o n l y kn o w n  as 114 
C a l e b  W a y ,  B y r o n ,  G A  31008.  S h o u l d  a 
coQÀicW arise EeWZeeQ WKe SroSerWy address 
an d  t h e  l e g al  d e s c ri p t i o n ,  t h e  l e g al  d e s c ri p -
t i o n  sh al l  co n t ro l .

A T T E N T I O N  A L L  P R O S P E C T I V E  
B I D D E R S : On  M arc h  1,  2026 ,  t h e  d at a 
c o l l e c t i o n  an d  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
u n d e r t h e  U . S .  Fi n an ci al  C ri m e s E n f o rce -
m e n t  N e t w o rk ( Fi n C E N )  n e w  A n t i -M o n e y  
L au n d e ri n g  R u l e  ( t h e  “ R u l e ” ) ,  f o u n d  at  89  
FR  70258,  w i l l  g o  i n t o  e f f e c t .  T h e  R u l e  
ap p l i e s  t o  c e rt ai n  re s i d e n t i al  re al  e s t at e  
s al e  t ran s ac t i o n s  ( i n c l u d i n g  n o n j u d i c i al  
f o re cl o su re s)  w h e re  t h e  t ran sf e r i s t o  a l e -
g al  e n t i t y o r t ru st ,  an d  w h i ch  i n cl u d e s ca sh  
SurcKases� SriYaWe fiQaQciQJ or fiQaQciQJ 
p ro vi d e d  b y an  i n st i t u t i o n  n o t  su b j e ct  t o  a 
f e d e ral  A n t i -M o n e y L au n d e ri n g  o r S u sp i -
ci o u s A ct i vi t y R e p o rt  re q u i re m e n t .  A s p art  
o f  t h i s  R u l e ,  p u rc h as e rs  an d  s e l l e rs  are  
re q u i re d  t o  p ro vi d e  ad d i t i o n al  i n f o rm at i o n  
an d  d o c u m e n t at i o n  ab o u t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
t h e i r l e g al  e n t i t i e s ,  an d / o r t h e  s o u rc e  o f  
f u n d s u se d  i n  t h e  re p o rt ab l e  t ran sa ct i o n .  
T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n f o r m at i o n  an d  
d o cu m e n t at i o n  i s re q u i re d  t o  co m p l y w i t h  
t h e  R u l e ’ s f e d e ral  re p o rt i n g  re q u i re m e n t s.  
T h i s  n o t i c e  i s  p ro v i d e d  f o r i n f o rm at i o n al  
p u rp o s e s  o n l y  an d  d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  l e g al  
ad v i c e .  Y o u  are  e n c o u rag e d  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  
yo u r o w n  i n d e p e n d e n t  l e g al  co u n se l  i f  yo u  
h av e  q u e s t i o n s  ab o u t  h o w  t h e  Fi n C E N  
A n t i -M o n e y L au n d e ri n g  R u l e  af f e ct s yo u r 
t ran sa ct i o n  an d  w h e t h e r yo u r t ran sa ct i o n  
i s re p o rt ab l e .

T h e  s al e  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  s u b j e c t  ( 1)  t o  
coQfirPaWioQ WKaW WKe sale is QoW SroKiEiWed 
u n d e r t h e  U . S .  B an k ru p t c y  C o d e ,  ( 2)  t o  
fiQal coQfirPaWioQ aQd audiW oI WKe sWaWus 
o f  t h e  l o an  w i t h  t h e  h o l d e r o f  t h e  S e cu ri t y 
D e e d ,  an d  ( 3)  t o  c o n f i rm at i o n  t h at  t h e  
su cce ssf u l  b i d d e r h as t i m e l y p ro vi d e d  al l  
i n f o rm at i o n  re q u i re d  f o r re p o rt i n g  u n d e r t h e  
R u l e ,  89  FR  70258.
M OR T G A G E  S OL U T I ON S  OF C OL OR A -
D O,  L L C  D / B / A  M OR T G A G E  S OL U T I ON S  
FI N A N C I A L

as A t t o rn e y i n  Fact  f o r 
C ai t l i n  C o l e m an ,  Jo rg e  A  M art i n e z

M cC al l a R aym e r L e i b e rt  P i e rce ,  L L P
1544 Ol d  A l ab am a R d
R o sw e l l ,  G A  30076
w w w . f o re cl o su re h o t l i n e . n e t
E X H I B I T  “ A ”
A l l  t h at  t ract  o r p arce l  o f  l an d  l yi n g  an d  b e -
i n g  i n  L an d  L o t  6 0 o f  t h e  5t h  L an d  D i st ri ct ,  
P e ach  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a,  b e i n g  kn o w n  an d  
d e si g n at e d  as L o t  7,  B l o ck “ G ” ,  P h ase  I ,  
C arri n g t o n  E s t at e s  S u b d i v i s i o n ,  ac c o rd i n g  
t o  a p l at  o f  su rve y re co rd e d  i n  P l at  B o o k 
��� PaJe ��� ClerN¶s 2Ifice� PeacK CouQWy 
S u p e ri o r C o u rt .  S ai d  p l at  an d  t h e  re c o rd e d  
c o p y  t h e re o f  are  i n c o rp o rat e d  h e re i n  f o r 
al l  p u rp o se s.
S u b j e c t  t o  al l  e as e m e n t s ,  o r d i n an c e s ,  
c o v e n an t s ,  c o n d i t i o n s ,  re s t ri c t i o n s  an d  
ri g h t s- o f -w ay o f  re co rd ,  i f  an y .
A d d re ss u n d e r cu rre n t  syst e m  o f  n u m b e r-
i n g : 114 C al e b  W ay ,  B yr o n ,  G e o rg i a.
M R  /  JD      A p ri l  7,  2026
2ur file Qo� ��������*A�)7��
26 -21304G A
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L T 26-010
I N  T H E  P R O B A T E  C O U R T  O F  

P E A C H  C O U N T Y  
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A  

I N  R E : E S T A T E  OF 
K E V I N  D E V A Z I O W I L S I ON  D E C E A S E D  
E S T A T E  N O.  2026 -A D M -7242 
P E T I T I O N  F O R  L E T T E R S  O F  A D M I N -

I S T R A T I O N  
N O T I C E  

T O: A N Y  A N D  A L L  I N T E R E S T E D  P A R -
T I E S  an d  t o  w h o m  i t  m ay co n ce rn : 
K A T I N A  S H E R R I  T U C K E R  
h as  p e t i t i o n e d  f o r K A T I N A  S H E R R I  T U C K -
E R  t o  b e  ap p o i n t e d  ad m i n i st rat o r( s)  o f  t h e  
e st at e  o f  K E V I N  D E V A Z I O W I L S I ON  d e -
c e as e d ,  o f  s ai d  c o u n t y .  ( T h e  p e t i t i o n e r h as  
al so  ap p l i e d  f o r w ai ve r o f  b o n d ,  w ai ve r o f  
re p o rt s ,  w ai v e r o f  s t at e m e n t s ,  an d / o r g ran t  
o f  ce rt ai n  p o w e rs co n t ai n e d  i n  O. C . G . A .  
§  53-12-26 1. )  A l l  i n t e re s t e d  p e rs o n s  are  
KereEy QoWified Wo sKoZ cause ZKy said Se-
t i t i o n  sh o u l d  n o t  b e  g ran t e d .  A l l  o b j e ct i o n s  
t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n  m u st  b e  i n  w ri t i n g ,  se t t i n g  
f o rt h  t h e  g ro u n d s  o f  an y su ch  o b j e ct i o n s,  
aQd PusW Ee filed ZiWK WKe CourW oQ or 
b e f o re  M A R C H  18,  2026  
B E  N O T I F I E D  F U R T H E R : A l l  o b j e ct i o n s  
t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n  m u st  b e  i n  w ri t i n g ,  se t t i n g  
f o rt h  t h e  g ro u n d s  o f  an y su ch  o b j e ct i o n s.  
A l l  o b j e ct i o n s sh o u l d  b e  sw o rn  t o  b e f o re  
a n o t ary p u b l i c o r b e f o re  a p ro b at e  co u rt  
clerN� aQd filiQJ Iees PusW Ee WeQdered 
w i t h  yo u r o b j e ct i o n s,  u n l e ss yo u  q u al i f y t o  
file as aQ iQdiJeQW SarWy� CoQWacW SroEaWe 
c o u rt  p e rs o n n e l  f o r t h e  re q u i re d  am o u n t  
oI filiQJ Iees� ,I aQy oEMecWioQs are filed� a 
h e ari n g  w i l l  b e  sch e d u l e d  at  a l at e r d at e .  
,I Qo oEMecWioQs are filed� WKe SeWiWioQ Pay 
b e  g ran t e d  w i t h o u t  a h e ari n g .  

K i m  W i l so n  
Ju d g e  o f  t h e  P ro b at e  C o u rt  
B y:  K at ri n a C o rb i n  
C l e rk o f  t h e  P ro b at e  C o u rt  
205 W E S T  C H U R C H  S T R E E T  
FOR T  V A L L E Y  G A  31030 
478-825-2313 
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L T 26-005
N OT I C E  OF S A L E  U N D E R  P OW E R
G E OR G I A ,  P E A C H  C OU N T Y

B y  v i rt u e  o f  a P o w e r o f  S al e  c o n t ai n e d  i n  
t h at  c e rt ai n  S e c u ri t y  D e e d  f ro m  J E A N E T T E  
K  H U FF t o  M E T L I FE  H OM E  L OA N S ,  A  
D I V I S I ON  OF M E T L I FE  B A N K ,  N . A . ,  d at e d  
A u g u st  26 ,  2009 ,  re co rd e d  S e p t e m b e r 1,  
2009 ,  i n  D e e d  B o o k 429 ,  P ag e  6 18-6 29 ,  
P e ac h  C o u n t y ,  G e o r g i a R e c o r d s ,  s ai d  
S e c u ri t y  D e e d  h av i n g  b e e n  g i v e n  t o  s e c u re  
a N o t e  o f  e v e n  d at e  i n  t h e  o ri g i n al  p ri n c i p al  
am o u n t  o f  T w o  H u n d re d  T e n  T h o u s an d  an d  
00/ 100 d o l l ars  ( $ 210, 000. 00) ,  w i t h  i n t e re s t  
t h e re o n  as  p ro v i d e d  f o r t h e re i n ,  s ai d  S e c u -
ri t y D e e d  h avi n g  b e e n  l ast  so l d ,  assi g n e d  
an d  t ran sf e rre d  t o  M o rt g ag e  A sse t s M an -
ag e m e n t ,  L L C ,  t h e re  w i l l  b e  so l d  at  p u b l i c  
o u t c ry  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r f o r c as h  at  
t h e  P e ach  C o u n t y C o u rt h o u se ,  w i t h i n  t h e  
l e g al  h o u rs o f  sa l e  o n  t h e  first Tuesday in 
A p r i l ,  2026,  al l  p ro p e rt y d e scr i b e d  i n  sa i d  
S e cu ri t y D e e d  i n cl u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e scr i b e d  p ro p e rt y:
A L L  T H A T  T R A C T  O R  P A R C E L  OF 
L A N D ,  L Y I N G  A N D  B E I N G  I N  L A N D  L OT  
216 ,  9 T H  L A N D  D I S T R I C T  OF P E A C H  
C OU N T Y ,  G E OR G I A ,  B E I N G  K N OW N  
A N D  D E S I G N A T E D  A S  L OT  8,  B L OC K  A ,  
FL E E T W OOD  E S T A T E S  S U B D I V I S I ON  
S E C T I ON  2,  A C C OR D I N G  T O A  P L A T  
OF S U R V E Y  P R E P A R E D  B Y  T H OM A S  
W .  FU T R A L  I I I ,  G E OR G I A  R E G .  S U R -
V E Y OR ,  D A T E D  A U G U S T  10,  19 76  A N D  
R E C OR D E D  I N  M A P  B OOK  10,  P A G E S  
156 ,  C L E R K ` S  OFFI C E ,  P E A C H  S U -
P E R I OR  C OU R T .  T H E  S A I D  P L A T  A N D  
R E C OR D  T H E R E OF A R E  I N C OR P O-
R A T E D  H E R E I N  B Y  R E FE R E N C E  FOR  
A L L  P U R P OS E S .  T H I S  C ON V E Y A N C E  
I S  S U B JE C T  T O A  10 FOOT  D R A I N A G E  
A N D  OR  U T I L I T Y  E A S E M E N T  A L ON G  
R E A R  OF S A I D  L OT ,  A C C OR D I N G  T O 
A FOR E S A I D  P L A T .  S A I D  P R OP E R T Y  I S  
I D E N T I FI E D  A S  233 FL E E T W OOD  D R .  
FOR T  V A L L E Y ,  A C C OR D I N G  T O T H E  
P R E S E N T  S Y S T E M  OF N U M B E R I N G .  
P A R C E L  #  012D -120.  B E I N G  T H E  S A M E  
P R E M I S E S  G R A N T E D  A N D  C ON V E Y E D  
T O J E A N E T T E  K .  H U FF,  B Y  D E E D  FR OM  
J E A N E T T E  K .  H U FF A S  E X E C U T R I X  U N -
D E R  T H E  L A S T  W I L L  A N D  T E S T A M E N T  
OF M C D ON A L D  H U FF,  D E C E A S E D ,  
D A T E D  09 / 01/ 2006  A N D  R E C OR D E D  
09 / 01/ 2006  I N  T H E  C L E R K  OF C OU R T S  
OFFI C E  I N  A N  FOR  P E A C H  C OU N T Y ,  
G E OR G I A  I N  D E E D  B OK  V OL U M E  A N D  
P A G E S  36 2 P A G E  478.

S ai d  l e g al  d e s c ri p t i o n  b e i n g  c o n t ro l l i n g ,  
h o w e ve r t h e  p ro p e rt y i s m o re  co m m o n l y  
k n o w n  as  233 F L E E T W O O D  D R I V E ,  
F O R T  V A L L E Y ,  G A  31030.

T h e  i n d e b t e d n e s s  s e c u r e d  b y  s ai d  
S e c u ri t y  D e e d  h as  b e e n  an d  i s  h e re b y  
d e c l are d  d u e  b e c au s e  o f  d e f au l t  u n d e r 
t h e  t e rm s o f  sa i d  S e cu ri t y D e e d .   T h e  i n -
d e b t e d n e ss re m ai n i n g  i n  d e f au l t ,  t h i s sa l e  
w i l l  b e  m ad e  f o r t h e  p u rp o se  o f  p ayi n g  t h e  
sa m e ,  al l  e xp e n se s o f  t h e  sa l e ,  i n cl u d i n g  
at t o rn e y s ’  f e e s  ( n o t i c e  t o  c o l l e c t  s am e  
h av i n g  b e e n  g i v e n )  an d  al l  o t h e r p ay m e n t s  
p ro v i d e d  f o r u n d e r t h e  t e rm s  o f  t h e  S e c u ri t y  
D e e d .

S ai d  p ro p e rt y w i l l  b e  so l d  o n  an  “ as- i s”  
b as i s  w i t h o u t  an y  re p re s e n t at i o n ,  w arran t y  
o r re co u rse  ag ai n st  t h e  ab o ve -n am e d  o r 
t h e  u n d e rs i g n e d .   T h e  s al e  w i l l  al s o  b e  s u b -
j e c t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  w h i c h  m ay  af f e c t  
t h e  t i t l e : an y o u t st an d i n g  ad  va l o re m  t axe s 
( i n cl u d i n g  t axe s w h i ch  are  a l i e n ,  w h e t h e r 
o r n o t  n o w  d u e  an d  p aya b l e ) ;  t h e  ri g h t  o f  
re d e m p t i o n  o f  an y  t axi n g  au t h o ri t y ;  m at t e rs  
w h i ch  w o u l d  b e  d i scl o se d  b y an  accu rat e  
su rve y o r b y an  i n sp e ct i o n  o f  t h e  p ro p e rt y;  
al l  z o n i n g  o rd i n an c e s ;  as s e s s m e n t s ;  l i e n s ;  
e n c u m b ran c e s ;  re s t ri c t i o n s ;  c o v e n an t s ,  
an d  an y o t h e r m at t e rs o f  re co rd  su p e ri o r 
t o  sa i d  S e cu ri t y D e e d .

T o  t h e  b e st  o f  t h e  kn o w l e d g e  an d  b e l i e f  
o f  t h e  u n d e rsi g n e d ,  t h e  o w n e r an d  p art y i n  
p o sse ssi o n  o f  t h e  p ro p e rt y i s JE A N E T T E  
K  H U FF,  o r t e n an t s( s) .   

T h e  s al e  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  s u b j e c t  ( 1)  t o  
coQfirPaWioQ WKaW WKe sale is QoW SroKiEiWed 
u n d e r t h e  U . S .  B an kr u p t cy C o d e  an d  ( 2)  
Wo fiQal coQfirPaWioQ aQd audiW oI WKe sWaWus 
o f  t h e  l o an  w i t h  t h e  h o l d e r o f  t h e  S e cu ri t y 
D e e d .  

 T h e  e n t i t y  h av i n g  f u l l  au t h o r i t y  t o  
n e g o t i at e ,  am e n d  an d  m o d i f y al l  t e rm s o f  
t h e  l o an  ( al t h o u g h  n o t  re q u i re d  b y l aw  t o  
d o  s o )  i s : P H H  M o rt g ag e  C o rp o rat i o n ,  L o s s  
M i t i g at i o n  D e p t . ,  16 6 1 W o rt h i n g t o n  R o ad  
S t e  100,  W e s t  P al m  B e ac h ,  FL  33409 ,  
T e l e p h o n e  N u m b e r: 86 6 -503-5559 .  N o t h -
i n g  i n  O. C . G . A .  S e ct i o n  44-14-16 2. 2 sh al l  
b e  co n st ru e d  t o  re q u i re  a se cu re d  cr e d i t o r 
t o  n e g o t i at e ,  am e n d ,  o r m o d i f y t h e  t e rm s 
o f  t h e  m o rt g ag e  i n st ru m e n t .   
M O R T G A G E  A S S E T S  M A N A G E M E N T ,  
L L C
as A t t o rn e y i n  Fact  f o r
JE A N E T T E  K  H U FF
T H E  B E L OW  L A W  FI R M  M A Y  B E  H E L D  
T O B E  A C T I N G  A S  A  D E B T  C OL L E C T OR ,  
U N D E R  FE D E R A L  L A W .   I F S O,  A N Y  I N -
FOR M A T I ON  OB T A I N E D  W I L L  B E  U S E D  
FOR  T H A T  P U R P OS E .
A t t o rn e y C o n t act : R u b i n  L u b l i n ,  L L C
3145 A v al o n  R i d g e  P l ac e ,  S u i t e  100,  
P e ach t re e  C o rn e rs,  G A  30071
T e l e p h o n e  N u m b e r: ( 877)  813-09 9 2 C ase  
N o .  R M U -24-0326 9 -2
rl se l aw . co m / p ro p e rt y- l i st i n g

M arch  11,  18,  25,  A p ri l  1,  2026

L T 26-018
L E G A L  N O T I C E  

N o t i ce  i s h e re b y g i ve n  t h at  t h e  P l an n i n g  
an d  Z o n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r t h e  C i t y  o f  
B yr o n ,  G e o rg i a,   w i l l  h o l d  a p u b l i c h e ari n g  
oQ ASril �� ����� aW � P�0� iQ WKe 2Ifice oI 
t h e  M ay o r 2n d  Fl o o r,  o f  t h e   B y ro n  M u -
n i c i p al  C o m p l e x B y ro n ,  G e o rg i a t o  h e ar 
o b j e c t i o n s ,  i f  an y ,  t o  ap p ro v i n g  a re q u e s t  f o r  
re]oQiQJ WKe IolloZiQJ Sarcel� ideQWified oQ 
t h e  P e ach  C o u n t y T ax M ap  as 044B  020A  
L L / L D   175/ 6 ,  an d  re co rd e d  i n  t h e  D e e d  
BooN ���� PaJe ���� ClerN¶s 2Ifice� PeacK 
C o u n t y S u p e ri o r  C o u rt .  T h e  t o t al  acr e ag e  
t o  b e  re z o n e d  f o r t h i s  p arc e l  i s  ( 1. 38)  ac re s  
f ro m  C o u n t y R R -1 t o  C i t y C 3-
P U D  D i s t ri c t : G e n e ral  C o m m e rc i al .  C i t y  
o f  B y r o n  M ay o r an d  C o u n c i l  w i l l  h o l d  
a p u b l i c  h e ari n g  i n  C o u n c i l  C h am b e rs ,  
o n  t h e  2n d  Fl o o r o f  t h e  B yr o n  M u n i ci p al  
C o m p l e x,  an d  w i l l  co n si d e r t h e   p ro p o sa l  
an d  t h e  ac c o m p an y i n g  re c o m m e n d at i o n s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  an n e xat i o n ,  at  t h e i r M ay  11,  2026 ,   
m e e t i n g  at  6 :00 P M .  

A l l  C i t i ze n s o f  t h e  C i t y o f  B yr o n  an d  i n t e r-
e st e d  p art i e s sh al l  h ave  t h e  o p p o rt u n i t y t o  
b e  h e ard  at   sa i d  t i m e  an d  p l ace  re l at i ve  t o  
t h e  p ro p o sa l .  C al l  t h e  P l an n i n g  an d  Z o n -
iQJ 2Ifice� �������������  Ior addiWioQal 
i n f o rm at i o n .  

M arch  18,  2026

L T 26-007
N OT I C E  OF S A L E  U N D E R  P OW E R
S T A T E  OF G E OR G I A
P E A C H  C OU N T Y
W H E R E A S ,  D e m o n  L .  L au ri e ,  as b o rro w -
e r( s ) ,  e xe c u t e d  a S E C U R I T Y  D E E D  t o  
M o rt g ag e  E l e c t ro n i c  R e g i s t rat i o n  S y s t e m s ,  
I n c . ,  as  g ran t e e ,  as  n o m i n e e  f o r C arri n g t o n  
M o rt g ag e  S e rv i c e s ,  L L C ,  L e n d e r w h i c h  
w as d at e d  10/ 24/ 2020,  an d  re co rd e d  o n   
1/ 19 / 2021,  i n  B o o k 6 39 ,  P ag e  310,  se cu r-
i n g  t h e  p aym e n t  o f  a N o t e  i n  t h e  am o u n t  
o f  $ 148, 000. 00 i n  P e ach  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a 
R e g i st e r o f  D e e d s.
N OW ,  T H E R E FOR E ,  n o t i ce  i s h e re b y g i v -
e n  t h at  t h e  e n t i re  i n d e b t e d n e ss h as b e e n  
d e cl are d  d u e  an d  p aya b l e  as p ro vi d e d  i n  
sa i d  S e cu ri t y D e e d  b y t h e  H o l d e r,  an d  b y 
vi rt u e  o f  t h e  p o w e r o f  sa l e  an d  au t h o ri t y 
ve st e d  i n  i t ,  w i l l  o n  5/ 5/ 2026  se l l  at  p u b l i c  
o u t c ry  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r f o r c as h  B e f o re  
t h e  C o u rt h o u se  d o o r o f  t h e  P e ach  C o u n t y 
C o u rt h o u se ,  205 W .  C h u rch  S t re e t ,  Fo rt  
V al l e y ,  G e o r g i a 31030 o f  P e ac h ,   t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  d e s c ri b e d  p ro p e rt y  s i t u at e d  i n  
P e ach  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a,  t o  w i t :
A L L  T H A T  T R A C T  OR  P A R C E L  OF L A N D  
S I T U A T E ,  L Y I N G  A N D  B E I N G  I N  L A N D  
L OT  45 OF T H E  5T H  L A N D  D I S T R I C T  
OF P E A C H  C OU N T Y ,  G E OR G I A ,  A N D  
B E I N G  K N OW N  A N D  D E S I G N A T E D  A S  
L OT  30,  S E C T I ON  N O.  2,  P H A S E  N O.  2,  
C U M B E R L A N D  S H OR E S  S U B D I V I S I ON  
A N D  H A V I N G  S U C H  S H A P E S ,  M E T E S ,  
B OU N D S ,  C OU R S E S  A N D  D I S T A N C E S  
A S  A R E  S H OW N  ON  A  P L A T  OF S U R -
V E Y  P R E P A R E D  B Y  T E R R Y  M .  S C A R -
B OR OU G H ,  D A T E D  JU N E  8,  2006  A N D  
R E C OR D E D  I N  P L A T  B OOK  25,  P A G E S  
16 2- 16 3 A N D  P L A T  B OOK  25,  P A G E  189 ,  
C L E R K ’ S  OFFI C E ,  P E A C H  S U P E R I OR  
C OU R T .  S A I D  P L A T  OF S U R V E Y  A N D  
T H E  R E C OR D E D  C OP Y  T H E R E OF A R E  
H E R E B Y  M A D E  A  P A R T  OF T H I S  D E -
S C R I P T I ON  B Y  R E FE R E N C E  T H E R E T O 
FOR  A L L  P U R P OS E S ,  A S  FU R T H E R  
I D E N T I FI E D  B Y  T H A T  C E R T A I N  P L A T  OF 
S U R V E Y  P R E P A R E D  D E M ON  L .  L A U R I E  
A N D  FE L I C I A  M .  C L A R K -R E I D  B Y  JO H N  
W .  S T A N Z I L I S ,  J R . ,  S U R V E Y OR ,  A N D  
I N C OR P OR A T E D  B Y  R E F E R E N C E D  
H E R E I N .
T ax P arce l  I D : 053B  159
B e i n g  re al  p ro p e rt y co m m o n l y kn o w n  as 
113 C H R I S T O P H E R  D R I V E  B Y R O N ,  
G A  31008
T h e  d e b t  re m ai n i n g  i n  d e f au l t ,  t h i s  s al e  
w i l l  b e  m ad e  f o r t h e  p u rp o se  o f  p ayi n g  t h e  
d e b t  an d  al l  e xp e n s e s  o f  t h i s  s al e  i n c l u d i n g  
at t o rn e y’ s f e e s ( n o t i ce  o f  i n t e n t  t o  co l l e ct  
at t o rn e y’ s f e e s h avi n g  b e e n  g i ve n ) .
S ai d  s al e  w i l l  b e  m ad e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s w h i ch  m ay af f e ct  t h e  t i t l e  
t o  sa i d  p ro p e rt y:  A l l  re st ri ct i ve  co ve n an t s,  
e as e m e n t s  an d  ri g h t s -o f -w ay  ap p e ari n g  
o f  re c o rd ,  i f  an y ;  al l  z o n i n g  o rd i n an c e s ;  
m at t e rs w h i ch  w o u l d  b e  d i scl o se d  b y an  
accu rat e  su rve y o r b y an  i n sp e ct i o n  o f  t h e  
p ro p e rt y ;  al l  o u t s t an d i n g  o r u n p ai d  b i l l s  
an d  as s e s s m e n t s  f o r s t re e t  i m p ro v e m e n t s ,  
c u r b i n g ,  g arb ag e ,  w at e r,  s e w ag e  an d  
p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  w h i c h  m ay  b e  l i e n s  u p o n  
sa i d  p ro p e rt y;  an d  an y o u t st an d i n g  t axe s,  
asse ssm e n t s an d  o t h e r l i e n s su p e ri o r t o  
t h e  s e c u ri t y  d e e d  b e i n g  f o re c l o s e d  h e re b y .   
T o  t h e  b e st  kn o w l e d g e  an d  b e l i e f  o f  t h e  
u n d e rs i g n e d ,  t h e  ab o v e -d e s c ri b e d  p ro p e rt y  
i s i n  t h e  p o sse ssi o n  o f  t h e  b o rro w e r an d /
o r o t h e r p e rs o n s  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n t  an d  
acq u i e sce n ce  o f  t h e  b o rro w e r.
E xce p t  t o  t h e  e xt e n t  t h at  t h e  H o l d e r m ay 
b i n d  an d  o b l i g at e  M o rt g ag o rs t o  w arran t  
t i t l e  t o  t h e  P ro p e rt y u n d e r t h e  t e rm s o f  t h e  
S e c u ri t y  D e e d ,  c o n v e y an c e  o f  t h e  P ro p e rt y  
s h al l  b e  m ad e  w i t h o u t  an y  re p re s e n t at i o n s  
o r w arran t i e s  w h at s o e v e r,  e xp r e s s  o r 
i m p l i e d .   A l l  sa l e s are  “ as i s” ,  “ w h e re  i s’ .
T h e  e n t i re  p u rch ase  p ri ce  i s d u e  an d  p ay -
ab l e  at  t h e  co n cl u si o n  o f  t h e  au ct i o n  i n  t h e  
IorP oI cerWified IuQds�  ,QsuIficieQW IuQds 
w i l l  n o t  b e  acce p t e d .   A m o u n t s re ce i ve d  i n  
e xce ss o f  t h e  w i n n i n g  b i d  w i l l  b e  re f u n d e d  
t o  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  p u rc h as e r.   T h i s  p ro p e rt y  
i s b e i n g  so l d  w i t h  e xp re ss re se rva t i o n  t h at  
WKe sale is suEMecW Wo coQfirPaWioQ Ey leQder 
o r S u b st i t u t e  T ru st e e .
P u rsu an t  t o  O. C . G . A .  §  44-14-16 2. 2,  t h e  
n am e ,  ad d re ss an d  t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r o f  
t h e  p e rs o n  o r e n t i t y  w h o  s h al l  h av e  f u l l  
au t h o ri t y t o  n e g o t i at e ,  am e n d ,  o r m o d i f y 
al l  t e rm s  o f  t h e  ab o v e -d e s c ri b e d  m o rt g ag e  
i s as f o l l o w s:  
C arri n g t o n  M o rt g ag e  S e rvi ce s,  L L C ,  500 
N .  S t at e  C o l l e g e  B l v d . ,  S u i t e  1300 Oran g e ,  
C A  9 286 8 ,  T e l e p h o n e  N o . : 800-56 1-456 7

T h e  f o re g o i n g  n o t w i t h s t an d i n g ,  n o t h -
i n g  i n  O. C . G . A .  §  44-14-16 2. 2 s h al l  b e  
co n st ru e d  t o  re q u i re  C arri n g t o n  M o rt g ag e  
S e rv i c e s ,  L L C  t o  n e g o t i at e ,  am e n d ,  o r 
m o d i f y  t h e  t e rm s  o f  t h e  S e c u ri t y  D e e d  
d e scr i b e d  h e re i n .
C arri n g t o n  M o rt g ag e  S e rv i c e s ,  L L C  as  
A t t o rn e y i n  Fact  f o r D e m o n  L .  L au ri e
A t t o rn e y C o n t act :
T ro m b e rg ,  M i l l e r,  M o rri s &  P art n e rs,  P L L C  
3000 L an g f o rd  R o ad ,  B u i l d i n g  100
P e ach t re e  C o rn e rs,  G A  30071
P h o n e : 404-79 3-1447
Fax: 404-738-1558
T S  #  26 -39 044
T H I S  C OM M U N I C A T I ON  I S  FR OM  A  
D E B T  C OL L E C T OR  A T T E M P T I N G  T O 
C OL L E C T  A  D E B T .   A N Y  I N FOR M A T I ON  
OB T A I N E D  W I L L  B E  U S E D  FOR  T H A T  
P U R P OS E .

M arch  11,  18,  25,  A p ri l  1,  8,  15,  22,  29 ,  
2026

I N  T H E  P R O B A T E  C O U R T  O F  
P E A C H  C O U N T Y
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
E S T A T E  N O .  2026-Y S -7236
I N  R E :  D E V I N  L E M O I N E  H I L L ,  
D E C E A S E D
N O T I C E  O F  P E T I T I O N  T O  F I E L  F O R  
Y E A R ’ S  S U P P O R T
    T h e  p e t i t i o n  o f  K I M B E R L Y  H I L L ,  
f o r a ye ar’ s su p p o rt  f ro m  t h e  e st at e  
o f  D E V I N  L E M OI N E  H I L L ,  d e c e as e d ,  
f o r d e c e d e n t ’ s  ( s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e )  
( an d )  ( m i n o r ch i l d re n ) ) ,  h avi n g  b e e n  
duly filed� all iQWeresWed SersoQs are 
KereEy QoWified Wo sKoZ cause� iI aQy 
t h e y h ave ,  o n  o r b e f o re  M A R C H  17,  
2026 ,  w h y  s ai d  p e t i t i o n  s h o u l d  n o t  
b e  g ran t e d .
    A l l  o b j e ct i o n s t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n  m u st  
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b e  i n  w r i t i n g ,  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  
g ro u n d s o f  an y su ch  o b j e ct i o n s,  an d  
PusW Ee filed oQ or EeIore WKe WiPe 
sWaWed iQ WKe SrecediQJ seQWeQce� All 
oEMecWioQs sKould Ee sZorQ Wo EeIore� 
A QoWary SuElic or EeIore a SroEaWe 
courW clerN� aQd filiQJ Iees PusW Ee 
WeQdered ZiWK your oEMecWioQs� uQless 
you TualiIy Wo file as aQ iQdiJeQW SarWy� 
CoQWacW SroEaWe courW SersoQQel or 
WKe reTuired aPouQW oI filiQJ Iees� 
,I aQy oEMecWioQs are field� a KeariQJ 
Zill Ee scKeduled aW a laWer daWe� ,I Qo 
oEMecWioQs are filed WKe SeWiWioQ Pay 
b e  g ran t e d  w i t h o u t  a h e ari n g .

.iP :ilsoQ� -udJe oI WKe ProEaWe 
C o u rt

By� .aWriQa CorEiQ� ClerN oI WKe 
ProEaWe CourW

��� :esW CKurcK 6WreeW� )orW 9alley� 
G e o rg i a 31030

478-825-2313
2/ 25,  3/ 04,  3/ 11,  3/ 18,  2026
36 9 1

L T 26-004
I N  T H E  P R O B A T E  C O U R T  O F  P E A C H  

C O U N T Y  
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A  
I N  R E :  J O H N  W I L L I A M  F L O W E R S ,  

D E C E A S E D  
E S T A T E  N O .  2026-Y S -7235
N O T I C E  O F  P E T I T I O N  T O  F I L E  F O R  

Y E A R ’ S  S U P P O R T  
7Ke SeWiWioQ oI 75ACY -� )/2:(56 
f o r a ye ar’ s su p p o rt  f ro m  t h e  e st at e  o f  

J O H N  W I L L I A M  F L O W E R S ,  d e ce ase d ,  
f o r d e c e d e n t ’ s  ( s u rv i v i n g  s p o u s e ) ( an d )
�PiQor cKild�reQ��� KaYiQJ EeeQ duly filed� 
all iQWeresWed SersoQs are KereEy QoWified 
t o  s h o w  c au s e ,  i f  an y  t h e y  h av e ,  o n  o r 
b e f o re  M A R C H  25 2026  w h y  sa i d  p e t i t i o n  
sKould QoW Ee JraQWed�

All oEMecWioQs Wo WKe SeWiWioQ PusW Ee iQ 
w ri t i n g ,  s e t t i n g  f o rt h  t h e  g ro u n d s  o f  an y  
sucK oEMecWioQs� aQd PusW Ee filed oQ or 
b e f o re  t h e  t i m e  s t at e d  i n  t h e  p re c e d i n g  
seQWeQce� All oEMecWioQs sKould Ee sZorQ 
Wo EeIore a QoWary SuElic or EeIore a Sro-
EaWe courW clerN� aQd filiQJ Iees PusW Ee 
WeQdered ZiWK your oEMecWioQs� uQless you 
TualiIy Wo file as aQ iQdiJeQW SarWy� CoQWacW 
SroEaWe courW SersoQQel Ior WKe reTuired 
aPouQW oI filiQJ Iees� ,I aQy oEMecWioQs are 
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Lady Trojans Remain 
Perfect, Improve to 11-0 

with Dominant Wins
By: Chris McKenzie,

Sports Reporter
�e Peach County High 

School Lady Trojans soccer 
team continues to roll through 
the 2026 season in impressive 
fashion, remaining undefeated 
with an 11-0 record a�er two 
dominant victories this past 
week.

Peach County showcased 
its o�ensive �repower and de-
fensive strength with back-to-
back shutouts, defeating both 
Dougherty High School and 
Monroe High School by identi-
cal 10-0 scores.

In both matches, the Lady 
Trojans controlled the tempo 
from the opening whistle. �eir 
aggressive attack kept constant 
pressure on the opposing de-
fenses, leading to a barrage of 

goals while the defense and 
goalkeeper unit held �rm to se-
cure the shutouts.

Against Dougherty, Peach 
County quickly established 
momentum, moving the ball 
e�ciently through the mid�eld 
and capitalizing on scoring op-
portunities to build an early 
lead. �e Lady Trojans contin-
ued to push forward through-
out the match, �nishing with a 
commanding 10-0 victory.

�e story was much the same 
in their matchup with Monroe. 
Peach County once again dom-
inated possession, executing 
crisp passes and coordinated 
o�ensive runs that resulted in 
another ten-goal performance. 
�e defense remained equal-
ly strong, preventing Monroe 
from generating any serious 

scoring threats.
�rough eleven games, the 

Lady Trojans have proven to 
be one of the most formidable 
teams in the area. �eir bal-
anced play on both sides of the 
ball has allowed them to over-
whelm opponents while main-
taining strong defensive disci-
pline.

With region play under-
way, Peach County will look 
to maintain its momentum 
and continue its dominant run 
through the schedule. If the 
Lady Trojans keep performing 
at this level, they could position 
themselves as a serious con-
tender as the season progresses.

For now, the Lady Trojans 
remain perfect—and they show 
no signs of slowing down.

Wildcats Sweep Benedict 
in Dominant Straight-Set 

Victory
By: Chris McKenzie,

Sports Reporter
�e Fort Valley State Uni-

versity Men’s Volleyball 
team delivered an impressive 
performance on the court, 
sweeping Benedict College in 
straight sets to secure a con-
vincing win. �e Wildcats 
controlled the match from 
start to �nish, defeating Bene-
dict 25-17, 25-15, 25-22.

Fort Valley State set the tone 
early, displaying e�cient of-
fense and disciplined defense 
throughout the contest. �e 
Wildcats �nished the match 
with 41 kills and a .355 hitting 
percentage, signi�cantly out-
pacing Benedict’s 22 kills and 
.096 hitting percentage.

O�ensively, the Wildcats 
were led by Isaiah Fedd and 
Jamari Gri�n, who each re-

corded 9 kills. Keaton Long 
also made a strong impact 
with 7 kills, helping the Wild-
cats maintain consistent pres-
sure on the Benedict defense.

From the service line, Fort 
Valley State created additional 
momentum. Long and Grif-
�n each delivered three ser-
vice aces, while Fedd added 
two, keeping Benedict out of 
rhythm and forcing di�cult 
returns.

�e Wildcats’ attack was or-
chestrated by Logan Rogers, 
who �nished with 30 assists 
and also contributed defen-
sively with six digs. Rogers 
consistently set up his hitters 
for success, allowing Fort Val-
ley State to maintain an e�-
cient and balanced o�ensive 
approach.

Defensively, Constantine 
Ononye led the back line with 

eight digs, while Long added 
three digs. At the net, Fedd 
and Muhammad Mbaye an-
chored the defense with two 
blocks each, limiting Bene-
dict’s scoring opportunities.

Fort Valley State showed 
steady improvement as the 
match progressed. �e Wild-
cats posted 11 kills in each of 
the �rst two sets before erupt-
ing for 19 kills in the third set 
to close out the match and se-
cure the sweep.

With strong performanc-
es across the lineup and e�-
cient team play, the Wildcats 
demonstrated their ability to 
control both sides of the ball. 
�e victory adds another sol-
id performance to the season 
as Fort Valley State continues 
building momentum on the 
court.

Georgia lawmakers cross the aisle 
to help children see and read

By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — Bryce Berry 

could not understand why his 
student was misbehaving.
�e youth excelled on his as-

signments, but he disrupted the 
classroom. Eventually, the stu-
dent explained that he could not 
see the board. �us enlightened, 
Berry arranged an eye exam and 
a free pair of glasses.
Problem solved. A life changed.
“I think about how many oth-

er students across Georgia are 
being mislabeled or mis-disci-
plined or le� behind simply be-
cause no one caught something 
as basic as vision or a hearing is-
sue,” said Berry, a middle school 
math teacher who joined the 
Georgia House of Representa-
tives last year.
Rep. Berry, D-Atlanta, told that 

story during a �oor debate in 
the Georgia House of Represen-
tatives on Wednesday.
It was a rare moment of bipar-

tisan solidarity, a meeting of the 
minds on a root cause of aca-
demic under-achievement.
Rep. Leesa Hagan, R-Lyons, 

had brought a bill to the House 
that would require annual vi-

sion and hearing screenings at 
school, from pre-kindergarten 
through third grade.
Currently, the Georgia Depart-

ment of Public Health (DPH) 
requires parents to submit a 
form when their child enters 
school for the �rst time, con-
�rming that all the necessary 
screenings, including for eyes 
and ears, have occurred.
House Speaker Jon Burns, 

R-Newington, said there may 
not be universal compliance.
“I think part of the problem is, 

in some areas of our state, they 
may have a form, they may not 
have a form,” he said, “but chil-
dren are not being screened.”
And eyes change over time, so 

children, especially little ones, 
may have worsening vision that 
goes unnoticed in the years a�er 
they enter a school.
Rep. Angie O’Steen, R-Am-

brose, shared a story about her 
own daughter.
“Her vision problem didn’t 

show up until second grade,” the 
former school nurse said. “She 
could not see. She could not 
read. So thankfully, this bill will 
address that.”
House Bill 1402, which passed 

172-1 on Wednesday, would 
both mandate the screenings 

and grant each school system 
$15,000 to acquire the necessary 
equipment.
“What we understand from 

DPH and from some of the 
schools that we’ve talked to 
is there’s a need to do it at the 
school to make sure every stu-
dent is screened,” Hagan said. “It 
doesn’t take a lot of time, but it’s 
worth it if to identify any issues 
that are hindering their learn-
ing.”
�e legislation would require 

that parents be informed ahead 
of the screenings, so they have 
an opportunity to opt out.
�e measure also would re-

quire school systems to notify 
parents if their child is not read-
ing on grade level by the end of 
third grade. In that way, it dove-
tails with a priority in the House 
and Senate to improve literacy 
rates.
Last month, the House passed 

House Bill 1193, sending it to 
the Senate. �e vote was 170-2 
— another display of bipartisan-
ship. �at legislation would give 
school districts the funding to 
hire about 1,300 literacy coach-
es, with the intent of sending 
each of them into schools with 
K-3 classrooms.

State House sends $38.5 billion 
2027 budget to Senate

By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — �e Georgia 

House completed its work on 
the budget that will control 
state spending for the �scal year 
starting in July, sending a $38.5 
billion spending plan to the 
Senate Tuesday.
House Bill 974 proposes a 2% 

increase over the current budget 
approved this time last year, al-
though lawmakers increased the 
remaining portion of this year’s 
spending signi�cantly — to 
$43.7 billion — in the amended 
current-year budget that Gov. 
Brian Kemp signed in early 
March.
Similar changes are probably 

in store for the new proposal 
this time next year. Until then, 
priorities include funding for 
education, health care, prisons 
and poverty, with a nod to prob-
lems caused by feral hogs.
Public schools are again con-

suming more than a third of 
the budget. �e $14.9 billion 
allocated to elementary, middle 
and high schools was driven up 
$14.5 million by the state edu-
cation funding formula, which 
considers enrollment and teach-
er pay grades based on quali�-
cations and experience.
Add in billions for colleges, 

universities and technical 
schools, and education takes 
close to half the state budget. 
�e University System of Geor-
gia, for instance, got a $218 mil-
lion increase in formula-driven 
state funding due to nearly 5% 
enrollment growth.
One of the House’s biggest pri-

orities this year is literacy in the 
early grades, with $60 million 
added to the budget for read-
ing interventions through third 
grade.
�ere is money for teacher 

training and for eye and hear-
ing exams on school campuses. 
�ere is money for curricula 
and testing.
�e biggest cost is for more 

than 1,300 classroom literacy 
coaches.
�e House budgeted $31.2 

million, which works out to 
about $24,000 per coach. �e 
experienced educators required 
for the role earn at least two to 
three times that amount, and 
lawmakers know it. But it is 
di�cult to estimate in advance 
how many will get hired over 
the next year, and at what pay 
grade. So House leaders said 
they expect to add money in 
the next amended budget a year 
from now.
“�is is a massive downpay-

ment on a historic investment,” 
said Rep. Matt Hatchett, R-Dub-

lin, the chairman of the House 
Appropriations Committee.
�e on ramp to literacy be-

gins before kindergarten, so the 
House added $10 million for 
a�er school care for pre-kinder-
garten students, and $700,000 
for another 25 pre-kindergar-
ten classrooms. �e House also 
moved money around in a way 
that “frees up” another $10 
million in federal funds to add 
1,288 students to the pre-k �-
nancial assistance program.
�e budget “represents the 

House’s dedication to cham-
pioning Georgia’s students, 
children, families and commu-
nities in every corner of our 
great state,” Speaker Jon Burns, 
R-Newington, said in a state-
ment a�er the House sent the 
budget to the Senate by a 159-4 
vote.
Among the items he highlight-

ed, besides literacy and pre-k, 
was $5 million to expand stu-
dent mental health services and 
$10 million more toward rural 
airport aid.
Hatchett said one of his favor-

ite line items was an additional 
$11.8 million for the Medicaid 
dental program to raise reim-
bursement rates and encourage 
more dentists to serve recipi-
ents.
Providing medical care is a 

challenge, particularly in rural 

areas. So expanding service has 
been a priority for lawmakers. 
To that end, the budget adds 
$18.2 million for graduate med-
ical education, with $4.7 million 
toward 147 new primary care 
slots.
It also puts another $101 mil-

lion toward prisons, a third of it 
to hire more correctional o�cers 
to reduce the ratio with inmates 
down from the current 1-12.
And it adds $11 million for 

more sta�ers to con�rm food 

stamp enrollees are eligible. 
Georgia has one of the highest 
“error” rates in the country. �at 
can mean loss of federal fund-
ing, so lawmakers hope to get it 
down.
�ere is also another $2 million 

to draw federal matching funds 
for a new summer food program 
for kids in poverty called SUN 
Bucks.
Feral hogs will not like this 

budget.
It contains $500,000 for a De-

partment of Natural Resources 
hog management pilot program 
and another $400,000 for a hog 
eradication incentive program.
Hatchett explained that line 

item on the House �oor Tuesday.
“Feral hogs are wreaking hav-

oc statewide,” he said, “causing 
millions of dollars of damage to 
crops and farms each year.”
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This Space is 
Reserved for YOU....

Call today to  place your business
 in the Call-A-Pro Directory...
Make your ad dollars count.

(478) 825-2432
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Bradshaw’s 
Heating & Air

401 Green Street Fort Valley, GA
Office (478)825-0068   Cell (478)951-4763

WE’VE BEEN IN BUSINESS FOR 30 YEARS AND 
STILL GOING STRONG. Jonathan Quick



 MARCH 18, 202612A •

Trojans with Dominant Wins Over 
Swainsboro and Monroe

By: Chris McKenzie,
Sports Reporter

�e Peach County Trojans 
baseball team continues to show 
why they are one of the hottest 
teams on the diamond, deliver-
ing two dominant performanc-
es this past week with a 12–2 
win over Swainsboro followed 
by a commanding 17–0 victory 
against Monroe.

Peach County’s o�ense was 
�ring on all cylinders in both 
games, while the pitching sta� 
kept opposing hitters o� bal-
ance and limited scoring oppor-
tunities.

Against Swainsboro, the Tro-
jans jumped out early and never 
looked back, �nishing with 12 
runs on 10 hits while posting a 
strong .385 team batting aver-
age. Several players contributed 
key hits in the victory.

Junior Owen Meredith led 
the o�ensive charge, going 
2-for-3 with three RBIs. Junior 
Zach Veillon also had a strong 
outing at the plate, �nishing 
2-for-4 with two RBIs and a 
double. Junior Miller Greene 
added two hits, scored twice, 
and drove in a run, while junior 
Wyatt Blanton contributed a hit 
and an RBI.

Rigsby Booth provided a big 
swing with a home run, �nish-
ing with two runs scored and 
an RBI. Avery Horne added a 
hit and crossed the plate twice, 
while Ben Wilford chipped in 

with a hit and an RBI.
�e Trojans were aggressive 

on the basepaths, swiping seven 
bases during the contest. Blan-
ton led the way with two stolen 
bases, while Meredith, Greene, 
Matthew Cannon, Horne, and 
Booth each added one.

On the mound, junior Evan 
Rush set the tone with three 
strong innings, allowing just 
one hit while striking out two 
to earn the win. Miller Greene 
followed in relief, pitching two 
innings with two strikeouts to 
close out the victory.

Peach County kept the mo-
mentum rolling in their next 
game, overwhelming Monroe 
in a 17–0 rout. �e Trojans were 
nearly unstoppable o�ensively, 
batting an impressive .611 as a 
team and scoring 17 runs on 11 
hits.

Wyatt Blanton turned in 
a perfect performance at the 
plate, going 2-for-2 with three 
runs scored and three RBIs. 
Miller Greene also had a huge 
game, �nishing 2-for-2 with 

three runs scored, four RBIs, 
and a triple. Ben Wilford added 
a perfect 2-for-2 day with two 
RBIs.

Avery Horne contributed a 
hit, two runs scored, and two 
RBIs, while Matthew Cannon 
scored three times and drove 
in a run. Rigsby Booth added 
a double and a hit, and Owen 
Meredith chipped in with a hit 
and an RBI.

�e Trojans once again show-
cased their speed, stealing 11 
bases in the game. Blanton, Wil-
ford, and Cannon each had two 
stolen bases, highlighting Peach 
County’s aggressive baserun-
ning approach.

Peach County’s pitching was 
equally dominant. Sophomore 
Dawson Whaley delivered an 
excellent start, pitching 2.1 in-
nings while allowing just one 
hit and striking out four. Junior 
Ben Wilford �nished the game 
on the mound, striking out two 
batters in two-thirds of an in-
ning to preserve the shutout.

With explosive o�ense, ag-
gressive baserunning, and 
steady pitching, the Trojans 
continue to play high-level 
baseball as the season progress-
es. If Peach County maintains 
this level of execution on both 
sides of the ball, they will re-
main a di�cult matchup for any 
opponent moving forward.




