
By Zoe Hammond
News Editor

FORT VALLEY, Ga. – �e 
Peach County Board of Educa-
tion recognized eleven students 
who contributed artworks to the 
2026 portion of the 2025/2026 
District Art Calendar in their 
January board meeting. 
Cathy Heller, Coordinator of 

Fine Arts, took to the podium 
to recognize the many students 

who participated in the cal-
endar. According to Heller, 
this is the third year that the 
Peach County Schools have 
made the calendar, and the sec-
ond year that featured art from 
all of the Peach County schools.
�e students who participated 

in this year’s calendar are: KJ 
Jordan, Harleigh Miller, and Tyl-
an Harris from Byron Elementa-
ry School; Payten McLeod from 
Kay Road Elementary School; 

Alaycia Bryant, Alyssa Smith, 
and Jamari Johnson from Hunt 
Elementary School; Jaqueline 
Alcantar, Haley Reis, Kaylee 
Tubbs, and Corbin Allison from 
Fort Valley Middle School; Mad-
ison Martin and William Tarver 
from Byron Middle School; and 
Noah Griggs, Celeste Vasquez, 
Nataly Vasquez, Nasean Brown, 

and Briana Fiallos Zelaya from 
Peach County High School.
Next, Assistant Principal 

of Discipline LaNessia Mill-
er of Hunt Elementary School 
stepped forward to recognize 
two Hunt Elementary students, 
Averie Cra�er and De’khari 
Curry, who did well in the Hunt 
Elementary Spelling Bee. Cra�er 

is the HES spelling bee winner, 
and Curry is the 1st runner-up.
Miller then recognized Melo-

nie Osborne-Mann as the Hunt 
Elementary School 2025-26 
Teacher of the Year. Miller spoke 
highly of Osborne-Mann’s com-
mitment to her students and 
passion for teaching.
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Come in for some Classics!
$5

Comfort 

Classics

 $5 Comfort Classics include:
• Sloppy Joes • Pulled Pork • Chili Cheese Dogs

• Cheeseburger • Cream Beef on Toast • Shepherds Pie
Also: All You Can Eat Soup - $8.99

�ree home-made soups served daily

Fort Valley Mayor Names 
Mayor Pro-Tem, Committee Chairpersons

Photo by Zoe Hammond
The City Council of )ort 9alley and memEers of the  )ort 9alley Chapter of the Links, ,nc. with two proclamations, recogni]ing Human Trafficking Awareness Month and SuEstance 

Use Disorder Treatment Month.
By Zoe Hammond

News Editor
FORT VALLEY, Ga. – Newly sworn-in 

Mayor Shakenna Reeves has made her 
pick for Fort Valley’s Mayor Pro-Tem as 
well as which council members will sit as 
the head of which committee during the 
city’s regular board meeting on �ursday, 
Jan. 15.

Mayor Reeves has appointed council 
member Dr. Donald Williams to be Fort 
Valley’s Mayor Pro-Tem. Mayor Reeves 
then read her picks for the committee 
chairperson(s): councilwoman Juanita 
Bryant to the Fort Valley Fire Depart-
ment, councilman Henry Howard to the 
Personnel Department, councilman Al-
ton Howard to the Police Department, 
and Williams to the Finance Department. 

During the meeting, no appointment was 
mentioned for the Public Works Depart-
ment.
Following that, the council approved 

a 90-day extension to a moratorium on 
new development of multi-family hous-
ing. �e 90-day moratorium was origi-
nally enacted back on Oct. 16, 2025. �e 
council approved a resolution authoriz-
ing Mayor Reeves to sign documents.

�e Mayor and Council presented two 
proclamations to the Fort Valley Chapter 
of the Links, Inc. �e proclamations, one 
for Human Tra�cking Awareness Month 
and the other for Substance Use Disor-
der Treatment Month, stated that both of 
these months are being recognized by the 
Fort Valley City Council for the month 
of January.

Peach County Board of Education Recognizes 
2025/2026 District Art Calendar

Photo Contributed
The students who have artworks featured in the January - June ���� portion of the District Art Calendar along 
with Peach County Coordinator of )ine Arts Cathy Heller and Peach County Superintendent Dr. Jesse Davis.

Photo Contributed
Hunt Elementary School ����-�� Teacher of the <ear Melonie 

2sEorne-Mann (middle) with Hunt Elementary Assistant 
Principal of Discipline LaNessia Miller (left) and Peach County 

Superintendent Dr. Jesse Davis (right).

Three City Council Members Sworn-In After 
No Opposition During Elections Season

By Zoe Hammond, News Editor
FBYRON, Ga. – �ree council members were sworn in 

to the Byron City Council during the January monthly 
board meeting. Council members Michael Chumbley, 

Chris Hodges, and Alan Dorsey were sworn in by Judge 
Laurens Lee of Peach County’s Magistrate Court. 
Following that, the Mayor and Council approved Or-

dinance No. 2025-16, an annexation request for a prop-
erty located at 307 Chapman Road. Next, the council 
approved the rezoning request of said property from 
County C-3 Commercial to City C-1 Commercial.

�e council approved a resolution to accept Bill Green 
Drive as a public road that is within the corporate lim-
its of the City of Byron, as part of the Municipal Street 
System. �e council approved a resolution regarding 
the annual agreement with the Convention & Visitors 

Photos by Zoe Hammond
(photos left to right) Council memEers Michael 

ChumEley, Chris Hodges, and Alan Dorsey Eeing 
sworn in by Judge Laurens Lee of Peach County’s 

Magistrate Court. 
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FORT VALLEY – Carla Be-
atrice Shy Gowen passed away 
on January 11, 2026, a�er an 
extended illness, at the age of 
75. Funeral Services will be held 
on Friday, January 16, 2026, at 
�e Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in Perry. Vis-
itation will be held from 10:00 
until 11:00 a.m., and the funer-
al will begin at 11:00 a.m. with 
Bishop Wesley Evans o�ciating. 
Interment will be in Oak Lawn 
Cemetery in Fort Valley.
Carla was born on June 16, 

1950, in Fort Valley, Georgia, 
to the late James Carlton Shy Jr. 
and the late Carolyn Stuart An-
ness Shy. In 1968, Carla grad-
uated from Fort Valley High 
School, married the next week, 
and turned 18 the following 
week. Between 1968 and 1987, 
she traveled with her husband 
while he served in the United 
States Army. Other than the 
one year when Ed was in Viet-
nam, the couple traveled to-
gether, spending time in New 
Jersey; Pirmasens and Nurem-
berg, Germany, where their 
son Zac was born; Key West, 
Florida; Fort Sheridan, Illinois, 

Fort Sha�er, Hawaii, and �nal-
ly Fort Lee, Virginia. During 
those years, Carla continued her 
education at Saint Leo Univer-
sity, Florida Keys Community 
College, the University of Ha-
waii, and several other places. 
In 1987, the family returned to 
Fort Valley, where she spent the 
remainder of her life.
Carla was an active member 

of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, serving 
in many callings in the Relief 
Society and Primary organiza-
tions. She loved participating in 
community theater and enjoyed 
crocheting, sewing, and putting 
together puzzles. She worked as 
a detective with the Fort Valley 
Police Department for 10 years 
and later served two terms as a 

City Councilwoman for the City 
of Fort Valley. She was passion-
ate about genealogy, and she 
and her husband took classes 
through BYU–Idaho to further 
their family history work. Carla 
was active in Kiwanis, serving 
two terms as President of the 
Fort Valley Kiwanis. She was in-
tensely patriotic and loved any 
décor that re�ected her love of 
country.
Carla was preceded in death by 

her parents; her sisters, Patricia 
Bartlett and Betsy Ann Shy; and 
her brothers, James Carlton Shy 
II and James Mallard Shy.
She leaves behind her loving 

and devoted husband of 57 
years, Edward J. Gowen Jr.; her 
son, Edward Z. “Zac” Gowen 
(Katrina); and her four grand-
children, Emily Gowen, Erin 
Gowen Smith (Brandon), Jillan 
Gowen, and Jakob Gowen.
Condolences for the family 

may be le� in the online guest-
book at www.watsonhunt.com. 
Watson-Hunt Funeral Home 
has been entrusted with the ar-
rangements.

By Peach County 
Government is with Peach 

County EMS
It is with deep sadness that 

we share the passing of re-
tired EMS team member Mi-
chael A. Giles.
Michael dedicated more 

than 40 years of service to 
this community, serving 
with distinction as a clini-
cian, Rescue Chief, and Fleet 
Maintenance Coordinator 
for Peach County EMS. His 
commitment to public safe-
ty, leadership, and dedica-
tion to the citizens of Peach 

County le� a lasting impact 
on our organization and on 
those who had the privilege 
of working alongside him.
We extend our deepest 

condolences to his fami-
ly, friends, and colleagues. 
We also ask the community 
to keep his wife, Dr. Cyn-
thia L. Giles, our Coun-
ty Medical Director, in 
your thoughts and prayers 
during this di�cult time.
Michael’s legacy of service 

and commitment will al-
ways be remembered.
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Porter Transitioning Into Emeritus Role
National Search Underway For New GTLN Executive Director

By GTLN
Dublin, Ga. – �e Georgia Trust for 

Local News was created to prevent 
news deserts and stimulate creative 
solutions to build sustainable journal-
ism in Middle Georgia. �ose aims 
have been met, with the Georgia Trust 
now boasting a portfolio of 20 commu-
nity titles, ranging from some of the 
state’s oldest newspapers to the startup 
�e Macon Melody. 
�e National Trust for Local News’s 

successful launch of the Georgia Trust 
wouldn’t have been possible without 
DuBose Porter, a 40-year veteran of 
newspaper publishing who has served 
as executive director since the Nation-
al Trust for Local News established the 
state subsidiary in 2024. Having set the 
Georgia Trust on a path for enduring 
success, Porter will retire as executive 
director on Feb. 2 and take on a pub-

lisher emeritus role focused on fund-
raising, partnerships and acquisitions.  
With Porter’s transition, the Nation-

al Trust for Local News has launched 
a nationwide search for his successor. 
�is new executive director will be 
charged with leading and advancing 
the Georgia Trust’s general operations 
and business partnerships, while driv-
ing editorial, audience and advertising 
strategy; product innovation; and reve-
nue growth. Danyale Starley, currently 
serving as controller for the Georgia 
Trust, will step into the role of interim 
executive director beginning Feb. 2 and 
until a new leader is selected.  
“�is transition re�ects the widening 

scope of both our statewide mission 
and our ambitions for transformational 
reach,” said Tom Wiley, CEO of the Na-
tional Trust for Local News. “Our next 
stage of growth at the Georgia Trust re-
quires an energized operational leader 

paired with a dedicated statewide am-
bassador who can deepen philanthrop-
ic investment and cultivate new market 
opportunities. We’re pleased DuBose 
Porter, a longtime leading force in the 
community, will remain with us as we 
transition the Georgia Trust to its new 
phase of development and innovation.”   

A longtime news publisher and public 
servant, Porter serves on the board of 
directors for the Georgia Press Associ-
ation, of which he’s past president, and 
the Georgia First Amendment Founda-
tion. He brought his deep knowledge 
of the strengths and challenges facing 
rural newspapers to his work with the 
Georgia Trust as he led the organiza-
tion through its founding years. 
Porter’s history in community news-

papers runs deep. He and Gri�n Lovett 
�rst purchased �e Courier Herald in 
his native Dublin in 1987.  
Between 1998 and 2004, Porter and 

Lovett purchased several neighboring 
weeklies, making �e Courier Herald 
the �agship of their publishing com-
pany. Following another expansion 
between 2021 and 2023, the company 
grew to own 18 newspapers prior to 
its acquisition by the Georgia Trust in 
2024.  

Under Porter’s tenure, the Georgia 
Trust for Local News publications 
earned 17 awards from the Georgia 
Press Association’s Better Newspaper 
Contest, including the Newspaper of 
Excellence Award for �e Courier Her-
ald and �e Albany Herald. 
“We have a strong history of impact-

ful, quality journalism here in the heart 
of Georgia,” said Porter. “Expanding 
the essential work of these newspapers 
strengthens communities and fosters 
local engagement. I believe strongly in 
the power of independent, community 
news and I’m looking forward to con-
tinuing to build investment and sup-
port for the vibrancy of our publica-
tions in Georgia’s rural communities.”
Interested candidates for the executive 

director position can learn more and 
apply at  https://www.nationaltrustfor-
localnews.org/careers.

Photo Contributed 
DuBose Porter
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Certification of January 20th, 2026, Senate District 18 Election. 
Discussion Will include precincts closures of Powersville 

6711 Peach Pkwy., Byron, Ga 31008 and Claude 
10660 Miami Valley Rd., Fort Valley, Ga 31030. 

The citizens of Peach County are welcomed to voice input 
on the closures.

We Are Sad To Announce the Recent Passing 
Fort Valley Councilwoman Carla Gowen

Peach County Government and Peach County 
EMS Announce the passing of Retired Peach 
County EMS Rescue Chief Michael A. Giles
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Bureau to lease the Depot and 
Old Jail.
Following that, the council 

approved the opening of an 
interest-bearing checking ac-
count for FLOST. Next, the 
council approved the Mayor to 
sign the Local Maintenance and 
Improvement Grant Memoran-
dum of Understanding.
�e council approved a reso-

lution authorizing the Mayor 

to execute any documents for 
the 2026 CJCC Local First Re-
sponders Microgrant Program. 
Next, the council authorized 
the Mayor to execute docu-
ments with Georgia Water En-
vironmental Services (GWES) 
regarding the Hwy 247 Li� Sta-
tion Upgrade, as was approved 
in November 2025.
Following that, the council 

approved a resolution autho-

rizing the cooperative pur-
chase through the Sourcewell 
platform for the construction 
of a new skatepark. Next, they 
approved the expenditures for 
repairs to the City of Byron 
Library roof. �e council ap-
proved the surplus of a �atbed 
trailer requested by the Byron 
Fire Department.

Peach County 
Commissioners 

Appoint County Clerk
By Zoe Hammond

News Editor
FORT VALLEY, Ga. – �e 

Peach County Board of Com-
missioners has appointed Au-
drey Jernigan as the County 
Clerk of Peach County during 
their January monthly board 
meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 13.
�ere was a public hearing re-

garding a rezoning request by 
Kathryn Willis to change the 
property located at 1531 Evans 
Road from M-1, Wholesale and 
Light Industrial, to R-AG, Ag-
riculture Residential District. 
�e board of commissioners ap-
proved the rezoning. 
A representative from the Mid-

dle Georgia Regional Commis-
sion (MGRC) requested that 
the commissioners approve the 
recommendation and selection 
of McCall Architecture. McCall 
Architecture was given an over-
all rating of 87/100 for excellent 
service by the Middle Georgia 
Regional Commission. 
�e MGRC had been asked to 

assist with a Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) 
application for Peach County. 
�e county prepared a Request 
for Quali�cations (RFQ) for 
architectural services to sup-
port this grant application. �e 

commissioner approved the 
MGRC’s recommendation of 
McCall Architecture.
Concerning old business, 

Peach/Taylor County Coopera-
tive Extension Agent Je� Cook 
presented an updated Memo-
randum of Understanding with 
UGA Cooperative Extension, 
which focused on technological 
and similar IT updates, which 
was approved by the commis-
sioners.
County Attorney James F. Ban-

ter presented a grace period 
letter to the Fort Valley Utili-
ty Commission, regarding an 
alleged lack of a formal grace 
period for a non-payment of a 
power bill prior to the discon-
nection of services. �e letter 
was denied 3-2, as the FVUC 
stated that they do have a grace 
period, but FVUC calls it some-
thing else.
Chairman Roy Lewis brought 

forth a citizen request to pay for 
a short access road o� of High-
way 41. �e commissioners de-
cided that paving the collar of 
the road would help alleviate 
damage to the citizens’ property. 
Public works has already been 
approved to do the paving.
Regarding new business, Ban-

ter stepped back to the podium 

with qualifying fees of $270 for 
commissioners and $180 for 
members of the board of edu-
cation. Next, Banter provided 
Personnel Policy Updates and 
o�cial salaries for 2026 for Su-
perior Court Judges.
Commissioner Yoder spoke of 

Data Center Concerns, which 
led to a 30-day moratorium on 
any proposed data centers as 
the commissioners want to en-
sure Peach County is prepared, 
informed, and legally sound, to 
avoid reactive decision-making, 
reduce litigation risk, protect 
residents and infrastructure, 
and encourage modern, respon-
sible facility designs that address 
community concerns.
Chief County Marshal Todd 

Shepherd presented a busi-
ness license from Byron Belles 
Boutique at 602 Walker Road, 
as an online service, which the 
commissioners approved. As-
sistant Fire Chief/EMA Direc-
tor Ryan Roberts presented the 
Georgia Trauma Commission 
Grant, which is an equipment 
grant that provided 50 “Stop the 
Bleed” kits to go in county ve-
hicles - the commissioners ap-
proved the grant.
Chairman Lewis discussed 

railroad damage from the train 
derailment last year, due to 
heavy participation. �e train 
derailment damaged multi-
ple points of Powersville Road, 
which will cost $95,000 to ful-
ly repair. �e commissioners 
approved a change order from 
Reeves Construction from the 
SPLOST, and then plan to seek 
reimbursement from the rail-
road company.
Finance Director Janet Smith 

requested a budget amendment 
of $55,858 for vacation payout, 
with the money being moved 
from contingency to contingen-
cy - vacation payout, which the 
commissioners approved.



 N O T I C E
P U B L I C  M E E T I N G S
C i t y  o f  F o r t  V a l l e y
 M a y o r  &  C o u n c i l  

M e e t i n g s
Location: City Hall 204 W. 

Church St., Ft. Valley, GA 31030
Mayor and Council Chambers 

(Courtroom).
•  M A Y O R ’ S  B R I E F I N G  - 

E v e r y  M o n d a y  a t  11: 00A M
O p en  meetin g is f or staf f  

an d  is av ailab le to th e p u b lic.
•  W O R K  S E S S I O N  

M E E T I N G  - E v e r y  2n d  
T u s e d a y  o f  e a c h  m o n t h  a t  
6: 00P M .  A  P u b lic Commen t 
S ection  w ill b e ad d ed  to th e 
agen d a each  mon th  to allow  
f or p u b lic commen t an d  
con cern s at th e meetin g.
•  R E G U L A R  C I T Y  

C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G  - E v e r y  
3r d  T h u r a d a y  e a c h  m o n t h  
a t  6: 30P M .
* T h e  M a y o r  a n d  C o u n c i l  

i n v i t e  a l l  t o  a t t e n d  m e e t i n g s  
i n - p e r s o n ,  v i a  z o o m  
m e e t i n g s  o r  F a c e b o o  L i v e .

T h e  B a t t l e  o f  B y r o n  
F e s t i v a l  B o a r d  o f  
D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g

�e Battle of Byron Festival 
Board of Directors meet every 
�ird �ursday of  the Month 
at the Old Byron Train Depot at 
6:30 P.M. 

T r o j a n  N a t i o n  T D  C l u b  
The Trojan Nationa 

Touchdown Club is selling 
reserved parking for the 
upcoming season at a cost of 
$75.00. This includes the four 
regular season home games 
plus any playoff game that We 
host. This offer is good as long 
as spaces are available. You can 
contact Nate Danielly at 478-
957-1141 for more information.

A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  
M e e t i n g s  

Veterans, consider joining 
the American Legion Frederick 
Withoft Post 76 in Peach County, 
GA.  We are an organization of 
Veterans supporting Veterans 
and the local community. 

Regular Post Meetings are 
held on the Third Thursday of 
Every Month, Social Hour with 
American Legion, American 
Legion Auxiliary, and Guests at 
1700 (5:00pm) followed by the 
Meeting Start at 1800 (6:00pm) 
at 1212 Peach Parkway, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030.

We can be reached at our 
Facebook Page (American 
Legion Post 76 – Peach 
County GA) or via e-mail 
( legionpost76pcga@gmail .
com). All Veterans and Spouses 
are encouraged to participate.

A T T E N T I O N :  V e t e r a n s  
Veterans who would like to 

get together for brotherhood, 
please meet for dinner at Mi 
Ranchito at 311-A Vineville St, 
Fort Valley, GA on 12 August 
2023 at 6:30 p.m./1830.  Please 
RSVP to Ernest Cooling by 
emailing ecooling79@gmail.
com.  If further information is 
needed, please call me at (478) 
955-8850.

F o r t  V a l l e y  D o w n t o w n  
D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y

- B o a r d  M e e t i n g
The Fort Valley Downtown 

Development Authority meets 
1st Tuesday every month at 
6pm, located at Troutman 

House Conference Room, 201 
Oakland Heights Parkway, Fort 

Valley, GA 31030. Visit our 
website for more information: 
http://fortvalleymainstreet.org

P e a c h  C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  

W ork  S essions
�e Peach County Board of 

Commissioners holds Work 
Sessions* on the �rst Tuesday 
of each month at 5pm in 
Commission Chambers 
located at 213 Persons Street in 
Fort Valley.

Regular Meetings* are 
held on the second Tuesday 
of each month at 6:00pm 
in Commission Chambers 
located at 213 Persons Street in 
Fort Valley.
�e Board also conducts 

Public Hearings to consider 
zoning requests at 6:30pm 
during regularly scheduled 
monthly meetings.
*Scheduling may di�er due 

to holidays and unforeseen 
circumstances. Prior notice 
will be given. Visit our website 
for more information: https://
www.peachcounty.net/board-
of-commissioners.cfm

F o r t V a l l e y  U t i l i t y  
C o m m i s s i o n

500 Anthoine St, Fort Valley. 
�e Commission doors are open 
to customers  from 8:00am - 
5:00pm. 

Public Work Session Meeting 
�rst Monday of every month at 
4 p.m. 

Regular Meeting every 
second Monday of each month 
at 6 p.m.

K i w a n i s  C l u b  o f  
F o r t  V a l l e y

�e Kiwanis Club of 
Fort Valley meets 1st & 3rd 
�ursdays every month, 
noon at Kay Center in Fort 
Valley. Kiwanis is a civic group 
focused on helping children, 
and community service. Each 
week, members and guests 
enjoy lunch and a guest speaker 
who addresses a topic of local, 
state and sometimes even 
global interest. Come see what 
Kiwanis is all about and join 
one of America’s oldest service 
organizations. See the Kiwanis 
Club of Fort Valley Facebook 
page for more information. (TFN)

P e a c h  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s
B o a r d  O f  T r u s t e e s

R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G
THOMAS PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

FORT VALLEY, GA
Peach Public Libraries Board 

of Trustees meets the second 
�ursday of February, April, 
June, August, October, and 
December at 5:15pm in the 
Meeting Room at �omas Public 
Library, Fort Valley, unless 
otherwise speci�ed.

P e a c h  C o u n t y  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

M e e t i n g  
Meets 4th Tuesday each 

month at 6:00pm. If anyone has 
school annuals of the past the 
Historical Society would like to 
have them. Donations welcome.
Contact:  Lrgiles77@gmail.com  

F o r t  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c  
P r e s e r v a t i o n

The Fort Valley Historic 
Preservation Commission Board 
meeting is held on the second 
Mondays of the month at 6pm, 
located at the Troutman House 
201 Oakland Heights Pkwy, Fort 
Valley, Ga 31030.

P e a c h  C o u n t y  R e t i r e d  
E d u c a t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

The Peach County Retired 
Educators Association will meet 
on the first Monday of each 
month at 2pm. The meeting will 
be held at Trinity Baptist Church 
507 State Unversity Drive. For 
further info. please contact Dr. 
Quintin Green (478)951-1911.

B y r o n  A L -A N O N   
F a m i l y  G r o u p

Byron Al-Anon meets on 

Monday mornings at 11 a.m. in 
the Old Byron School, next to 
the Byron Municipal Complex.  
Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of relatives and 
friends of alcoholics who share 
their experience, strength 
and hope in order to solve 
their common problems. 
Newcomers are always 
welcome. Contact Debbie 
Harrelson 478-714-9393.

C o m p a s s i o n a t e  
F r i e n d s  M i d d l e  G A  

C h a p t e r
We are a national nonpro�t 

organization dedicated to 
helping bereaved parents by 
providing highly personal 
comfort, hope and support 
to every family experiencing 
the death of a child, a brother, 
sister or a grandchild and 
helping others to better assist 
the grieving family. We need 
not walk alone. 

Byron meeting: 4th 
�ursday of every month. 
7-9pm. Byron Baptist Church 
100 W White Rd, Byron, Ga 
21008.

Macon meeting location for 
TCF: Rock Springs Church, 
6601 Zebulon Rd, Macon, GA.

Please contact Chapter 
Leaders for more information: 
Karla Chidester – 478-954-
4592, or Teresa Tompkins - 
478-319-3526, or visit www.
compassionatefriends.org.

A d d i c t i o n  C o u n s e l i n g
Narconon can help you take 

steps to overcome addiction 
in your family.  Call today for 
free screenings or referrals.   
800-431-1754

B y r o n  L i o n s  C l u b
�e club meets on the �rst and 

third �ursdays of the month, 
the �rst �ursday of the month at 
Uncorked Event Center (behind 
Georgia Bobs) at 6:00PM, and 
the third �ursday of the month 
at 9:00 AM at Denny’s. Anyone 
interested in participating is 
heartily invited to join us. For 
more information, please contact 
Lion Marlene Humphry at 478-
918-3666, email at mhumphry@
cox.net

B y r o n  R o t a r y  C l u b
Meets every Wednesday at 

8:00am at Denny’s.

B y r o n  D D A / C V B
Our next meeting is at the 

Train Depot on Tuesday, Feb 
17th at 4:00.

are the 1st Mondays of each 
month at 5:00 p.m., at Denny’s. 
�e CVB meetings are usually 
held the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month at the Byron Welcome 
Center at 5:00p.m.

%yron Ta[ 2IfiFe
Opened Tuesday & �ursday 

8:30am-5:00pm. Closed 12-
1:00pm at the Byron Municipal 
Complex. All o�cial regular 
meetings are in the Council 
Chamber at the Byron Municipal 
Complex, 401 Main Street, 
Byron, GA. 
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Byron Arrests/Citations
 Barlow, Brannon Ray, 50, Chester, GA: Probation 
Violation (When Probation Terms Are Altered) - 
Misdemeanor

Fincher, Dennis Glenn, 29, Macon, GA: Failure 
To Appear - Felony

Hugley, Jamarcus Damontae, 27, Macon, 
GA: Possession With Intent To, Distribute A 
Controlled Substance, Possession Of Firearm Or 
Knife During Certain Crimes, Criminal Use Of 
An Article With An Altered Identi�cation Mark, 
Driving Without A Valid License, No Insurance, 
Window Tint Violation

Mann, Daron Lacure, 35,, Warner Robins, 
GA: Possession Of Marijuana With Intent To 
Distribute, Possession Of Firearm Or Knife 
During Certain Crimes, Window Tint Violation, 
Driving With Suspended License

Ouzts, Tyrone, 30, Greer, SC: Following Too 
Closely, Reckless Driving, Driving While License 
Suspended, Move Over Law, Marijuana-Possess 
Less �an 1 Oz.

Wilson, Brian Paris, 49, Macon, GA: Probation 
Violation (When Probation Terms Are Altered) - 
Misdemeanor

Fort Valley Arrests/Citations
Ashley, Brian Wilson Alexander, 29, Fort Valley, 
GA: Manufacture/Deliver/Distribute/Administer/
Sell/Possess W/Intent To Distribute Controlled 
Substance

Little, Delma Marie, 42, Warner Robins, GA: 
�e� By Taking - Misdemeanor, Probation 
Violation (When Probation Terms Are Altered) - 
Misdemeanor

Mathis, Redgiatta Patrice, 40, Marshallville, GA: 
Possession Of Drug Related Objects, �e� By 
Shopli�ing

Mckinney, Joseph Matthew, 55, Byron, GA: 
Probation Violation (When Probation Terms Are 
Altered) - Misdemeanor

Richard, Terrance Jamaal, 21, Fort Valley, GA: 
Probation Violation (When Probation Terms Are 
Altered) - Misdemeanor

Tarrant, James Everette, 36, Macon, GA: 
Probation Violation (When Probation Terms Are 
Altered) - Felony

Peach County Sheri� ’s O�ce 
Arrests/Citations
Armstrong, Raymond Oscar, 54, Fayetteville, GA: 

Probation Violation (When Probation Terms Are 
Altered) - Felony

Combs, Dale Allen, 40, Byron, GA: Sexual 
O�ender - Fail To Register/Provide False 
Information

Grace, Kendrick Rashad, 37, Byron, GA: Battery 
Family Violence, Cruelty To Children In �e 3rd 
Degree 3rd Or Subsequent O�ense, Cruelty To 
Children In �e 3rd Degree 3rd Or Subsequent 
O�ense

Jackson, Jadin Jahiem, 17, Byron, GA: Criminal 
Trespass Fv

Jones, Marc Anthony, 46, Macon, GA: Driving 
While License Suspended

Kemp, Ayende Khalide, 45, East Point, GA: 
Battery, Criminal Attempt To Commit A 
Misdemeanor

Morrison, Kiwan Fuquan, 30, Decatur, GA: 
Speeding In Excess Of Maximum Limits (State 
Speed And Zone Limits), Speeding In Excess 
Of Maximum Limits (State Speed And Zone 
Limits), Fleeing Or Attempting To Elude A Police 
O�cer For A Felony O�ense, Reckless Driving, 
Possession Of Marijuana

Prude, Claude Bernard, 34, Reynolds, GA: 
Probation Violation (When Probation Terms Are 
Altered) - Felony

Roeder, Bruce Wayne, 37, Macon, GA: Possession 
Of Marijuana, Failure To Maintain Lane, Tail 
Lights / Tag Lights Lenses Required

Spencer, Je�ery B, 36, Macon, GA: Driving While 
License Suspended

Stinson, William, 55, Knoxville, GA: Here For 
Court

Washington, Demarco Jermaine, 48, Stonecrest, 
GA: Probation Violation (When Probation Terms 
Are Altered) - Misdemeanor

GA State Patrol Perry Arrests
Kilpatrick, John, 49: Speeding In Excess Of 
Maximum Limits (State Speed And Zone Limits), 
Driving While License Suspended

Crawford County Sheri� ’s 
O�ce Arrests
Pernell, Erin Lynn, 30, Byron, GA: Illegal 
Possession Of Controlled Substance

Ga Dept. Pub. Safety Arrests
Rivera Sosa, Joel, 34, Altamonte Springs, FL: 
Driving In Le� Lane Of 3+ Lanes

The information below is provided by local law 
enforcement agencies, who are solely responsible for 
the accuracy of the information.  These reports are 
published for information purposes only.  Publication 

of an arrest or citation report is not evidence of a crime.  All persons named in the reports are 
presumed innocent unless proven guilty in a court of law.  Some minor violations that do not 
threaten public safety are not included.  

110 Commercial Heights, Fort Valley, GA

Call or Text 478-955-1999

WadeYoder.com

 Storage
 Cabins

 Carports
 Gazebos

 Playhouses
 Greenhouses

 Metal Buildings
Rent-to-Own

Peach County

CA L E N D A R
C o m m u n i t y

email: n ews @t h eleadert rib u n e.com

Police Beat

Community Prayer Walk 
January 31st

By Peach County Sheriff’s 
Office

(FORT VALLEY) Let’s help 
spread the Word and come out 
and let’s Walk and Pray with a 
Purpose! In case of extremely 
cold temperatures on this day, 
everyone will simply meet at the 
Gazebo (Downtown Fort Val-
ley) at 9:30 a.m.  Regular start 
time is at 9:00 a.m. for both lo-

cations. 
Starting location points: 

Central Union Baptist Church 
parking lot and the Valley Fresh 
Parking lot.

“If My people, who are called 
by My name…” 2 Chronicles 
7:14

Community Prayer Walk 
- Bring comfortable shoes & 
faith. All are welcome!

Join as we pray for peace, 

safety, unity and healing in 
our community. Praying for 
our city/community leaders, 
schools and FVSU, businesses, 
residents, churches and those 
visiting or passing through our 
city.

Let’s walk, Let’s pray. Let’s be-
lieve God for change.

For more information call 
478-335-2100
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By Wade Yoder
LT Columnist 

Our calorie sources, activi-
ties, and environment that we 
keep ourselves surrounded with 
will not only shape us mental-
ly and physically but will also 
shape our health and next gen-
eration of body cells as well. 

 �ese 3 are separated below, 
so that you can pinpoint weak 
spots that may be causing stick-
ing points in your weight loss 
goals, (however, when these 
three are combined, you have a 
fat burning tool chest)!

 1. Our Calorie Sources: the 
choices we make for our cal-
ories dictates to the body our 
intention for our energy needs. 
�is is why, when we eat or 

drink something that absorbs 
rapidly, it puts a lot of glucose/
sugar in our blood for energy. 
If this energy is not needed due 
to inactivity, our body will store 
this extra energy in our fat cells 
causing them to get bigger. And 
since our body burns o� sugars 
�rst, it will not release stored fat 
into our blood to burn until our 
sugar is low enough to switch 
energy sources.

 When we eat excess calories, 
especially the fast-absorbing 
ones and we don’t burn this 
extra o� through exercise or 
activity, our insulin if working 
properly will remove it from 
our blood to keep from a sticky 
mess happening in our blood 
supply and our body parts!

 �e neat thing about our 
body is that it knows how to re-
lease an energy snack into our 
system when we need it bad-
ly enough and it does this by 
releasing the calories we have 
stored in our fat cells, body fat 
is simply stored energy.

 Remember when eating lean 
or very low calorie for several 
days you should have a cheat 
meal, (where you eat and drink 

pretty much anything you 
want). �is cheat meal simply 
helps reset your metabolism at 
a higher level.   

 2. Activities & Exercise: this 
is important since activities and 
exercise not only burn calories 
while being active but also help 
you continue to burn calories 
through the toned muscles these 
activities and exercises help 
create. �e more toned muscle 
you have the higher your me-
tabolism will be. One pound of 
muscle will burn approximately 
13-17 calories a day. Activating 
these muscles will change it to a 
higher calorie burn rate, sort of 
like a car that burns fuel if le� 
idling but will burn even more 
when revved up or in motion. 

 Simply put, activity and ex-
ercise help clear the system of 
excess energy so insulin will not 
have to tote it o� to store in our 
fat cells for later.

 3. Our Environment: getting 
family, friends, and co-workers 
to support our �tness lifestyle 
can be of big bene�t not only 
to us, but it can have a ripple 
e�ect on the ones around us! 
We gradually become like our 

environment, so it’s very im-
portant to keep things and peo-
ple around that have a positive 
impact and not a negative one 
on our �tness goals!

  Surrounding ourselves 
with foods such as �sh, chick-
en breasts, turkey, (occasional 
good quality red meats), eggs, 
beans, dark colored vegetables, 
sweet potato, quinoa, brown 
rice, whole grain pasta, fer-
mented vegetables and snacks 
such as apples, nuts, peanut but-
ter (without the bread), and wa-
ter as primary hydration source, 
simply crowds out a lot of other 
things that are not conducive to 
building health or physique! 

Water note: Drink enough 
water that urine is pale in col-
or. Cold water helps your body 
burn more calories.

 When you combine a 
cleaned-up �tness environ-
ment, active lifestyle, and good 
dietary choices with water as 
a �uid of choice you have a fat 
burning tool chest that helps 
turn that stored energy (body 
fat) into a burnable fuel!

By J. �omas Perdue, GA 
Public Policy Foundation

Georgia continues to grapple 
with a complex, outdated and 
steadily expanding regulatory 
environment. Debates over the 
state’s regulatory burden, in-
cluding proposals such as the 
“Red Tape Rollback Act” intro-
duced last year, are not occur-
ring in isolation. �ey re�ect 
a broader national movement 
in which states are reassessing 
long-standing regulatory struc-
tures that constrain economic 
growth and sti�e innovation.

Since the publication of our 
initial 2025 overview of regula-
tory reform e�orts, legislatures 
and governors across the coun-
try have advanced new reforms 
aimed at trimming individual 
rules and rebalancing power 
between unelected bureaucratic 
agencies and legislatures. �e 
details vary by state, but com-
mon goals include greater leg-
islative oversight for approval 
of high-cost regulations, clearer 
economic accountability and 
an unwinding of regulations 
that have accumulated over the 
years.

One major trend has been 
the imposition of systematic 
reviews of existing regulations. 
Alaska o�ers one of the most 
ambitious examples. �rough a 

pair of executive orders issued 
in 2025, the state launched a 
comprehensive government ef-
�ciency and regulatory reform 
initiative. Agencies are now re-
quired to inventory and stream-
line their regulations, guidance 
documents and incorporated 
materials, with targets of reduc-
ing regulatory requirements by 
15% by the end of 2026 and 25% 
by the end of 2027. �e reforms 
also emphasize transparency 
and predictability, including 
mandatory posting of guidance 
documents, standardized per-
mitting timelines and automat-
ic approval when agencies miss 
statutory deadlines.

Indiana followed a similar 
path, directing agencies to cut 
regulatory requirements by 
25% by 2029 and to justify the 
continuation of rules that have 
gone untouched for eight years 
or more. Both states sought to 
institutionalize continuous re-
view instead of one-time dereg-
ulation.

At the state legislative lev-
el, REINS-style frameworks 
(named a�er the proposed 
federal legislation, Regulations 
from the Executive in Need of 
Scrutiny Act) have become the 
dominant vehicle for reform. 
�ese laws require legislative 
approval of regulations with 

signi�cant economic impacts 
before they can take e�ect, re-
storing a measure of democratic 
accountability to the rulemak-
ing process.

Kentucky enacted such a 
framework in 2025 over a gu-
bernatorial veto, requiring law-
makers to approve regulations 
projected to cost $500,000 or 
more over two years. Louisiana 
enacted a bipartisan overhaul 
of its Administrative Procedure 
Act, creating �scal thresholds 
that trigger legislative oversight 
while allowing the governor to 
approve if committees do not 
review a rule within 30 days.

North Carolina’s reforms ex-
panded the state’s de�nition of 
“substantial economic impact” 
and imposed supermajority 
voting requirements on costly 
rules unless they are federal-
ly mandated. Similarly, Utah’s 
approach ties statutory autho-
rization directly to implemen-
tation and compliance costs of 
$2 million over a �ve-year pe-
riod. Even states where REINS 
proposals were modi�ed from 
their original intent during the 
legislative process, such as Wy-
oming, moved toward greater 
legislative control by authoriz-
ing lawmakers to block or sus-
pend major rules a�er adoption.

Virginia’s experience o�ers 

perhaps the clearest evidence 
of what this style of reform can 
achieve. Under the O�ce of 
Regulatory Management, cre-
ated by executive order in 2022, 
the state reports a reduction of 
nearly 27% in regulatory re-
quirements, saving Virginia cit-
izens an estimated $1.2 billion a 
year. Concrete outcomes, such 
as tens of thousands of dollars 
shaved o� the cost of building 
a new home, have helped trans-
late abstract regulatory debates 
into tangible bene�ts for fami-
lies.

Several states paired legisla-
tive oversight with enhanced 
economic analysis. In addition 
to requiring legislative approv-
al of major rules, Oklahoma’s 
REINS Act of 2025 also created 
an independent Legislative Eco-
nomic Analysis Unit to evalu-
ate agency cost estimates. �e 
state simultaneously eliminated 
Chevron-style judicial defer-
ence to executive agencies’ in-
terpretations of statutes by state 
courts and strengthened execu-
tive oversight of rulemaking.

Pennsylvania lawmakers pur-
sued a complementary strategy, 
advancing legislation that com-
bines REINS-style approval for 

How States Are Reining in Costly Regulations 

By Zoe Hammond
News Editor 

It’s a new year, and with it 
comes a slew of new scams. 
In 2025, Peach County saw 
a host of scams including 
people impersonating an of-
�cer from the Peach County 
Sheri� ’s O�ce with an out-
standing warrant to people 
impersonating the Byron 
Welcome Center trying to 
make citizens pay for free 
events.
In this day and age, it’s im-

portant to be wary when on 
the phone or online. Here 
are some tips to protect your 
credit, wallet, and any other 
sensitive information.
To protect your credit, 

check your credit score of-
ten. Equifax, Experian, and 
TransUnion all provide a 
free credit report each week. 
Check o�en to see if there’s 
any activity that you’re un-
familiar with such as an ad-
ditional account or credit 
inquiry. Report any identity 
the� or fraudulent activity 
to the Federal Trade Com-
mission at identitythe�.gov.
Check your bank accounts 

o�en. Make sure to be on 
the lookout for any suspi-
cious activity such as addi-
tional charges or missing 
money.
Be wary of phone numbers 

you do not know. Avoid an-
swering calls from unknown 
numbers, especially those 
with area codes from dif-
ferent states. Many phones 
will now alert whether or 
not the call may be poten-
tial spam. If it is urgent or 
someone legitimately look-
ing to speak with you they 
will either leave a voicemail 
or call again.
When receiving texts from 

unknown numbers or pri-
vate messages online from 
someone unknown, do 
not click on any links. A 
common scam is someone 
pretending to be from the 
United States Postal Ser-
vice, UPS, FedEx, or Am-
azon saying your package 
is delayed and you need to 
reschedule the delivery. All 
of these mail services will 
not text you unless you have 
speci�cally signed up to do 
so.
When shopping online, 

research the retailer before 
you make a purchase. Most 
likely others have asked 
whether the site is a legiti-
mate retailer or if it’s a scam. 
If you are not sure, it is best 
to not purchase from that 
website.
Be wary when using public 

WiFi networks such as those 
at hotels or co�ee shops. 
Public networks are o�en 
insecure and vulnerable to 
hackers. It is best to avoid 
accessing any sensitive in-
formation such as your 
banking information if you 
are using public Wi-Fi.
�e Better Business Bureau 

has tips on how to avoid 
scams as well as how to 
strengthen passwords avail-
able on their website.

Y o u r  F a t  B u r n i n g  E n v i r o n m e n tH o w  t o  A v o i d  
S c a m s  i n  2026

Charlie Harper 
Guest Columnist

Georgia needs to have a long 
and detailed conversation about 
trucks. Instead, we’re at least 
brie�y distracted by trains.

�ere have been quite a few 
news stories in circulating in the 
last few weeks about Georgia 
“getting serious” about passen-
ger rail. “�ey’re” talking about 
this in Chattanooga, Birming-
ham, Charlotte, and Savannah. 
“�ey” are looking at making 
Atlanta’s role as a rail hub great 
again. 

Who are “they”?
�ey are the consultants and 

transportation entities that re-
ceived funding to study “high 
speed” rail corridors for passen-
ger rail throughout the country 
from the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law. $8 million was appro-
priated from the federal govern-
ment to study routes in Georgia 
with Atlanta as a hub city. �eir 
reports are coming in, and not 
surprisingly they all give a full 
and unconditional green light 
to…another round of studies.

If you haven’t �gured out 
where this track is headed, con-
sider the weather. We didn’t 
need a round of weekend snow 
�urries mixed with rain to throw 
cold water on this story that has 
been recycled more times than 
Chattahoochee river water �ow-
ing south out of Atlanta.

We’ve seen these studies be-

fore. �ey’re almost always initi-
ated with federal funding. �ey 
always suggest more studies. 
But the crucial element is that 
they’re always tied to funding 
for propping up existing rail 
service or funding bigger boon-
doggles elsewhere.

�e same act that Georgia’s 
Senators brag about securing $8 
million for us gave California 
another $3.1 Billion for their 
attempt at high speed rail con-
struction. If California getting 
almost 400 times more money 
than Georgia seems unfair, con-
sider that there is equality in the 
outcome. Both states will have 
zero new miles of track in oper-
ation because of these expendi-
tures. 

Speed is an issue here, both 
for the trains and for the process 
in which the federal government 
“helps” move a project along by 
mandating endless studies that 
make actual construction im-
possible. Note that a law to fa-
cilitate this was passed �ve years 
ago. We’re just now seeing the 
�rst set of studies of many that 
would be required if the will and 
funding to build these rail lines 
actually existed.  

Environmental reviews alone, 
under federal requirements 
known as NEPA, can take a de-
cade or longer. Construction of 
major infrastructure can some-
how take even longer still. Note 
that the rebuild of the I-75/I-16 

interchange in Macon has had 
its tenth birthday, and will likely 
be old enough for a driver’s li-
cense by the time it is complet-
ed.  

�en there’s the speed of the 
trains themselves. Advocates 
point to Europe and Japan as the 
model, with their Eurostars and 
bullet trains that can hit speeds 
of 200 miles per hour. While 
Amtrak’s DC to New York Acela 
train is now capable of reaching 
160 mph, most of the track it op-
erates on limits speeds between 
105 and 110.  �is is despite 
spending $2.5 billion over the 
past decade to upgrade the train 
which somehow now operates 
slower than the older model.

�e track problems are even 
more of an issue in Georgia. In 
many of our urban areas the ex-
isting track has to contend with 
sharp curves that severely limit 
speeds. Fixing those would be 
expensive and messy. 

Eminent domain would have 
to be used extensively. In addi-
tion to taking land to straighten 
out curves, almost every exist-
ing corridor would have to be 
widened. Most of Georgia’s rail-
roads are “single tracked”, with 
freight trains running one direc-
tion for a while, then pulling to a 
siding to wait while trains going 
the opposite direction get their 
turn. It’s a well-choreographed 
ballet that keeps freight moving 
with planning and patience. 

�e result of this design is 
that a “high speed” freight train 
moves from Savannah to Atlanta 
in about 12 hours. A drive along 
I-16 and I-75 starts at about 3.5 
hours, plus whatever time the 
drivers in Henry County decide 
to add for congestion. 

�e expectation of passenger 
rail would be to make this trip 
faster, not slower. To accommo-
date this, new tracks would have 
to be added parallel to existing 
tracks, and trains would have to 
be able to bypass existing junc-
tions and switchyards. 

All freight tra�c would have 
to become a secondary priority 
to passenger trains. By de�ni-
tion, this would then make the 
movement of freight by train 
even slower. More logistics com-
panies who need their goods to 
move to or from Georgia’s ports 
would then decide trucks are a 
better option than freight rail.

We started by saying we need 
to talk about trucks. Most of us 
like the idea of trains. �ey get a 
bit more questionable when we 
start to see the real costs vs the 
real bene�ts. But they become 
a real problem when we realize 
that for every car they take o� 
our freeway, they’re likely to add 
several tractor trailers to our in-
terstates. �at seems to be lost 
in all of these self-perpetuating 
studies of trains that will likely 
never happen.

More Trains Means More Trucks On Georgia’s Roads

REGULATIONS
CONTINUED PG 5A  



FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
AT  ST. PETER A.M.E. CHURCH 

ANNEX
Food Pantry Distribution at 

St. Peter A.M.E. Church Annex, 
502 State University Drive, Fort 
Valley, GA. 
Fourth �ursday of each 

month (January-October) and 
�ird �ursday of November 
and December. Call (478) 825-
8452 for details.

BAHA’I COMMUNITY OF 
PEACH COUNTY

�e Baha’i Community of 
Peach County warmly invites 
you to an interfaith devotional 
and discussion via Zoom on 
the second Wednesday of each 
month, 7:00 - 8:00pm.  �e 
purpose of the gathering is to 
build friendship and unity.  No 
contributions are solicited or 
accepted.  If you’re interested, 
email us at peachcobahais@
gmail.com, and we’ll send you 
an invitation!

COME PRAISE THE LORD 
OVER ZOOM
Sundays 10am - 12noon. 

Wednesday nights 7pm-8:30pm. 
Meeting# 2059432744
Code 7Sb6h8
Host James Manning (Elder) 

CHRISTIAN FAITH BAPTIST 
CHURCH

“Connecting People to Christ”
Rev. Bobby J. Roberson, Pastor
478-822-9897. 1735 Hwy 341 

North, Fort Valley, GA 31030

FORT VALLEY METHODIST 
CHURCH

 301 W. Church Street
(478)825-2762

Join us each Sunday at 10:55AM 
for Christian fellowship and 
a spirit-lead service with our 
pastor, Rev. Herb Flanders. 
Sunday School for all ages 
begins at 9:45AM.  Nursery is 
available for infants and younger 
children.

FT VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  (behind Courthouse)

Come & worship in a casual 
atmosphere at 5:00pm each 
Sunday. Our weekly pastor will 
be the Rev. Dr. Bryan Whit�led, 
a Presbyterian minister who also 
teaches at Mercer University. 
For any interested, we will have 
weekly Sunday School Bible 
Study starting at 4:00pm in 
the room o� the sanctuary. 
Come and join us for an exciting 
summer. Brenda Rackley 478-
283-1356.

FRIENDSHIP  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

2560 Willow Lake Road, 
Fort Valley, GA 31030. 

GRACE HOUSE COMMUNITY 
FOODBANK

Open Tuesdays and �ursdays. 

9:00am - 12:00pm. Located 
behind Fort Valley Court 
House, 203 Central Ave., Fort 
Valley. Phone: 478-825-2562 
(TFN)

GREATER FAITH BABIES 
MINISTRIES

1000 Tulip Drive, Fort 
Valley.

Sunday School at 8:30am
Morning Worship at 

10:00am
Wednesday: Free Fellowship 

Meal at 6pm
60 Minutes Bible Study from 

7:00pm -8:00pm Come and 
fellowship with us!

HOSTING ANGLICAN 
INQUIRERS’ CLASS

Led by Father Matt Harlow
Learn the basics of the 

Christian Faith while enjoying a 
meal and fellowship.
We will cover theology, 

history, liturgy, and more! 
To register contact Fr Matt 
at harlowmatthew@gmail.com
https://www.middlegaanglican.

org

THE LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH 
OF FORT VALLEY

Looking for a church?  Pastor 
Tony Wood invites you to 
come visit us. Bring the kids for 
Children’s Church!
Sunday School at 9:30. Sunday 

Worship at 10:30. 

SAINT ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

SAINT ANDREW’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH located 
at 309 Central Avenue, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030. �e Rev. 
Harriette Simmons Ballard.
Services every Sunday at 

9:00am with Co�ee Hour 
following in Robinson Hall.

ST. JULIANA’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

804 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
Phone:(478) 825-7127
Sat., 7:00pm Spanish Mass
Sun., 9:00am English Mass;       

11:00 am    Spanish Mass
Weekday Mass: Tues., - �urs.   

6:30pm
Confessions: �urs., 6:00pm;       

Sat. 6:30pm; Sun. 10:30am
Adoration: �urs., 7:00pm;      

Sat.  8-9am; Sun.  6:00pm

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

1000 State University Drive 
across from the �rst entrance to 
FVSU. 
We hold morning prayer 

services, at 10:15am Sundays. 
Eucharist (Communion) is on 
second Sundays at 11am.
Please donate to our Little Free 

Pantry on Charlesvoix St. behind 
the church (or take food if you 
are in need). For more info, go 
to our Facebook page or contact 
Anna Holloway 478-397-4678 

and leave a text message.

SAINT PETER AME CHURCH
502 State University Drive, 

Fort Valley GA 31030
Join us for a rewarding Worship 

Experience at “�e Rock” each 
Sunday at 10:00AM.  Our pastor 
is Rev. Anthony Dixon.  You 
may also join us via YouTube 
and Facebook.  Weekly Bible 
Study every Wednesday at 
7:00p.m.  
Bianca Ballard (478)825-8452.

SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF FORT VALLEY

1101 East Church St, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030
Please join us as we continue to 

seek to save them that are lost! 
Our weekly schedule is:

Sunday School at 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship at 11:15 A.M.
Bible Study at 7:00 P.M. – 

Tuesdays
To contact us, please leave 

a message at (478) 825-7581 
or send email to secretary@
shilohbaptistfortvalley.org or 
write us at the above post o�ce 
box.

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
505 State University Drive, Fort 

Valley, Georgia 31030
Trinity Baptist Church welcomes 

you to join us in holy worship service 
each Sunday morning at 11:00 am.  
Sunday School is scheduled at 9:30 
am. and Bible Study at 7:00 pm. on 
Wednesday, currently on Zoom.  
(Contact us at the above number for 
Zoom access information.)  

Also, we invite the participation 
of children in our Godly Girls and 
Champs Ministries.  Godly Girls, 
ages 8-15, meets Wednesday at 5 
pm; Champs on �ursday at 6 pm. 
in Church Annex.  Transportation 
is available.  We look forward to 
having you join us soon!

For additional information, call 
478-825-7349.

USHERS TEMPLE CME 
CHURCH 

411 Railroad Street, Fort Valley, 
GA 31030. 478-825-5106. 
Join us each Sunday morning 

with Rev. Tawanna B. Harris 
at 9:30am for Sunday School 
followed at 11:00am with holy 
worship service. You may also 
join us remotely via Facebook 
Live.  Bible Study held each 
Wednesday at 6:00pm.

THE LEADER-TRIBUNE OPINIONS
Opinions expressed by writers on this page are their own and not necessarily those of The Leader-Tribune

CHURCH
ANNOUNCEMENTS

email:  news@theleadertribune.com

BAHA’I FAITH
“Religions are many, but the
reality of religion is one. The
days are many, but the sun is 
one... The branches are many,

but the tree is one.”

Baha’u’llah

For more information
peachcobahais@gmail.com

www.bahai.us
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By Billy Powell
Parables to Ponder

LT Columnist
A relative of mine told me of 

an encounter he had with an an-
gel.  He was at sea sailing from 
the Bahamas to Florida.  �is 
passage from his letter sets the 
stage for the surprise encoun-
ter:  “�e lights of Freeport had 
long disappeared.  It was a gor-
geous night as the sailboat was 
responding to the balmy south-
east breeze, moving smoothly 
and quietly through the water.  
Down below in the cabin, all 
the guests were sleeping sound-
ly.  As the autopilot handled 
the boat, I fought o� fatigue by 
searching the horizon for signs 
of human kind.  Occasionally 
a wave splashed over the bow 
and the water, full of phospho-
rus, glowing in an eerie way as it 
made its way down the boat and 
dripped back into the ocean.  I 
was comfortable, lying partial-
ly down in the cockpit with my 
head propped on a pillow and 

p o s i t i one d 

with a clear view of the water 
ahead as well as the boat’s in-
struments.  �e Dramamine 
taken hours earlier added to 
my comfort but had not caused 
any drowsiness.  A check of the 
instruments re�ected we were 
about 50-nautical miles north-
east of Miami and moving at a 
speed of 5-knots.  �e time was 
3 AM in the morning.”

�en he penned this incredi-
ble narration of what happened 
next: “ I turned to one side 
and there stood Henry Bras-
well, your uncle, who had been 
dead for over 20-years.  He was 
dressed in dark pants and white 
shirt.  He revealed he was my 
guardian angel and related that 
he had been with me at the bar 
back in Freeport where a huge 
Bahamian had violently at-
tacked a friend of mine.  I had 
interceded to keep the Baha-
mian from doing bodily harm 
to my friend.  When the large 
man came toward me in great 
anger, he suddenly stopped in 
his tracks.  At the time I didn’t 
know why.  But, now I knew.  
Henry Braswell was standing 
behind me.  And believe me no 
one would want to contend with 
Henry Braswell in a bar room as 
a real man or an angel.”

My relative then recounted 
this conversation with my Uncle 
Henry:  “ He told me that your 
mother and daddy were very 
happy with their assignments in 
heaven.  Henry stated that your 

mother was in charge of wel-
coming women to heaven who 
earlier had lost their husbands 
and had encountered the same 
problems and illnesses that she 
had on earth.  He continued that 
your father, who had mechani-
cal knowledge and was fascinat-
ed with scienti�c advancements, 
was working with computers in 
heaven.  As Henry was speaking 
of the beauty of heaven, I heard 
a loud splash that startled me.  I 
shrieked, ‘ Henry, that was a big 
�sh!’  But suddenly I was alone.  
Henry Braswell was gone.  �e 
ship’s clock now read 4:02 A.M.  
Was I dreaming?  I honestly 
don’t know, but this was one of 
the most memorable experienc-
es of my life.”

�e Bible speaks of di�erent 
categories of angels: seraphim 
that attend the throne of God, 
cherubim who guard the en-
trance to the tree of life, archan-
gels like Michael, messengers of 
God such as Gabriel who pro-
claimed Jesus’ birth and guard-
ian angels who assist, protect 
and deliver God’s people.  I have 
felt the presence of angels when 
I watched my grandmother 
Powell breathe her last, when 
my mother slipped into eterni-
ty, and when heaven’s chariots 
came for my beloved wife Bev-
erly. Jesus said that resurrected 
believers will “become as the 
angels of God in heaven.”(Matt 
22: 30)

Billy Powell
Parables to Ponder

Columnist

E ncounter with a G uardian A ng el

By Wayne Lenderman
Lead Pastor of Church in the Orchard 

LT Columnist
One of the most distinctive and 

beautiful teachings of the Chris-
tian faith is the doctrine of the 
Trinity. While the word “Trin-
ity” is not found in the Bible, 
the truth it describes is woven 
throughout Scripture. �e Trin-
ity means that there is one God 
who eternally exists in three 
distinct Persons: the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.
 �is doctrine does not claim 

there are three gods. Rather, 
Christianity teaches one God 
in three Persons—co-equal, 
co-eternal, and perfectly united 
in essence, will, and purpose. 
�e Bible is unmistakably 

clear that there is only one God. 
“Hear, O Israel: �e Lord our 
God, the Lord is one.” (Deuter-
onomy 6:4) “I am the Lord, and 
there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:5) 
Christian belief in the Trinity 
does not contradict monothe-
ism. It deepens our understand-
ing of who the one true God is. 
Scripture reveals that the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
are each fully God, yet distinct 
from one another. Jesus prayed 
to the Father, obeyed the Father, 
and spoke of the Father as God 
(Matthew 6:9; John 17:1–5). 
Jesus is clearly identi�ed as di-

vine. “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.” 
(John 1:1) “My Lord and my 
God!” (John 20:28) Jesus for-
gave sins, accepted worship, and 
possessed authority that belongs 
only to God. �e Holy Spirit is 
not an impersonal force but a 
divine Person. Jesus Himself 
speaks of the “Helper,” “Never-
theless I tell you the truth. It is to 
your advantage that I go away; 
for if I do not go away, the Help-
er will not come to you; but if I 
depart, I will send Him to you.” 

John 16:7 �is passage is speak-
ing of Holy Spirit. “�e Lord is 
the Spirit.” (2 Corinthians 3:17) 
�e Spirit teaches, guides, con-
victs, comforts, and empow-
ers—works of God Himself. At 
Jesus’ baptism, all three Persons 
of the Trinity are present; �e 
Son is baptized, �e Spirit de-
scends like a dove, �e Father’s 
voice speaks from heaven. “�is 
is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased.” (Mat-
thew 3:16–17) Jesus later com-
mands His followers to bap-
tize: “In the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) Notice 
“name” is singular—one God—
yet three Persons. 
�e Trinity is not three gods, 

one Person playing three roles; 
God divided into parts. �e 
Trinity is One divine Being, 
three eternal Persons, perfect 
unity with real distinction. �e 
Trinity is not a problem to be 
solved, but a mystery to be wor-
shipped. And it reminds us that 
the God we serve is not distant, 
He is the God who loves us, 
saves us, and walks with us ev-
ery day. 

‘Ask the Pastor’
Understanding the Trinity: One God in Three Persons

economically signi�cant reg-
ulations with automatic period-
ic review, ensuring that costly 
rules do not persist inde�nitely 
without reevaluation.

Texas charted a slightly di�er-
ent course by establishing a per-
manent Regulatory E�ciency 
O�ce, modeled explicitly on the 
federal Department of Govern-
ment E�ciency concept. Rath-
er than focusing solely on ap-
proval thresholds, Texas tasked 
the new o�ce with identifying 
duplicative and obsolete rules, 
improving economic analysis 

and providing agencies with 
plain-language tools to reduce 
regulatory burdens. Important-
ly, the law also curtails judicial 
deference to agency interpreta-
tions, reinforcing the judiciary’s 
independent role in regulatory 
disputes.

Taken together, these devel-
opments illustrate a national 
shi� away from passive accep-
tance of regulatory growth and 
toward active reduction of the 
administrative state. No longer 
content to focus on individual 
rules at the margins, states are 

redesigning the processes that 
produce regulation in the �rst 
place.

For Georgia, the lesson is 
not that any single model must 
be copied wholesale, but that 
meaningful reform requires 
sustained oversight and a will-
ingness to revisit long-standing 
assumptions about how regu-
lation should function. As law-
makers consider the state’s next 
steps, they do so within a na-
tional context that increasingly 
favors accountability, transpar-
ency and restraint.

REGULATIONS
CONTINUED FROM 4A

Bipartisan Funding Bill Will Keep the Federal 
Government Open & Working for the People

By the office of U.S. 
Congressman Sanford D. 

Bishop, Jr.
WASHINGTON – Today, 

Congressman Sanford D. Bish-
op, Jr. (GA-02) a senior member 
of the U.S. House Appropria-
tions Committee, secured over 
$14 million in funding for nine 
crucial projects in Middle and 
Southwest Georgia that help 
hardworking families have ac-
cess to a�ordable, clean water. 
�ese projects also help com-
munities update equipment for 
local law enforcement, �ght 
child abuse as well as domes-
tic violence, and continue im-
provements to Lake Seminole. 
�e funds were included as 
part of a bipartisan appropria-
tions bill, H.R. 6938, for Fiscal 
Year 2026 which funded the 
U.S. Department of Justice, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, and 
the U.S. Department of Energy 
as well as related federal sci-
ence, energy, and environmen-
tal programs.

�e bill passed the U.S. House 
by a vote of 397-28 and now 
proceeds to the U.S. Senate for 
approval before being signed 
into law by the president.

“Georgians work hard and 
Congress should be matching 

that e�ort to ensure that they 
can a�ord to live in safe com-
munities with clean water,” said 
Congressman Bishop. “�e 
funding that I secured supports 
our counties, towns, schools, 
and community organizations. 
It improves the quality of life for 
families throughout Georgia’s 
Second Congressional District, 
whether they live in urban or 
rural areas.”

�e nine projects in Georgia’s 
Second Congressional District 
for which Congressman Bish-
op secured funding include:
• $9,747,000 to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to manage 
invasive aquatic vegetation, re-
store access on Lake Seminole, 
and restore the local ecosystem;

• $1,092,000 to the Lee Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners for 
a 1.0 million gallon per day well 
and treatment facility to provide 
safe, reliable, and potable drink-
ing water to their residents;

• $960,000 to the City of 
Blakely for a major water trans-
mission line that would im-
prove service to areas of the city 
that have very poor water pres-
sure, including the Early Coun-
ty School System;

• $739,000 to the Southwest 
Georgia Children’s Alliance, 

Inc., to expand prevention pro-
grams, informed care practic-
es, and justice system response 
to child abuse and domestic 
violence across 17 counties in 
Georgia’s Second Congressional 
District;

• $629,000 to the Early Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners to 
upgrade its regional 911 emer-
gency services equipment;

• $478,420 to the City of At-
tapulgus for the �rst phase of 
a multi-phase plan to replace 
existing asbestos cement water 
mains within its drinking water 
distribution system;

• $313,000 to Columbus State 
University for its campus police 
force purchase two new police 
cruisers, mobile data terminals, 
and security cameras to help its 
e�ciency and operational capa-
bilities as well as improve cam-
pus safety;

• $306,000 to the City of Bue-
na Vista’s Police Department to 
replace old patrol vehicles and 
other obsolete equipment so 
that it will improve patrol ef-
fectiveness as well as o�cer and 
community safety; and

• $120,000 to the City of 
Newton to upgrade its existing 
emergency services vehicles.

H.R. 6938 is the product of 

ongoing negotiations between 
Democratic and Republican 
Appropriators in the U.S. House 
and Senate as well as Congres-
sional leaders in both chambers. 
Notably, the overall bill pre-
vented more than $163 billion 
in Trump Administration cuts 
that would have gutted public 
services, law enforcement, and 

other crucial infrastructure pro-
grams. �e bill was also stripped 
of partisan “poison pill” amend-
ments.

Today, Congressman Bishop 
also voted on separate bipar-
tisan legislation to restore the 
A�ordable Care Act enhanced 
tax credits which expired at the 
beginning of January. �e tax 

credits were eliminated as part 
of H.R. 1 in July of 2025 as part 
of the “big, ugly bill” to help pay 
for tax breaks that predominant-
ly bene�ted billionaires. With 
the loss of the ACA enhanced 
tax credits, thousands of Middle 
and Southwest Georgians have 
seen their healthcare premium 
costs skyrocket.
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Photo Contributed
Hunt Elementary School Spelling Bee Winner, Averie Crafter, and first runner-up De’khari Curry 
with Hunt Elementary Assistant Principal of Discipline LaNessia Miller (left) and Peach County 

Superintendent Dr. Jesse Davis (right).

The Peach County Schools’ District Spelling Bee Awards
By PCSS

A special congratulations to 
Spelling Bee Champion, Averie 
Cra�er from Hunt Elementary 
School! We also congratulate 
our Runner-Up, Tylan Williams 
from Fort Valley Middle School! 
Outstanding work by all of 

these students from each school: 
Byron Elementary School 
Robert McCabe- Winner 
Olivia Lynn- Runner up 

Byron Middle School 
Chance Scott- Winner 
Zoe’ Alexander- Runner up 

Fort Valley Middle School 
Kasstin Ezell-  Winner 
Tylan Williams-  Runner up 

Hunt Elementary School 
Averie Cra�er- Winner 
De’Khari Curry- Runner up 

Kay Road Elementary School 
Londyn Eason- Winner 
Mason Wozniak- Runner up Photo Contributed

Tylan Williams District Spelling Bee Runner-Up

LSGT Business of the Month 
On The Mark

By PCHS
�e Peach County High 

School Local School Gover-
nance Team presented On the 
Mark, in Byron, with Business 
of the Month for December. On 
the Mark has supported PCHS 
for many years.  �ey continue 
to support many sports teams, 

they make sta� shirts, banners 
for sports teams, items that are 
sold in the Trojan Trading Post, 
team fan gear, the PCHS Coach-
es clothing, PCHS Club shirts, 
and so much more! �ey make 
so many di�erent items in-
house,  items like lawn signs, vi-
nyl car wraps, magnets, koozies 

and they do embroidery. Matt 
and his sta� can help you with 
all kinds of advertising items. 
Pictured are Dustin Chancellor, 
LSGT Chairman and Matt Ed-
wards, owner of On the Mark. 
�ank you, On the Mark, for 
your many years of support for 
PCHS!

At the Georgia Chamber 
of Commerce Eggs

By the office of 
Rep.  Robert Dickey

On Monday, January 12th, 
the 2026 session began. �e 
session lasts for 40 legislative 
days, which are days when the 
House and Senate o�cially con-
vene. Some days are dedicated 
to committee meetings. For 
instance, this week will mainly 
feature committee meetings fo-
cused on the state budget. Oth-
er dates to be aware of include 
Crossover Day on March 6th. 
�is is the last day a bill must 
pass its respective chamber and 
“crossover” to the other if it is 
to have a chance at becoming 
law. �e last date is April 2nd, 
which is Sine Die, the last day 
of the legislative session. I have 
posted the legislative calendar 
on my Facebook page for you to 
use that as a helpful guide when 
choosing the perfect time to 
visit the Capitol.

At the Georgia Chamber of 
Commerce Eggs and Issues 
breakfast at the Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium, Speaker Jon Burns 
announced that the House is 
laser-focused on keeping Geor-
gia the best place in the nation 
to live, work, raise a family, and 
do business for generations to 
come. To accomplish this, the 
House will work on initiatives 
to make living in Georgia more 
a�ordable for every family and 
business in our state.

�e House will focus on:
• Addressing the cost and ac-

cessibility of insurance.
• Deliver on tax relief-put 

forward legislation enabling the 
elimination of the homestead 
property tax statewide.

• Cut regulations that con-
tribute to the rising costs of 
building a new home.

• Address healthcare access 
and a�ordability.

• Champion literacy e�orts to 
strengthen curriculum, increase 
accessibility to screenings for 
learning challenges, and fund 
literacy coaches.

On �ursday, January 15th, 
Governor Kemp delivered his 
�nal State of the State Address 
to a joint session of the General 
Assembly. It was a bittersweet 
moment. Over the past sev-
en years, Governor Kemp has 
steered our state through many 
challenges, including COVID 
lockdowns and Hurricanes Mi-
chael and Helene. �rough it 
all, our state is safer and more 
prosperous than it was in 2019, 
prior to Governor Kemp’s 
term. https://gov.georgia.gov/
press-releases/2026-01-15/gov-
ernor-kemps-2026-state-state-
address

Where we stand today:
• �rough a balanced budget 

process, our state reserves are at 
a record high. 4.1 billion dollars 
of capital projects have been 
funded with cash rather than 

debt. 
• Cash funding of capital 

projects has allowed us to re-
duce our debt by 20 percent 
over 3 years. �e lowest since 
the state began issuing debt 
bonds in the 1970s.

• Historic tax cuts were im-
plemented, returning billions to 
taxpayers.

• Invested 6 billion in water, 
sewer, and transportation proj-
ects across the state. 

• Workforce Development- 
we have reduced the state em-
ployee turnover rate by 25 
percent, saving taxpayers in 
training new employees.

• Prioritized economic devel-
opment, over the last 7 years, 
Georgia has seen over 219,700 
new jobs.

• Since 2019, we have wel-
comed 3 of the largest economic 
projects in the state’s history.

• Continued Georgia’s streak 
of 12 years for the best place to 
do business.

• Fully funded the Quality 
Basic Education fund 7 times 
while also adding an addition-
al 184.5 million dollars to pro-
grams that prepare workers for 
jobs.

• School safety; added an ad-
ditional 184.5 million in school 
security grants. Raised teacher 
pay by $9,500!

• Kept the cost of post-sec-
ondary school in check by put-
ting an additional 2 billion to-
wards higher education.

• Launched the GRACE com-
mission to combat human traf-
�cking. Since its launch, there 
have been 70 convictions and 
200 children saved. 

• Established the An-
ti-Gang Taskforce and the Gang 
Prosecution Unit. Since then, 
GBI has arrested 2,500 o�end-
ers with gang a�liation. 

My o�ce at the Capitol is 
228 and my administrative as-
sistant is Kimberly Romaine. 
As we move forward with the 

session, I want to know what is-
sues are most important to you, 
your family and your neighbors, 
and I welcome any opportunity 
to hear feedback from you. My 

o�ce phone number is 404-
656-5099 and my email address 
is robert.dickey@house.ga.gov. 
Please reach out to me any time.

As always, thank for you for 

continuing to allow me to serve 
as your representative. It is an 
honor and privilege I do not 
take lightly. 

Robert Dickey
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I n corp oration  N otice -  T h ese are n otices con cern in g 
a b u sin ess w h ich  is to b e in corp orated   w ith  th e of f ice 
located  in  P each  Cou n ty.  R elated  in corp oration  n otices 

can  in clu d e an  in ten t to d issolve  a corp oration , a n ame ch an ge 
of  th e corp oration  an d  mergers of  a corp oration .  T h ese n otices 
typ ically ru n  tw o w eeks at a cost of  $ 4 0. 00.

D rivi n g U n d er th e I n f lu en ce -  S tate law  req u ires p u b lication  
of  a p ictu re an d  a b rief  n otice of  an yon e con vi cted  in  P each  
Cou n ty of  a th ird  D rivi n g U n d er th e I n f lu en ce ch arge.   T h e f in es 
an d  related  matters of  settlemen t are in clu d ed .  T h e f ee f or th ese 

ad s is $ 25  each .  T h ese ad s ru n  on e time an d  typ ically come 
f rom th e P each  Cou n ty S tate Cou rt or th e  M u n icip al Cou rt of  
in corp orated  cities.

Ju ve n ile M atters -  T h is b road  category can  in clu d e 
n otices su ch  as ad op tion , cu stod y, j u ve n ile cou rt action s an d  
con temp orary cu stod y.  T h ese matters f req u en tly ru n  f rom tw o to 
f ou r times, d ep en d in g on  th e ord er.  S ome of  th ese issu es come 
f rom th e P each  Cou n ty Ju ve n ile Cou rt, oth ers f rom th e P each  
Cou n ty P rob ate Cou rt.  

D omestic M atters -  T h ese in clu d e n otices f or ch an ge of  
n ame an d  f or d ivo rce.  W h en  on e of  th e p arties can n ot b e located  
locally.  B oth  of  th ese items ru n  f ou r times.

N otice of  S ale or Foreclosu re N otice -  T h ese n otices 
typ ically ru n  th e f ou r W ed n esd ays p rior to th e f irst T u esd ay of  th e 
mon th  w h en  th e sales are h eld  at th e P each  Cou n ty Cou rth ou se 
in  Fort Valley.  T h e f ee f or th ese n otices is $ 15  p er 100 w ord s 
p er in sertion .  

P u b lish er’ s A f f id avi t f ee is $ 10.

Legals L egal A dv ertisements
E - M ail:  legals@theleadertribune.com
E - M ail A ttachments:  W ord T ex t F ormat
L egal F ax :  4 7 8 - 8 2 5 - 4 1 3 0
A D  D E A D L I N E S :  F riday’ s at 1 2 : 0 0  N oon
I nf ormation concerning legals call:   4 7 8 - 8 2 5 - 2 4 3 2

N  O  T  I  C  E  T O  D E B T O R S  A N D  
C R E D I T O R S
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A  
C O U N T Y  O F  P E A C H
   A ll cred itors of  th e estate of  N A N -
C Y  C A R O L Y N  M I L A M , d eceased , 
late of  P each  Cou n ty, Georgia, 
are hereEy notified to render their 
d eman d s to th e u n d ersign ed  ac-
cord in g to law , an d  all p erson s in -
d eb ted  to said  E state are req u ired  
to make  immed iate p aymen t to th e 
u n d ersign ed .
  Felicia M ilam, E xe cu tor of  th e 
  E state of  N A N CY  CA R O L I N E  
M I L A M
  5 6  W aterf ron t D rive
  Fort Valley, GA  31030
Jo rd an  R eab
W A L K E R , HU L B E R T , GR A Y  &  
M O O R E , L L P  
P O  B ox 17 7 0
P erry, GA   3106 9
4 7 8 - 9 8 7 - 14 15
1/ 7 , 1/ 14 , 1/ 21, 1/ 28 , 2026
36 5 0

N O T I C E  O F  S A L E  U N D E R  P O W -
E R
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
P E A C H  C O U N T Y
   W HE R E A S , A u gu stu s Gilmore, 
I V, as b orrow er( s) , exe cu ted  a S E -
CU R I T Y  D E E D  to M ortgage E lec-
tron ic R egistration  S ystems, I n c. , 
as gran tee, as N omin ee f or P rimary 
R esid en tial M ortgage, I n c.  , L en d er 
w h ich  w as d ated  3/ 25 / 2010, an d  
record ed  on  4 / 8 / 2010, in  I n stru -
men t N o. :  , D eed  B ook 4 39 , P age 
16 0, secu rin g th e p aymen t of  a 
N ote in  th e amou n t of  $ 17 7 ,9 5 9 . 00 
in  P each  Cou n ty, Georgia R egister 
of  D eed s.
   N O W , T HE R E FO R E , n otice is 
h ereb y giv en  th at th e en tire in d eb t-
ed n ess h as b een  d eclared  d u e an d  
p ayab le as p rov id ed  in  said  S ecu ri-
ty D eed  b y th e Hold er, an d  b y v irtu e 
of  th e p ow er of  sale an d  au th ority 
ve sted  in  it, w ill on  3/ 3/ 2026  sell at 
p u b lic ou tcry to th e h igh est b id d er 
f or cash  D u rin g th e legal h ou rs of  
sale b ef ore th e d oor of  th e cou rt-
h ou se of  P each  Cou n ty, Georgia 
of  P each ,  th e f ollow in g d escrib ed  
p rop erty situ ated  in  P each  Cou n ty, 
Georgia, to w it:
  A L L  T HA T  T R A CT  O R  P A R CE L  
O F L A N D  T Y I N G A N D  B E I N G 
I N  L A N D  L O T  4 5  O F T HE  5 T H 
D I S T R I C T , P E A CH CO U N T Y , 
GE O R GI A , B E I N G
L O T  6 7  O F  C U M B E R L A N D  
S HO R E S  S U B D I VI S I O N , S E C-
T I O N  N O .  3, P HA S E  N O .  1, A S  
P E R  P L A T  T HE R E O F R E CO R D -
E D  I N  P L A T
B O O K  26 , P A GE  15 0, P E A CH 
CO U N T Y , GE O R GI A  R E CO R D S , 
W HI CH R E CO R D E D  P L A T  I S  
I N CO R P O R A T E D  HE R E I N  B Y  
R E FE R E N CE
A N D  M A D E  A  P A R T  O F T HI S  D E -
S CR I P T I O N .  
 T a x  P a r c e l  I D :  053B 181
     B e i n g  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  c o m m o n l y  
k n o w n  a s  222 C U M B E R L A N D  
D R I V E ,  B Y R O N ,  G A  31008
  T h e d eb t remain in g in  d ef au lt, th is 
sale w ill b e mad e f or th e p u rp ose of  
p ayin g th e d eb t an d  all ex p en ses of  
th is sale in clu d in g attorn ey’ s f ees 
( n otice of  in ten t to collect attorn ey’ s 
f ees h avi n g b een  give n ) .
  S aid  sale w ill b e mad e su b j ect to 
th e f ollow in g items w h ich  may af -
f ect th e title to said  p rop erty:  A ll re-
strictiv e cov en an ts, easemen ts an d  
righ ts- of - w ay ap p earin g of  record , if  
an y;  all z on in g ord in an ces;  matters 
w h ich  w ou ld  b e d isclosed  b y an  
accu rate su rv ey or b y an  in sp ection  
of  th e p rop erty;  all ou tstan d i n g 
or u n p aid  b ills an d  assessmen ts 
f or street imp rove men ts, cu rb in g, 
garb age, w ater, sew age an d  p u b lic 
u tilities w h ich  may b e lien s u p on  
said  p rop erty;  an d  an y ou tstan d -
in g tax es, assessmen ts an d  oth er 
lien s su p erior to th e secu rity d eed  
b ein g f oreclosed  h ereb y.   T o th e 
b est kn ow led ge an d  b elief  of  th e 
u n d ersign ed , th e ab ove - d escrib ed  
p rop erty is in  th e p ossession  of  th e 
b orrow er an d / or oth er p erson s w ith  
th e con sen t an d  acq u iescen ce of  
th e b orrow er.
E x cep t to th e ex ten t th at th e Hold er 
may b in d  an d  ob ligate M ortgagors 
to w arran t title to th e P rop erty u n -
d er th e terms of  th e S ecu rity D eed , 
con ve yan ce of  th e P rop erty sh all 
b e mad e w ith ou t an y rep resen -
tation s or w arran ties w h atsoeve r, 
exp ress or imp lied .   A ll sales are 
“ as is” , “ w h ere is’ .
T h e en tire p u rch ase p rice is d u e 
an d  p ayab le at th e con clu sion  of  
the auction in the form of certified 
funds.  ,nsufficient funds will not 
b e accep ted .   A mou n ts receiv ed  
in  ex cess of  th e w in n in g b id  w ill 
b e ref u n d e d  to t h e su ccessf u l 
p u rch aser.   T h is p rop erty is b ein g 
sold  w ith  exp ress reserva tion  th at 
the sale is suEMect to confirmation 
b y len d er or S u b stitu te T ru stee.
P u rsu an t to O . C. G. A .  §  4 4 - 14 -
16 2. 2, t h e n ame, ad d ress an d  

telep h on e n u mb er of  th e p erson  or 
en tity w h o sh all h ave  f u ll au th ority 
to n egotiate, amen d , or mod if y 
all terms of  th e ab ov e- d escrib ed  
mortgage is as f ollow s:  
Carrin gton  M ortgage S erv ices, 
L L C, 5 00 N .  S tate College B lvd . , 
S u ites 1300  O ran ge, CA  9 28 6 8  , 
T elep h on e N o. :  8 00- 5 6 1- 4 5 6 7

T h e f oregoin g n otw ith stan d in g, 
n oth in g in  O . C. G. A .  §  4 4 - 14 - 16 2. 2 
sh all b e con stru ed  to req u ire Car-
rin gton  M ortgage S erv ices, L L C 
to n egotiate, amen d , or mod if y 
th e terms of  th e S ecu rity D eed  
d escrib ed  h erein .
Carrin gton  M ortgage S erv ices, L L C 
as A ttorn ey in  Fact f or A u gu stu s 
Gilmore, I V
A ttorn ey Con tact:
M iller, George &  S u ggs, P L L C
3000 L an gf ord  R oad , B u ild in g 100
P each tree Corn ers, GA  3007 1
P h on e:  4 04 - 7 9 3- 14 4 7
Fax:  4 04 - 7 38 - 15 5 8
T S  #  25 - 34 106
  T H I S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  I S  
F R O M  A  D E B T  C O L L E C T O R  
A T T E M P T I N G T O  C O L L E C T  
A  D E B T .   A N Y  I N FO R M A T I O N  
O B T A I N E D  W I L L  B E  U S E D  FO R  
T HA T  P U R P O S E .
1/ 07 / 2026 , 1/ 14 / 2026 , 1/ 21/ 2026 , 
1/ 28 / 2026 , 2/ 04 / 2026 , 2/ 11/ 2026 , 
2/ 18 / 2026 , 2/ 25 / 2026  
36 4 9  ( 25 - 34 106 )

I N  T H E  P R O B A T E  C O U R T  O F  
P E A C H  C O U N T Y  
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
E S T A T E  N O .   2025-A D M -7207
I N  R E :   E S T A T E  O F
A R L I S  T U R N E R ,  D E C E A S E D
P E T I T I O N  F O R  L E T T E R S  O F  
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
N O T I C E
    T O :  A N Y  A N D  A L L  I N T E R E S T -
E D  P A R T I E S
a n d  t o  w h o m  i t  m a y  c o n c e r n :
A L L I S O N  R .  HE A R D  h as p eti-
tion ed  f or A L L I S O N  R .  HE A R D  
to b e ap p oin ted  A d min istrator( s)  
of  th e estate of  A R L I S  T U R N E R , 
d eceased , of  said  Cou n ty.   ( T h e 
P etition er h as also ap p lied  f or w aiv -
er of  b on d  an d / or gran t of  certain  
p ow ers con tain ed  in  O . C. G. A .  §  
5 3- 12- 26 1. )   A ll in terested  p arties 
are hereEy notified to show cause 
w h y said  P etition  sh ou ld  n ot b e 
gran ted .   A ll ob j ection s to th e P eti-
tion  mu st b e in  w ritin g, settin g f orth  
th e grou n d s of  an y su ch  ob j ection s, 
and must Ee filed with the Court on 
or b ef ore JA N U A R Y  23, 2026 .   
   B E  N O T I FI E D  FU R T HE R :  A ll 
ob j ection s to th e P etition  mu st b e 
in  w ritin g, settin g f orth  th e grou n d s 
of  an y su ch  ob j ection s.   A ll ob j ec-
tion s sh ou ld  b e sw orn  to b ef ore a 
n otary p u b lic or b ef ore a P rob ate 
Court Clerk, and filinJ fees must 
b e ten d ered  w ith  you r ob j ection s, 
unless you Tualify to file as an indi -
gen t p arty.   Con tact P rob ate Cou rt 
p erson n el f or th e req u ired  amou n t 
of filinJ fees.  ,f any oEMections are 
filed, a hearinJ will Ee scheduled 
at a later d ate.   I f  n o ob j ection s are 
filed, the Petition may Ee Jranted 
w ith ou t a h earin g.
K I M  W I L S O N , J u d ge of  th e P ro-
b ate Cou rt
B y atrin a Corb in , Clerk of  th e P ro-
b ate Cou rt
205  W est Ch u rch  S treet
Fort Valley, GA   31030
4 7 8 - 8 25 - 2313
1/ 7 , 1/ 14 , 1/ 21, 2/ 28 , 2026
36 4 6

N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S  A N D  
C R E D I T O R S
G E O R G I A ,  P E A C H  C O U N T Y
   A l l  c r e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  
A N T O N I O  M A U R I C E  W O O D A R D ,
d eceased , late of  P each  Cou n ty, 
are h ereb y n otif ied  to ren d er in  
th eir d eman d s to th e u n d ersign ed  
accord in g to law , an d  all p erson s 
in d eb ted  to said  estate are req u ired  
to make  immed iate p aymen t to th e 
u n d ersign ed .
   T h is 22n d  d ay of  D ecemb er, 
2025 .
D E R I C A M A N D O  W O O D A R D
P .  O .  B O X  8 33
Fort Valley, Georgia  31030
A D M I N I S T R A T O R  O F A N T O N I O  
M A U R I CE  W O O D A R D  E S T A T E
12/ 31/ 2025 , 1/ 7 , 1/ 14 , 1/ 21, 2026
36 39

S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
C O U N T Y  O F  P E A C H
N O T I C E  O F  S A L E  U N D E R  P O W -
E R
   P u rsu an t to th e p ow er of  sale con -
tain ed  in  th e S ecu rity D eed  ex ecu t-
ed  b y D A L R O Y  R U P P E R T  to A R -
GE N T  M O R T GA GE  CO M P A N Y , 
L L C in  th e origin al p rin cip al amou n t 
of  $ 9 0,14 2. 00 d ated  A p ril 16 , 2004 , 
an d  record ed  in  D eed  B ook 300, 
P age 8 23, P each  Cou n ty record s, 
said  S ecu rity D eed  b ein g last tran s-
f erred  to W E L L S  FA R GO  B A N K , 
N . A . , A S  T R U S T E E  , FO R  P A R K  
P L A CE  S E CU R I T I E S , I N C.  A S -
S E T - B A CK E D  P A S S - T HR O U GH 

CE R T I FI CA T E S , S E R I E S  2004 -
W CW 1 in  D eed  B ook  7 5 6 , P age 
29 7 , P each  Cou n ty record s, th e 
u n d ersign ed  w ill sell at p u b lic ou t-
cry to th e h igh est b id d er f or cash , 
b ef ore th e Cou rth ou se d oor in  said  
Cou n ty, or at su ch  oth er p lace as 
law f u lly d esign ated , w it h i n  t h e 
legal h ou rs of  sale, on  2/ 3/ 2026 , 
th e p rop erty in  said  S ecu rity D eed  
an d  d escrib ed  as f ollow s:
   A L L  T HA T  T R A CT  O R  P A R -
CE L  O F L A N D , S I T U A T E , L Y I N G 
A N D  B E I N G I N  L A N D  L O T S  14 1 
A N D  116 , 9 T H L A N D  D I S T R I CT , 
P E A CH CO U N T Y , GE O R GI A , B E -
I N G K N O W N  A N D  D E S I GN A T E D  
A S  L O T S  29  A N D  32, GR E E N  
VA L L E Y  E S T A T E S  S U B D I VI S I O N , 
A CCO R D I N G T O  A  P L A T  O F S U R -
VE Y  P R E P A R E D  B Y  T HO M A S  W .  
FU T R A L , I I I , D A T E D  M A R CH 9 , 
19 9 9 , R E CO R D E D  I N  P L A T  B O O K  
21, P A GE  24 7 - 24 9 , CL E R K ’ S  O F-
FI CE  P E A CH S U P E R I O R  CO U R T .  
S A I D  P L A T  A N D  T HE  R E CO R D E D  
CO P Y  T HE R E O F A R E  I N CO R P O -
R A T E D  HE R E I N  B Y  R E FE R E N CE  
FO R  A L L  P U R P O S E S .
T O GE T HE R  W I T H T HA T  CE R -
T A I N  2003, S O U T HE R N , M A N -
U FA CT U R I N G HO U S I N G U N I T  
W I T H S E R I A L  N U M B E R  O F D S -
D A L 38 4 35 A  A N D  D S D A L 38 4 35 B , 
W HI CH W A S  FO R M E R L Y  P E R -
S O N A L T Y  B U T  I S  N O W  P E R -
M A N E N T L Y  A N N E X E D  A N D  
A FFI X E D  T O  T HE  A B O VE  D E -
S CR I B E D  L A N D  A S  A  P E R M A -
N E N T  I M P R O VE M E N T .
     S a i d  p r o p e r t y  b e i n g  k n o w n  
a s :  7980 H W Y  96,  F O R T  V A L L E Y ,  
G A  31030
   T o th e b est of  th e u n d ersign ed ’ s 
kn ow led ge, th e p arty or p arties in  
p ossession  of  said  p rop erty is/ are 
D A L R O Y  R U P P E R T  or ten an t( s) .  
   T h e d eb t secu red  b y said  S ecu -
rity D eed  h as b een  an d  is h ereb y 
d eclared  d u e an d  p ayab le b ecau se 
of , amon g oth er p ossib le eve n ts of  
d ef au lt, f ailu re to p ay th e in d eb t-
ed n ess as p rovi d ed  f or in  th e N ote 
an d  said  S ecu rity D eed .   T h e d eb t 
remain in g in  d ef au lt, th is sale w ill 
b e mad e f or th e p u rp ose of  p ayin g 
th e same an d  all exp en ses of  sale, 
in clu d in g attorn ey’ s f ees ( n otice 
of  in ten t to collect attorn ey’ s f ees 
h avi n g b een  give n ) .  
   S aid  p rop erty w ill b e sold  su b j ect 
to th e f ollow in g:  ( 1)  an y ou tstan d in g 
ad  v alorem taxe s ( in clu d in g taxe s 
w h ich  are a lien , w h eth er or n ot yet 
d u e an d  p ayab le) ;  ( 2)  th e righ t of  
red emp tion  of  an y tax in g au th ority;  
( 3)  an y matters w h ich  migh t b e 
d isclosed  b y an  accu rate su rv ey 
an d  i n sp ection  of  th e p rop erty;  
an d  ( 4 )  an y assessmen ts, lien s, 
en cu mb ran ces, z on in g ord in an c-
es, restriction s, cov en an ts, an d  
matters of  record  su p erior to th e 
Security Deed first set out aEove.
   S aid  sale w ill b e con d u cted  su b -
Mect to the followinJ� �1� confirma-
tion  th at th e sale is n ot p roh ib ited  
u n d er th e U . S .  B an kr u p tcy Cod e;  
and �2� final confirmation and audit 
of  th e statu s of  th e loan  w ith  th e 
h old er of  th e S ecu rity D eed .
   T h e n ame, ad d ress, an d  tele-
p h on e n u mb er of  th e in d i v i d u al 
or en tity w h o h as f u ll au th ority to 
n egotiate, amen d , an d  mod if y all 
terms of  th e mortgage is as f ollow s:
S elect P ortf olio S ervi cin g, I n c.
3217  S .  D ecke r L ake  D rive
S alt L ake  City, U T  8 4 119
8 00- 6 35 - 9 6 9 8
   N ote th at p u rsu an t to O . C. G. A .  §  
4 4 - 14 - 16 2. 2, th e ab ove  in d ivi d u al 
or en tity is n ot req u ired  b y law  to 
n egotiate, amen d , or mod if y th e 
terms of  th e mortgage.  
   T HI S  L A W  FI R M  I S  A CT I N G A S  
A  D E B T  CO L L E CT O R  A T T E M P T -
I N G T O  CO L L E CT  A  D E B T .  A N Y  
I N FO R M A T I O N  O B T A I N E D  M A Y  
B E  U S E D  FO R  T HA T  P U R P O S E .
   W E L L S  FA R GO  B A N K , N . A . , 
A S  T R U S T E E  ,  F O R  P A R K  
P L A CE  S E CU R I T I E S , I N C.  A S -
S E T - B A CK E D  P A S S - T HR O U GH 
CE R T I FI CA T E S , S E R I E S  2004 -
W CW 1,
   as A ttorn ey- in - Fact f or
   D A L R O Y  R U P P E R T
R ob ertson , A n sch u t z , S ch n eid , 
Cran e &  P artn ers, P L L C
13010 M orris R d . , S u ite 4 5 0
A lp h aretta, GA  30004
P h on e:  4 7 0- 321- 7 112
Firm File N o.  25 - 334 6 31 –  L iG
0 1 / 0 7 / 2 0 2 6 ,  0 1 / 1 4 / 2 0 2 6 , 
01/ 21/ 2026 , 01/ 28 / 2026
36 4 4  ( 25 - 334 6 31)    

N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S  A N D  
C R E D I T O R S
   A l l  c r e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  e s t a t e  o f   
E s t e l l a  E l a i n e  G r e e n  late of  P each  
Cou n ty, d eceased , are h ereb y 
notified to render in their demands 
to th e u n d ersign ed  accord in g to 
law , an d  all p erson s in d eb ted  to 
said  estate are req u ired  to make  
immed iate p aymen t.
   T h is 8 th  d ay of  Ja n u ary, 2026
N ame:  R ap h ael Geb erit Green

T itle:  A d min istrator
A d d ress:  M eyerson  L aw  Firm, 120 
Village Circle, S en oia, GA  3027 6
0 1 / 2 1 / 2 0 2 6 ,  0 1 / 2 8 / 2 0 2 6 , 
02/ 04 / 2026 , 02/ 11/ 2026
36 5 2 ( 119 6 15 )

G E O R G I A ,  P E A C H  C O U N T Y
N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S  A N D  
C R E D I T O R S
   A l l  c r e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  E s t a t e  o f  
C I N D Y  K A Y  S T R I C K L A N D , d e-
ceased , of  P each  Cou n ty, Georgia, 
are h ereb y n otif ied  to ren d er in  
th eir d eman d s to th e u n d ersign ed  
accord in g to law , an d  all p erson s 
in d eb ted  to said  E state req u ired  to 
make  immed iate p aymen t.
   T h is 14 th  d ay of  Ja n u ary, 2026 .
Jo h n  W alter S trickl an d , E xe cu tor
c/ o R eb ecca C.  M ood y, E sq .
M O O D Y  A N D  A S S O CI A T E S  L A W  
FI R M , L L C
P . O .  B ox 4 22
P erry, GA  3106 9
4 7 8 - 9 8 8 - 0238
1/ 21, 1/ 28 , 2/ 4 , 2/ 11, 2026
36 5 3

I N  T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  O F  
P E A C H  C O U N T Y
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
C I V I L  A C T I O N  C A S E  N U M B E R  
26-V -0002
I N  R E :  T H E  N A M E  C H A N G E  O F
C H E T K I A  T i r i s s a  H A R E ,  P E T I -
T I O N E R
N O T I C E  O F  P E T I T I O N  T O  
C H A N G E  N A M E  O F  A D U L T
   Ch etk ia T irissa Hare f iled  a 
p etition  in  th e P each  Cou n ty S u -
p erior Cou rt on  Ja n u ary 2, 2026 , 
to ch an ge th e n ame f rom Ch etki a 
T irissa Hare to Ch ek ia T irissa Hare.
A n y in terested  p arty h as th e righ t 
to ap p ear in  t h is case an d  f ile 
ob j ection s w ith in  30 d ays af ter th e 
petition was filed.
T h is Ja n u ary 2, 2026 .
1/ 7 , 1/ 14 , 1/ 21, 1/ 28 , 2026
36 5 1

I N  T H E  P R O B A T E  C O U R T  O F  
P E A C H  C O U N T Y
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
E S T A T E  N O .  2025-A D M -7174
I N  R E :  E S T A T E  O F   
C H A R L O T T E  R O W L A N D  L A N D ,  
D E C E A S E D   
N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S  A N D  
C R E D I T O R S  
R e :   E s t a t e  o f  C h a r l o t t e  R o w l a n d  
L a n d  
    A ll cred itors of  th e E state of  Ch ar-
lotte R ow lan d  L an d , d eceased , 
late of  P each  Cou n ty, Georgia, 
are h ereb y n otif ied  to ren d er in  
th eir d eman d s to th e u n d ersign ed  
accord in g to law , an d  all p erson s in -
d eb ted  to said  E state are req u ired  
to mak e immed iate p aymen t to me.   
T h is 23rd  d ay of  D ecemb er, 2025 .
T ara T ou rvi lle, E sq .  
A ttorn ey f or E state of   
Ch arlotte R ow lan d  L an d  
4 4 6  S .  Hou ston  L ake  R oad  
W arn er R ob in s, GA   3108 8  
( 4 7 8 ) 333- 6 5 02
12/ 31/ 2025 , 1/ 7 , 1/ 14 , 1/ 21, 2026
36 4 3

I N  T H E  P R O B A T E  C O U R T  O F  
P E A C H  C O U N T Y
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
I N  R E :  E S T A T E  O F  R I C H A R D  
W A L L  W H I T T I N G T O N ,  D E -
C E A S E D
E S T A T E  N O .  2024-P R O -7009
N O T I C E  F O R  D I S C H A R G E  F R O M  
O F F I C E  A N D  A L L  L I A B I L I T Y
I N  R E :  P E T I T I O N  F O R  D I S -
C H A R G E  O F  P E R S O N A L  R E P -
R E S E N T A T I V E
   T O :   A N Y  A N D  A L L  I N T E R E S T -
E D  P A R T I E S :  T h is is to n otif y you  
to file an oEMection, if there is any, 
to th e ab ov e- ref eren ced  p etition , 
in  th is Cou rt on  or b ef ore Ja n u ary 
16 , 2026 .  B E   
   N O T I FI E D  FU R T HE R :  A ll ob -
j ection s to th e p etition  mu st b e in  
w ritin g, settin g f orth  th e grou n d s 
of  an y su ch  ob j ection s.  A ll ob j ec-
tion s sh ou ld  b e sw orn  to b ef ore a 
n otary p u b lic or b ef ore a p rob ate 
court clerk, and filinJ fees must 
b e ten d ered  w ith  ou r ob j ection s, 
unless you Tuality to file as an in-
d igen t p arty.  Con tact p rob ate cou rt 
p erson n el f or th e req u ired  amou n t 
of filinJ fees. ,f any oEMections are 
filed, a hearinJ will Ee scheduled 
at a later d ate.  I f  n o ob j ection s are 
filed, the petition may Ee Jranted 
w ith ou t a h earin g.
K I M  W I L S O N , J u d ge of  th e P ro-
b ate Cou rt
B Y :  K A T R I N A  CO R B I N , Clerk  of  
th e P rob ate Cou rt
P .  O .  B O X  327 , Fort Valley, GA  
31030
4 7 8 - 8 25 - 2313
12/ 31/ 2025 , 1/ 7 , 1/ 14 , 1/ 21, 2026
36 4 0

N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S  A N D  
C R E D I T O R S

S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A  
P E A C H  C O U N T Y  
I N  R E :  W I L L I A M  F R E D R I C K  
K E L S A Y
   A ll cred itors of  th e estate of  
W i l l i a m  F r e d r i c k  K e l s a y ,  late 
of  P E A CH CO U N T Y , d eceased , 
are h ereb y n otif ied  to ren d er in  
th eir d eman d s to th e u n d ersign ed  
accord in g to law , an d  all p erson s 
in d eb ted  to said  estate are req u ired  
to make  immed iate p aymen t.
   T HI S  31st d ay of  D ecemb er 2025
A n gela C.  E arls
A d min istrator f or W illiam Fred rick 
K elsay
24 2 E li W ay D rive  
B yron , GA  31008  
1/ 7 , 1/ 14 , 1/ 21, 1/ 28 , 2026
36 4 8

N O T I C E  O F  S A L E  U N D E R  P O W -
E R
G E O R G I A ,  C R A W F O R D  C O U N -
T Y  a n d  P E A C H  C O U N T Y

U n d er an d  b y v irtu e of  th e P ow er 
of  S ale con tain ed  in  a S ecu rity 
D eed  giv en  b y J a s o n  M o y e r  to 
W ells Fargo B an k,  N . A .  d ated  Ju ly 
31, 2017 , record ed  in  D eed  B ook 
36 2, P age 25 7 , Craw f ord  Cou n ty, 
Georgia R ecord s, an d  record ed  
i n  D eed  B ook  5 6 9 , P age 16 6 , 
P each  Cou n ty, Georgia R ecord s, 
P each  Cou n ty, Georgia R ecord s, 
an d  as mod if ied  b y th at certain  
/oan Modification $Jreement re -
cord ed  in  D eed  B ook  37 4 , P age 
5 7 2, Craw f ord  Cou n ty, Georgia 
R ecord s, P each  Cou n ty, Georgia 
R ecord s, as last tran sf erred  to 
U S  B an k T ru st Comp an y N ation al 
A ssociation , n ot in  its in d iv id u al 
cap acity, b u t solely as ow n er tru st-
ee f or GS  M O R T GA GE - B A CK E D  
S E CU R I T I E S  T R U S T  2024 - R P L 3 
b y assign men t record ed  in  D eed  
B ook  7 5 7 , P age 5 11, Craw f ord  
Cou n ty, Georgia R ecord s, an d  
record ed  in  D eed  B ook 7 5 7 , P age 
7 5 7 , con v eyin g th e af ter- d escrib ed  
p rop erty to secu re a N ote in  th e 
origin al p rin cip al amou n t of  FI F-
T Y - S E V E N  T H O U S A N D  A N D  
0/ 100 D O L L A R S  ( $ 5 7 ,000. 00) , 
w ith  in terest th ereon  as set f orth  
th erein , th ere w ill b e sold  at p u b lic 
ou tcry to th e h igh est b id d er f or 
cash  b ef ore th e cou rth ou se d oor 
of  Craw f ord  Cou n ty, Georgia, or 
at su ch  p lace as may b e law f u lly 
d esign ated  as an  altern ativ e, w ith in  
the leJal hours of sale on the first 
T u esd ay in  Feb ru ary, 2026 , th e 
f ollow in g d escrib ed  p rop erty:  
S E E  E X H I B I T  “ A ”  A T T A CHE D  
HE R E T O  A N D  M A D E  A  P A R T  
HE R E O F

T h e d eb t secu red  b y said  S ecu -
rity D eed  h as b een  an d  is h ereb y 
d eclared  d u e b ecau se of , amon g 
oth er p ossib le ev en ts of  d ef au lt, 
f ailu re to p ay th e in d eb ted n ess as 
an d  w h en  d u e an d  in  th e man n er 
p rovi d ed  in  th e N ote an d  S ecu rity 
D eed .  T h e d eb t remain in g in  d e-
f au lt, th is sale w ill b e mad e f or th e 
p u rp ose of  p ayin g th e same an d  all 
exp en ses of  th is sale, as p rovi d ed  
in  th e S ecu rity D eed  an d  b y law , 
in clu d in g attorn ey’ s f ees ( n otice 
p u rsu an t to O . C. G. A .  §  13- 1- 11 
h avi n g b een  give n ) .

S aid  p rop erty w ill b e sold  su b j ect 
to an y ou tstan d in g ad  va lorem tax -
es ( in clu d in g tax es w h ich  are a lien , 
b u t n ot yet d u e an d  p ayab le) , th e 
righ t of  red emp tion  of  an y tax in g 
au th ority, an y matters w h ich  migh t 
b e d isclosed  b y an  accu rate su rv ey 
an d  in sp ection  of  th e p rop erty, an y 
assessmen ts, lien s, en cu mb ran c-
es, z on in g ord in an ces, restriction s, 
cov en an ts, an d  an y matters of  
record  in clu d in g, b u t n ot limited  
to, th ose su p erior to th e S ecu rity 
D eed  f irst set ou t ab ov e.  S ai d  
p rop erty w ill b e sold  on  an  “ as- is”  
b asis w ith ou t an y rep resen tation , 
w arran ty or recou rse again st th e 
ab ove - n amed  or th e u n d ersign ed .

U S  B an k  T ru st Comp an y N ation -
al A ssociation , n ot in  its in d ivi d u al 
cap acity, b u t solely as ow n er tru st-
ee f or GS  M O R T GA GE - B A CK E D  
S E CU R I T I E S  T R U S T  2024 - R P L 3 
is th e h old er of  th e S ecu rity D eed  
to th e p rop erty in  accord an ce w ith  
O CGA  §  4 4 - 14 - 16 2. 2.

T h e en tity th at h as f u ll au th ority 
to n egotiate, amen d , an d  mod if y 
all terms of  th e mortgage w ith  th e 
d eb tor is:  S h ell p oi n t M ortgage 
S ervi cin g, 7 5  B eattie P lace, S u ite 
300, Green vi lle, S C 29 6 01, ( 8 00)  
36 5 - 7 107 .

N ote, h ow eve r, th at su ch  en tity 
is n ot req u ired  b y law  to n egotiate, 
amen d  or mod if y th e terms of  th e 
loan .
        T o th e b est kn ow led ge an d  b e-
lief  of  th e u n d ersign ed , th e p arty in  
p ossession  of  th e p rop erty is J ason  
M oyer or a ten an t or ten an ts an d  
said  p rop erty is more common ly 
k n ow n  as 176 T a n g l e w o o d  R d ,  
F o r t  V a l l e y ,  G A  31030.  S h ou ld  a 
conÀict arise Eetween the property 
ad d ress an d  th e legal d escrip tion  
th e legal d escrip tion  w ill con trol.

T h e sale w i ll b e con d u cte d  
suEMect �1� to confirmation that the 
sale is n ot p roh ib ited  u n d er th e 
U . S .  B an kr u p tcy Cod e an d  ( 2)  to 
final confirmation and audit of the 
statu s of  th e loan  w ith  th e h old er of  
th e secu rity d eed .
U S  B an k T ru st Comp an y N ation al 
A ssociation , n ot in  its in d iv id u al 
cap acity, b u t solely as ow n er tru st-
ee f or GS  M O R T GA GE - B A CK E D  
S E CU R I T I E S  T R U S T  2024 - R P L 3

as A ttorn ey in  Fact f or 
Ja son  M oyer
M cCalla R aymer L eib ert P ierce, 
L L P
15 4 4  O ld  A lab ama R d
R osw ell, GA  3007 6
w w w . f oreclosu reh otlin e. n et
   E X HI B I T  “ A ”
A ll th at tract or p arcel of  lan d  lyin g 
an d  b ein g in  L an d  L ot 226  of  th e 
6 th  L an d  D istrict of  P each  an d  
Craw f ord  Cou n ties, Georgia, an d  
b ein g more p articu larly d escrib ed  
as T ract 7 , con tain in g 4 . 26  acres, 
on  th at certain  p lat mad e f or P each  
Valley P lan tation  b y B ren t Cu n n in g-
h am &  Comp an y, I n c. , G. R . L . S  N o.  
209 7 , w h ich  p lat is record ed  in  P lat 
Book 21, PaJe 1��, Clerk¶s 2ffice, 
P each  S u p erior Cou rt, an d  P lat 
Book 13, PaJe 281, Clerk¶s 2ffice, 
Craw f ord  S u p erior Cou rt.
L ocated  on  said  L ot is a 19 9 8  
Horton  M an u f actu red  Home as 
shown in Certificate of Permanent 
L ocation  record ed  in  D eed  B ook  
308 , P age 7 16 , Clerk ’ s O f f ice, 
Craw f ord  S u p erior Cou rt.
   T h e ab ove  d escrib ed  p rop erty is 
kn ow n  as 17 6  T an glew ood  R oad , 
Fort Valley, GA  31030.
M R  /  CA  Feb ru ary 3, 2026
2ur file no. 22�06�86G$�F718
22- 06 4 8 6 GA
0 1 / 0 7 / 2 0 2 6 ,  0 1 / 1 4 / 2 0 2 6 , 
01/ 21/ 2026 , 01/ 28 / 2026
36 4 1 

I N  T H E  S U P E I O R  C O U R T  O F  
P E A C H  C O U N T Y
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
C I V I L  A C T I O N  C A S E  N U M B E R  
25-V -0492
I N  R E :  T H E  N A M E  C H A N G E  O F
J E R E M Y  F O R T E  R O B I N S O N ,  
P E T I T I O N E R .
   N O T I C E  O F  P E T I T I O N  T O  
C H A N G E  N A M E  O F  A D U L T
   J eremy Forte R ob in son  f iled  
a p etition  in  th e P each  Cou n ty 
S u p erior Cou rt on  D ecemb er 22, 
2025  to ch an ge th e n ame f rom 
Je remy Forte R ob in son  or Je remy 
R ob in son  Forte.
A n y in terested  p arty h as th e righ t 
to ap p ear in  t h is case an d  f ile 
ob j ection s w ith in  30 d ays af ter th e 
petition was filed.
D ecemb er 22, 2025
1/ 7 , 1/ 14 , 1/ 21, 1/ 28 , 2026
36 4 7

N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S  A N D  
C R E D I T O R S
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
C O U N T Y  O F  P E A C H
I N  R E :  E S T A T E  O F  M A L C O L M  H .  
C O N N O R  J R .
   A ll cred itors of  th e E state of  
M alcolm H.  Con n or, J r. , late of  
Peach County, are hereEy notified 
to ren d er th eir d eman d s to th e 
u n d ersign ed  accord in g to law , an d  
all p erson s in d eb ted  to said  estate 
are req u ired  to mak e immed iate 
p aymen t to th e u n d ersign ed .
T h is 16 th  d ay of  Ja n u ary 2026  
   P eggy M arie Con n or, E xe cu tor 
   of  th e W ill of  M alcolm H.  Con -
n or, Jr .
   14 31 Clop in e L ake  R d
   Fort Valley, GA  31030
R ob ert T .  T u ggle, I I I
D an iel, L aw son , T u ggle &  Je rles, 
L L P
Post 2ffice Bo[ 8�
P erry, Georgia 3106 9
1/ 21, 1/ 28 , 2/ 4 , 2/ 11, 2026
36 5 5

N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S  A N D  
C R E D I T O R S  
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A  
C O U N T Y  O F  P E A C H  
   T h e  L a s t  W i l l  a n d  T e s t a m e n t  o f  
B E S S I E  C H R I S T I N E  S A N D E R S  
N E W M A N  h avi n g b een  P rob ated  
in  S olemn  Form an d  L etters T es-
tamen tary, h avi n g b een  issu ed  to 
S HI R L E Y  S T O N E  th is is to cite all 
cred itors of  said  estate to mak e 
th eir d eman d s k n ow n  to u s an d  
all d eb tors of  said  estate to make  
immed iate p aymen t to u s.
T h is 5 T H d ay of  JA N U A R Y , 2026 .
S HI R L E Y  S T O N E , as E xe cu tor 
C/ O  R ob ert J.  A romatorio 
Collin s &  A romatorio, P . C.  
GA  B ar N o.  0237 08  
P . O .  B ox 25 0 
B yron , Georgia 31008  
4 7 8 - 9 5 6 - 307 1
1/ 21, 1/ 28 , 2/ 4 , 2/ 11, 2026
36 5 4
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A l f r e d i a  J .  W a l k e r ,  A g e n t
P e a c h  R e a l t y

112 Commercial Hgts, Fort Valley, Ga  31030
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STILL GOING STRONG. Jonathan Quick
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7 lesser-known facts about 
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Special to 

The Leader Tribune
Martin Luther King, Jr. was 

a pivotal �gure in the history 
of the United States. Much is 
known about his life and in�u-
ence, but there’s always an op-
portunity to learn more, espe-
cially some lesser-known facts 
regarding Dr. King’s life. �e 
following are some interesting 
tidbits about MLK, Jr.

1. King’s original name was Mi-
chael King, Jr. and not Martin. 
A�er King’s father was inspired 
by the German Protestant Mar-
tin Luther, he changed both his 
own name and his son’s name to 
Martin.
2. King entered college at age 

15. While most incoming col-
lege students are 18 or older, 
King skipped both the ninth 
and twel�h grades and entered 

Morehouse College through an 
early admission program. He 
eventually graduated with a de-
gree in sociology.
3. King’s assassination did not 

mark the �rst attempt on his life. 
In 1958, while signing copies of 
his book Stride Toward Free-
dom, King was stabbed in the 
chest by Izola Ware Curry. �e 
doctors later said that if he had 
sneezed right a�er the stabbing, 
he wouldn’t have survived the 
attack.
4. King inspired actress 

Nichelle Nichols to stay on the 
“Star Trek” television series. 
King was a big fan of “Star Trek” 
when Nichols, who played Uhu-
ra, was considering leaving the 
show. King advised Nichols to 
stay since she was one of the 
�rst representations of African 
Americans on television in a 
non-stereotyped role.
5. King is actually a Grammy 

Award winner among his many 
accomplishments and awards. 
He posthumously received the 
1967 Grammy for Best Spoken 
Word Recording for his “Why 
I Oppose the War in Vietnam” 
speech. 
6. King accumulated quite 

an extensive arrest record. Al-
though he is known for being 
jailed in Birmingham, he was 
arrested more than 25 times, 
largely for minor reasons — fail-
ure to obtain a parade permit 
being one of them.

7. Some say that King was a 
pool shark. As a student at Croz-
er �eological Seminary, he 
became skilled at billiards and 
would hustle classmates for fun.
Martin Luther King, Jr. was 

known for his many accom-
plishments and it can be inter-
esting to learn more about his 
storied life.

Tapatio’s
                     MEXICAN RESTAURANT

600 Vineville St • Fort Valley
(478) 827-0250

COME BY AND CHECK OUT OUR SPECIALS!

Banquet Room
Reservations Accepted

1007 Spruce Street Extension • P.O. Box 510 • Fort Valley, GA 31030
Phone: 478-825-8269 • Fax: 478-825-3045

Sheriff “Buck” Shannon
a n d  t h e  P e a c h  C o u n t y

SheriII¶s 2IfiFe

ONE MAN’S DREAM:
That all men and women would one day be treated 
equally, regardless of creed or color. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. was a person who truly believed in his dream & 
worked to make it come true. Today, let us remember to 
keep his dream alive by paying tribute to this great man.

A Message Brought to You by:

and the 
Byron 

Police & Fire
Departments

from the Byron CVB along with the

Covention & Visitors Bureau

Stop in for co�ee with us and we’ll show you around.
tourbyron.com

Wade Y o d e r
PEACH COUNTY COMMISSIONER
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               Honoring the memory of
                  Martin Luther King, Jr.

    Building bridges helps turn his 
dream and inspiration into reality.

Honoring the 
Memory and 

Legacy of 
Martin Luther 

King Jr.

EQ U A L  H O U S I N G
O P P O R T U N I T Y

Sandee Davis Khoury
(478)956-5050

203 West White Rd., Byron
112N Sumter St, Oglethorpe

from the office of

Robert Dickey
State Representative 

District 134
Capitol Office 404-656-5099     District Office 478-836-4362

“Life’s most 
persistent 
question – 
What are 

you doing for 
others?”

Honoring the Memory 
of 

Martin Luther King, Jr.
A legacy worth celebrating.
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Trojans Show Fight in Region 
Loss to Monroe

By: Chris McKenzie
Sports Reporter

FORT VALLEY — �e Peach 
County High School boys bas-
ketball team turned in a gritty 
and determined performance 
Tuesday night but came up short 
in a Region contest, falling 57–
46 to the Monroe Golden Torna-
does on their home �oor.

Despite the loss, the Trojans 
continued to show growth and 
resilience, battling throughout 
the four quarters against one of 
the region’s tougher opponents. 
Peach County kept the game 
within reach for much of the 

night, using strong defensive 
pressure and disciplined half-
court o�ense to challenge Mon-
roe.

Monroe was able to cre-
ate separation late with timely 
baskets and steady free-throw 
shooting, but the Trojans nev-
er backed down. Peach County 
matched the Golden Tornadoes’ 
physicality and e�ort, repeated-
ly answering runs and forcing 
Monroe to earn every posses-
sion.

�e Trojans’ defense remained 
a bright spot, limiting transition 
opportunities and contesting 
shots inside. O�ensively, Peach 

County found success attacking 
the basket and moving the ball, 
generating quality looks even as 
Monroe’s defense tightened in 
the closing minutes.

With the loss, Peach County 
moves to 8–11 overall and 1–3 
in Region play. While the record 
may not re�ect it, the Trojans’ 
e�ort and competitiveness con-
tinue to trend in the right direc-
tion as the season progresses.

Peach County will look to 
build on the positives from this 
performance as region play 
continues, aiming to turn hard-
fought e�orts into wins down 
the stretch.

Peach County Rec Opens Baseball, 
Softball Registration for 2026 Season

By: Chris McKenzie
Sports Reporter

�e Peach County Recre-
ation Department has o�cially 
opened registration for its 2026 
youth baseball and so�ball sea-
son, giving families across the 
county the chance to get young 
athletes signed up for another 
exciting year on the diamond.

Registration runs from Janu-
ary 14 through February 8, and 
is open to boys and girls ages 
3–17, with an age control date 
of June 30, 2026. �e depart-
ment continues to o�er a wide 
range of programs designed to 

introduce beginners to the game 
while also providing competi-
tive opportunities for more ex-
perienced players.

For baseball, Peach County 
Rec will o�er T-Ball (Minor and 
Major divisions), Coach Pitch, 
10U Baseball, and 12U Baseball. 
So�ball players will have oppor-
tunities to compete in 10U, 13U, 
and 17U So�ball divisions.

Registration fees are set at $40 
for children ages 6 and under 
and $70 for ages 7 and older. 
O�cials note that payment is re-
quired at the time of registration 
to secure a roster spot.

Parents and guardians can 

complete the registration pro-
cess online by visiting rec.
peachcounty.gov. �e Peach 
County Recreation Department 
encourages families not to wait 
until the last minute, as spots in 
several divisions traditionally �ll 
quickly.

With another season of fun-
damentals, teamwork, and com-
munity pride on the horizon, 
Peach County Rec o�cials are 
looking forward to welcoming 
players back to the �elds for a 
fun and competitive 2026 base-
ball and so�ball season.

Lady Wildcats Fall to Edward 
Waters, 72–34

By: Chris McKenzie
Sports Reporter

A di�cult night on the road 
continued a challenging stretch 
for the Fort Valley State Univer-
sity women’s basketball team, as 
the Lady Wildcats fell to Edward 
Waters University, 72–34, in 
SIAC action.

Fort Valley State struggled to 
�nd an o�ensive rhythm from 
the opening tip, going scoreless 
from the �eld in the �rst quar-
ter and trailing early as Edward 
Waters built a commanding 
lead. �e Lady Wildcats shot 
24.1 percent from the �oor for 

the game and were limited to 
just one three-pointer on 14 at-
tempts.

Despite the setback, several 
Wildcats turned in steady indi-
vidual e�orts. India McIntosh 
led Fort Valley State with nine 
points and seven rebounds, 
battling inside to provide sec-
ond-chance opportunities. Aan-
iyah Allen added eight points, 
four rebounds, and four assists 
while logging 37 minutes, and 
Reya Johnson contributed �ve 
points and a team-high nine re-
bounds.

O� the bench, Julia Baker 
provided a spark with six points 

on 3-of-7 shooting, while the 
Wildcats also received contri-
butions from Marley Bell and 
Makayla Arnold. Fort Valley 
State �nished with 34 rebounds 
and 26 points in the paint but 
was hampered by 22 turnovers 
that Edward Waters converted 
into points.

�e loss drops the Lady Wild-
cats to 2–12 overall on the sea-
son and 2–10 in SIAC play. As 
conference play continues, Fort 
Valley State will look to regroup, 
clean up turnovers, and build 
consistency on both ends of the 
�oor as the season progresses.

Wildcats Fall at Morehouse, Slip 
to .500 in SIAC Play

By: Chris McKenzie
Sports Reporter

�e Fort Valley State Univer-
sity men’s basketball team saw 
its momentum slowed Wednes-
day night, January 14, 2026, as 
the Wildcats dropped a 68–58 
decision to Morehouse College 
in SIAC action.

Fort Valley State (7–6 over-
all, 6–6 SIAC) struggled to �nd 
a consistent o�ensive rhythm, 
particularly in the opening half, 
and was unable to overcome 
an early de�cit against the Ma-
roon Tigers. �e Wildcats shot 
just 37.7 percent from the �eld 
for the game and went 12-of-22 
from the free-throw line.

Morehouse took advantage of 
Fort Valley State’s cold shoot-
ing early, holding the Wildcats 

to 11-of-26 shooting in the �rst 
half, including just 1-of-11 from 
beyond the arc. Despite im-
proved perimeter shooting a�er 
hal�ime, FVSU could not close 
the gap.

Danny Delgardo III and C.J. 
Williams led the Wildcats with 
14 points apiece. Delgardo III 
logged all 40 minutes, knock-
ing down four �eld goals and 
adding �ve rebounds. Williams 
was e�cient from the line, go-
ing a perfect 4-for-4, while also 
pulling down a team-high eight 
rebounds.

Derek Delgardo Jr. added 11 
points, eight rebounds, and four 
assists, providing a strong all-
around performance in the loss. 
O� the bench, Demetrius Paul 
Jr. gave Fort Valley State a spark, 

scoring seven points on a perfect 
3-of-3 shooting and grabbing 
nine rebounds in 18 minutes of 
action.

�e Wildcats held a slight 
edge on the boards with 42 re-
bounds and scored 22 points 
in the paint, but turnovers (20) 
and missed opportunities at the 
free-throw line proved costly. 
Fort Valley State also managed 
just six three-pointers on 22 at-
tempts.

Fort Valley State will look to 
regroup quickly as SIAC play 
continues, with the Wildcats 
aiming to get back above .500 
in conference action and build 
momentum heading into the 
second half of the season.

Basketball: Fort Valley Middle 
Vs. Weaver Macon

Tourris Leary, Sports Photographer
#2 Jakavien Hicks setting up the offense. 

Tourris Leary, Sports Photographer
#12 Timberly Mathis is playing great defense. 

The Global Impact of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Special to 
The Leader Tribune

Americans pay homage to Martin Luther King, 
Jr. every January. While King was a renowned 
leader for his role in the American civil rights 
movement, his legacy extends beyond American 
borders. King began to speak about global issues 
a�er receiving the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964, vis-
iting countries in west Africa and toured South 
America.

 King also spent a month in India, where he was 
inspired by Mahatma Gandhi’s use of nonvio-
lence when protesting British rule. King spoke 
out against apartheid in South Africa and con-
demned the use of nuclear weapons against Japan 
during World War II. He also was a critic of the 
Vietnam War. 
As a Christian minister, King’s �rst priority was 

to promote the teachings of Jesus Christ, and 
King felt an obligation to do God’s work around 
the world.




